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INTRODUCTION 5[

The foundation of any relationship is love. You are willing to sacrifice time, money and
resources for the people you love. Loving a person is straightforward, but loving a country
seems vague. Some of us became U.S. citizens by naturalization. At the citizenship
ceremony, you recited the Oath of Allegiance. You pledged to renounce loyalty to your
former homeland, to obey the laws of the United States, and to serve in the military if called.
You love this country by showing loyalty and making commitments. Yet today, people
criticize how bad this nation is. Some wise folks respond bluntly: “If you don’t like it here,
why not move to another country?” The fact is that love is essential to a relationship. Love
demands actions. The same is true for our love to God. We must lay aside personal
preferences and follow what God asks us to do. We trust that He always has our best interests
in mind. Trust, obey and be blessed summarize the covenant God made with Israel. The book
of Deuteronomy reflects on the failure of the generation that wandered in the wilderness.
They rebelled against God. But God also offered hope. He promised a bright future if His
people would return to Him. They could not undo their past, but they could choose a
different future. We as Christians face the same choice every day. If we truly love God, we
will listen to Him. Therefore, let loving God be the motivation behind our decisions and
actions.

EXPLANATION fi#f#
1. God’s Attributes FHYE M

In the passage, Moses reminds the Israelites of the many ways God has shown His love to
them. Then he urges his people to love God in return. God reveals His love through His
attributes.

A. A Bountiful God &

First, He is a bountiful God. Verse 14 reminds us that everything in heaven and on earth
belongs to Him. God is the Creator of all things. It is just as Genesis 1:1 declares: In

the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Someone stated that if you can believe
the first verse of the Bible, the rest becomes much easier to accept. God is the complete
opposite to us. We are limited in every way; God is full of power, wisdom and knowledge.
We cannot foresee the future; God is timeless. He has our lives and the whole human history
in His plans. And after creating the universe, God did not just step back and let it run on its
own. He continues to sustain everything by His power. He provides for our physical,
emotional and spiritual needs. God also gives us the privilege to pray to Him. He promises to
answer in His perfect timing when our requests align with His will. That is how God loves us
— by caring for us out of His bountiful riches and endless grace.



B. A Powerful God KEEHYH

God is not only a bountiful God. He is also a powerful God. Verse 15 tells us that He
demonstrated His power by choosing Israel to be His own people. When you read through
the Old Testament, you will realize that Israel was not an impressive nation. They lacked
faith, they were often short-sighted, and they complained whenever hardships came their
way. So why did God pick them? Deuteronomy 7:7 makes it clear: “It was not because you
were more in number than any other people that the Lord set his love on you and chose you,
for you were the fewest of all peoples.” God had determined to love them. That is why
people say: love is blind! The same is true for us today. God does not save us because we are
good but because He is good to us. He loved us when we hated Him and were lost in sin. He
redeemed us and continues to transform us by His power. We should forever be thankful to
God. The fact that He can save anyone gives us hope. Continue to pray for your non-
believing friends. God can turn them into His children.

C. A Merciful God {8

Third, we have a merciful God. Verse 18 tells us that He protects and provides for the
orphans, the widows, and the foreigners. In biblical times, these were the most vulnerable
people in the society. They had no land, no stable source of income, and no one to stand up
for their rights. The Israelites were helpless too when they were slaves in Egypt. They had no
freedom, and they were constantly oppressed by slave-masters. But God showed mercy to
them. He delivered them when there seemed to be no hope. God shows the same mercy to us
when He saves us. Paul writes in Ephesians 2:4-5: 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because
of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made
us alive together with Christ—Dby grace you have been saved. We were spiritually blind and
dead in our sins. Yet God gave us new life in Christ. He brings outsiders in. He calls spiritual
orphans to be His children.

D. A Faithful God {Z &y

God is not only bountiful, powerful, and merciful—He is also faithful. Moses reminds us in
verse 20 that when the Israelites first arrived in Egypt, there were only 70 of them. Jacob’s
family moved there because of a severe famine. Yet over the next 400 years, God multiplied
them into more than two million people. In doing so, He fulfilled the promise He had made
to Abraham: that his descendants would be countless, like the stars in the sky and the sand
along the seashore. Jesus later renewed the covenant God made with Abraham. Those who
are not Jews can become Abraham’s spiritual children too. Paul states in Galatians 3:29: And
if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. Being in
Christ means we receive God’s blessings and enjoy His everlasting love as His children.
Even when we stumble, God’s promises are unbreakable and unchangeable. God is faithful
to the end.



2. Men’s Tributes A& =

After highlighting God’s attributes, Moses goes on to explain how the Israelites should pay
tribute to God. Keep in mind they were renewing the covenant with God. Think of it like a
peace treaty between two nations—both sides agree to certain terms. In the same way, God
established a mutual relationship with His people. He promised to bless them, and in return,
they were called to love Him. Moses was specific about what the Israelites should do: how
they should honor God, how they should conduct their life, and how they should treat others
around them.

A. Religious Life {Z{/IAY4: 75

First, regarding their religious life, Moses tells the Israelites in verse 12 to fear God and to
love Him. Fearing God does not mean being scared of Him. It is about showing Him respect.
Parents expect the same response from their children. Little kids know there are
consequences when they misbehave. In the same way, God loves us enough to discipline us
when we go astray. Our fear of God goes hand in hand with our love for Him. We love God
by doing what pleases Him. I once went from hating celery to loving it simply because the
girl I was dating asked me to try some. Besides fearing and loving God, Moses also calls the
Israelites to serve Him. In the Bible, serving God can mean fulfilling duties for Him and
worshipping Him. That is why we call our weekly gatherings a Sunday service. But it is not
limited to formal worship—washing dishes, sweeping the floor, or caring for others can be
ways to worship God too. The fourth action Moses mentions about their religious life is
taking oaths. In Biblical times, people took oaths to prove they were telling the truth. Today,
we do the same in court. The key is honesty. Even if we might fool other people, God knows
everything, and He will hold us accountable if we lie.

B. Reformed Life & #1094 iy

God called the Israelites to show their love through their religious life. However, they should
not be weekend believers. Their devotion had to come from a reformed life. Let us start with
the warning. In verse 16, Moses says: “Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and
be no longer stubborn.” He was not telling them to go through heart surgery. It is symbolic. It
means cutting away the sins and attitudes that keep them from obeying God. Think of it like
removing plaque from vessels to restore normal blood flow. Similarly, when our spiritual life
is healthy, it naturally leads to active obedience. Moses urges his people to walk in God’s
ways, much like driving on the right highways and streets to reach our intended destination.
And what does that look like? Verse 13 explains that God expects obedience to both His
commandments and His statutes. Those are two different kinds of laws. Commandments are
strict obligations. Take the Ten Commandments, for example—we must not worship other
gods. Statutes, on the other hand, are more like instructions for daily life. Dietary laws, for
instance, tell the Israelites what they can and cannot eat. God set those rules because He
loves His people. His laws may seem restrictive, but they are meant to be protective.



C. Relational Life £ A {814

Besides focusing on their religious and reformed life, Moses also talks about their relational
life, especially how they should care for the poor. He gives two reasons for this. First, the
Israelites themselves were once foreigners in Egypt, so they knew what it felt like to be
treated as second-class citizens. Second, God had rescued them in their time of distress.
Because of this, they should show God’s love to those in need. This idea connects closely
with Jesus’ teaching in Luke 6:31: “And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to
them.” This is what we call the Golden Rule. You will be willing to help others if you put
yourself in the same situation. Suppose your car breaks down on the street, your phone dies
when you need to make an urgent call, or you accidentally drop a plate and spill food
everywhere. You definitely hope that someone will step in to help. That is exactly how God
wants us to treat others in need. God’s children should be compassionate and kind. And
sometimes, helping someone can even open up a conversation about the gospel. My former
church has a student ministry. Some parents of foreign students tell their kids to ask church
people for help if they run into trouble. Many young people became Christians through those
acts of kindness.

CONCLUSION %&z6

Because God is love, He calls us to be people of love. Let loving God be the motivation
behind our decisions and actions. Otherwise, if we love ourselves more than we love God,
His commands start to feel demanding. We might even think, “Why does God have to be so
serious?” But it would not be fair for us to take it easy while expecting God to always bless
us. Actually, many things in daily life follow strict rules. Flights will not wait if you are late.
Banks charge penalties if you pay bills late. Running a red light puts you in danger. Rules are
there to benefit us. Similarly, God gives us His commands because He loves us. We will
have a desire to please God if we love Him. Showing up to church on time, picking up your
Bible instead of your phone when you get up in the morning, or setting aside money for an
offering will no longer be heavy burdens. Rather, they become privileges we freely enjoy as
God’s children. However, obeying rules will not create a relationship. Doing all the
“Christian things” will not save you. Salvation is about an eternal relationship with God. The
good news is that God invites you to be His child. First, admit your sins. Second, believe that
Jesus died for you. Third, commit your life to Jesus, receiving Him as your Savior and Lord.
Once you are in God’s family, His commands are no longer harsh requirements, but they
become house rules for His beloved children.
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