“A Miracle at Midnight”
(Acts 16:25-31)

Context — 2" missionary journey (Paul, Silas, Timothy, and
Luke); a season of dreams & visions, great gospel
opportunities (Man from Macedonia) — supernatural
guidance from God’s Spirit — opened the path for the Gospel
flag to be planted on the front door of Europe! As is always
true — when there is great opportunity, there will be great
opposition — demonic interference and interruption. But
God...(Divine Intervention) - He will break through in the
most unlikely ways and the most unsuspecting
times...miracle after miracle!

Introduction — Every Believer will go through Dark and
Difficult times — but we are never Alone and God is
always Aware! (A premise and a promise from this passage)

Note: He is always at Work! (Behold; He who keeps Israel
shall neither slumber nor sleep.) Ps. 121:4. See also John
16:33 and IT Cor. 1:8-11 (you helping us in prayer)

Key: Common Theme in the book of Acts: Earth Shaking
and Chain Breaking prayer! — Acts 4:31

I. The Timing of the Miracle. (But at
midnight...) — (see vv. 19-24) great beginning to
the new young church — Gospel opportunity faced
fierce opposition; became Paul’s favorite (Church

at Philippi) — one of the legendary churches of
Macedonia...

v The Darkest and most Dangerous moment in
their lives. (Confusion - things didn’t make sense)
— did we miss the Lord; misread His plan? How
can this be happening if the Lord called us?

Note: In those midnight moments, God whispers “Trust me!”

Question — Anyone here going through a “Midnight
Moment” right now? (Health concerns, Financial crisis,
Family issues — children that are going down a wrong path?)

Ilustration — Our journey with our oldest son Jonathan; a
dark path of bad decisions, addictions, harmful and hurtful
season in our lives (Miracle at Midnight) — Memphis
Recovery Center called...

II. The Elements in the Miracle. (Paul & Silas
were praying and singing hymns to God) — this
response is confusing to the enemy.

v" The powerful combination of Prayer and Praise
to God. (mighty spiritual weapons that
demonstrates our faith and conquers our fears!

Note: It is a response that is counter-intuitive; the opposite
of how we feel or what seems “normal.”

Hymn #253 — “Have Faith in God”



III. The Witnesses to the Miracle. v. 25¢ (And
the prisoners were listening to them...)

v The Lord is the primary Audience but others
are always Watching. (we are all here) —not a
single prisoner ran away. (Everyone’s Chains were
Loosed) — benefit of being around God’s people!

Illustration -When we were going through our darkest days
with our oldest son, God was using that season as a ministry
opportunity for others also going through a crisis (phone
calls; families visiting) — the opposite of what I feared...

Note: David knew this kind of miracle working power in
his own experience (Psalm 40:1-3) — God heard my cries;
rescued me!

IV. The Results from the Miracle. (27-31) —
“sirs, what must I do to be saved?” (powerful
impact of the Gospel)

v" Lives were Changed and the church was
Strengthened! (Read vv. 35-40)

Note: Paul was tough! He refused to go away quietly —
demanded some justice as Roman citizens;

The Bottom Line: God, in His Sovereignty, has chosen to
Connect His Activity to the Prayers of His People.

+ Prayer Invites the Presence of God.

+ Prayer Ignites the Power of God.

Hymn # 328 “What a Friend We have in Jesus” lyrics...

Closing and Invitation — You may be in a “Midnight
Moment” today in your life, or for your family. Jesus can
meet you there and give you the hope that you need.

Come to Jesus with your fears, with your burdens, and with
your pain.
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