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INTRODUCTION 2|2

Youth Sunday is a joyful moment for our church. We thank God for His blessings to our youth
ministry, and we bless our graduates who are going to college. Every transition—college, a new
job, even retirement—brings change and challenge. Joshua was facing a transition too. Moses
had died, and Joshua received the baton to lead Israel into Canaan. The past forty years was a
training course for Joshua. He saw God’s faithfulness despite people’s sinfulness. There was
victory when they obeyed, and discipline when they rebelled. The key to success was clear:
follow God. Whatever difficulty lies ahead of us, the solutions are the same—trust God, obey
Him and walk with Him. If you are in a stage of transition, I hope that this message will be an
encouragement to you.

EXPLANATION fi#fs
1. Obedience JIEAE

The first thing God reminded Joshua was obedience to His Word. Look at verse 8 again: “This
Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so
that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your
way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” God gave Joshua three simple
commands. First, keep God’s Word on his lips. He could read it aloud and include it in his
prayer. Second, think about it. He should let God’s Word sink into his mind. It would direct his
thoughts and decision-making. Third, do it. He must follow God’s instructions. If Joshua stayed
faithful in all three areas, he would be effective in his works. God did not give Joshua a battle
manual or a map of Canaan but His Law. Victory would come from obedience, not military
strategy. Like an athlete who keeps his eyes on the finish line, Joshua had to focus on the goal so
that he could minimize distractions. Today, God gives us the Bible. It does not tell you how to
finish a school project, a work assignment, or plan your retirement. But it gives you wisdom on
how to face challenges, how to treat people, how to follow God. If you keep returning to God’s
principles, it will help you face daily life with strength and a clear mind.

2. Endurance BXFF

Secondly, Joshua had to show courageous endurance. Three times in verses 6, 7, and 9, God told
him, “Be strong and courageous.” Each repetition carried a promise for Joshua: he would enter
Canaan (v. 6); He would succeed in all he did (v. 7); God would be with him wherever he went
(v. 9). God repeated the same message because it was important to Joshua. His task would be
hard. There were battles ahead, cities to conquer, unknowns to face, and internal conflicts to
resolve. Joshua learned from the failure of the previous generation. They let fear weaken their
faith. Therefore, courageous endurance would be essential to winning. Courage is not the
absence of fear; but courage can overcome fear. Fear alerts us to danger and reminds us to
depend on God. We may have fear, but we do not have to panic. We calmly evaluate the
situation, remember God’s past help, recall His promises, and tap on His strength. God is always
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there to help us. Today, God gives us the same assurance found in verse 9: “The Lord your God
is with you wherever you go.” God’s Word will never fail. He leads ahead of you, cheers beside
you, and supports you from behind. He is our most faithful friend.

3. Influence §22%

God reminded Joshua about obedience to His Word and endurance with courage. Joshua put
those principles into practice. That led to influence in his leadership. Immediately after God
spoke, Joshua commanded his subordinates in verse 11: “Pass through the midst of the camp and
command the people, ‘Prepare your provisions, for within three days you are to pass over this
Jordan to go in to take possession of the land that the Lord your God is giving you to possess.’”
Joshua told the people to get ready. After years of waiting, they were finally about to receive the
land God promised their ancestors. It was more than a military campaign; it was a spiritual
mission. The Israelites knew the previous generation failed because they disobeyed God. Now
they must make up their minds to rely on Him completely. Joshua’s faith was powerful. But
people could not see his faith until he acted upon it. A true leader turns vision into action. God
promised to give them Canaan, but they still had to fight every battle. Joshua motivated and
mobilized them to step forward, even though they did not know how everything would unfold.
One operation after another—crossing the Jordan, conquering Jericho—they saw God was truly
with them, and their faith grew as a result. Yes, there would be defeat and setbacks. Those
moments were opportunities to reflect and repent. Godly leaders will not dwell on mistakes. But
they will point followers back to the right path. Since Canaan was God’s plan, it would be
fulfilled in His timing and by His ways.

CONCLUSION &E4

Joshua was promoted from a learner to a leader. Every training prepared him for real-life
challenges. Astronaut Chris Hadfield would agree. Both men faced similar situations. Joshua
entered Canaan; Hadfield flew into outer space and served on the International Space Station.
Hadfield recapped what he learned in the book “An Astronaut’s Guide to Life on Earth.”
Hadfield says astronauts follow checklists strictly because those instructions keep them safe.
Obedience to God’s Word protects us from harm as we follow His directions. Hadfield also
explains that emergency simulations help astronauts control fear. The Bible has a similar effect to
potential fear. Stories of endurance in the Bible reveal God’s faithfulness. The victories of the
heroes of faith build our courage and reduce fears. The same God who helped them in the past
will also help us today. Hadfield adds that astronauts must rely on one another for the whole
crew to reach their goals. One person’s calmness and wise decisions can positively influence
everyone. In a spiritual community, we must also constantly encourage one another. Each
believer’s growth will influence the whole church. Obedience, endurance, and influence—these
are the three qualities every current and future leader must possess. Every transition in life can be
an opportunity to increase our faith and make us effective instruments for God’s Kingdom.
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