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5] INTRODUCTION

Everyone loves babies. They do innocent and funny things. However, babies must grow up.
Sooner or later they have to get rid of milk-bottles, diapers and strollers. They will need
medical help if they cannot talk, walk or eat by themselves by certain ages. Doctors have
standards to evaluate the growth of children. It is not just about increase in height and
weight. Equally important is whether or not they mature of their minds. A sign of maturity is
the awareness that they are not the center of the world. Early on, parents encourage kids to
share food or toys with others. Also, they need to line up and take turns when playing in a
group. Through interactions, children learn manners and mutual respect. Spiritual maturity
bears resemblance to physical maturity. Paul had to deal with some spiritual babies in the
Corinthian church. Instead of working as a team, they fell apart due to self-centeredness.
Paul wrote to correct their mindset. They were to complete one other and not to compete
with each other. We need to examine ourselves as we study this chapter. Are there signs of
spiritual immaturity in us? Do we desire to become more mature in our walk with the Lord
and in our church life? We are excited about the birth of babies as much as the salvation of
souls. However, birth is just the beginning of a new life. Growth is the true indicator of a
healthy life. Let us encourage each other to mature and become stronger Christians in God’s
Kingdom.

fi#fE EXPLANATION

1. 5 EER Address Immaturity (v. 1-9)

Paul starts off by addressing the spiritual immaturity of his audience. Let us read verse 1 to 9.
Paul calls them “brothers.” They were believers, although they had a lot of room to grow.
Their immaturity was similar to the appetite of new-born babies. Milk is the only food they
can eat until their digestive system is more developed. Likewise, Paul could not feed the
Corinthian believers deeper truths because those lessons were too hard for them. Their
immaturity led to a few problems. Verse 3 mentions jealousy, conflict and even division. Paul
says it showed that they were “of the flesh,” meaning that they behaved as if they were
unsaved. Those three problems happened when they took sides with their favorite leaders.
Some went after Paul, others liked Apollos. In 1:12, Cephas (another name for Peter) was on
their list too. God gave each leader unique gifts and talents. But it was a serious matter when
comparison led to division! In verses 6-7, Paul downplays the role of church leaders: 6 I
planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who
waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. Bible teachers are like farmers. This
person sows seeds and another person waters the crops. But only God can supply sunlight
and air to allow plants to grow. Likewise, leaders deserve credit for their faithfulness and
diligence. However, ultimately, it is God who saves people and fosters spiritual growth.



There will be no comparison as to who is better or more important if we put our focus back
on God. When Jesus began His ministries, John the Baptist realized that his work was
coming to an end soon. John’s disciples reported to him that Jesus’ popularity was on the
increase. Did John’s heart turn sour when he heard that? Listen to his own words in John
3:28-30 — “28 You yourselves bear me witness, that [ said, ‘I am not the Christ, but [ have
been sent before him.” 29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore
this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.” John
understood his role as a pioneer who paved the way for Christ. John said he was only a best
man in a wedding, but Jesus was the groom. The Lord should get the spotlight. Therefore,
John was glad and not sad when Jesus finally arrived. From then on, Jesus would take over.
There will be no comparison when we realize that we work together in God’s team. It is
natural for us to have our beloved teachers due to their strengths, teaching styles or
personalities. But we can easily turn leaders into idols if we are not careful. When I first
became a Christian, my home church had an older pastor and three younger pastors. The
church has four locations. Those pastors would rotate and preach at different sites. One
particular young pastor was gifted in preaching. He was eloquent and funny at times too.
Gradually, he became a favorite preacher of some people. As a result, they turned into star-
chasers. They followed the brother wherever he preached on Sunday. That is just one church.
Nowadays, there are numerous Bible teachers you can choose from on the internet. There is
nothing wrong if you listen to sermons from different pastors in your free time. I do that
occasionally too. God speaks to me through their messages. I can improve my preaching
skills by observing them. However, it does not matter whether those pastors wear full-suits or
jeans, or their styles are energetic or boring. The most important thing is whether or not their
messages are based on the Bible. We as teachers are just gardeners holding a water hose.
Men’s words are limited and only God’s Word can change lives. Our job is to explain God’s
Word to help you grow. This is His church, His business and His Kingdom.

2. feEa iE Assess Quality (v. 10-17)

Paul urges the Corinthian believers to overcome their spiritual immaturity. One day God will
assess the quality of their lives. We will continue to read verse 10 to 17. From an imagery of
farmers, Paul transitions to a picture of builders. He says the foundation is Jesus Christ. He is
the basis of our faith. That echoes with 1:23 when Paul stresses that he preached Christ and
Him crucified. Understanding Jesus’ identity and works is the litmus test of true faith. John
puts it this way in 1 John 4:2-3 — 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit that does not
confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was
coming and now is in the world already. True Christians must believe that Jesus is the one
true God who became a man and came into the world. If He did not become a real person, He
could not have died. If He was not risen from the dead, then He is not God. Some religions
may say that Jesus is a spirit, a prophet or a man elevated to become a god. A serious
question we need to ask is: where do they get those ideas? Christians ground their beliefs in
God’s Word. Of course, to prove that the Bible is truth is another huge topic that we will not



dive into today. Suffice to say, we cannot know God unless He reveals His nature and
attributes in His Word. Besides the root of our faith, Paul emphasizes the fruit of our faith. In
other words, what kind of building we establish on the foundation of Jesus Christ. He
compares two kinds of materials in verses 12 to 13: 12 Now if anyone builds on the
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw — 13 each one's work will
become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire
will test what sort of work each one has done. Houses built with long-lasting materials can
withstand a fire, whereas structures built with flammable materials will be burned away. God
will assess the quality of our works by fire on “the Day,” referring to the return of Jesus.
Remember that Paul was writing to believers. Therefore, he is not talking about whether a
person will be saved or lost on the Judgment Day. Rather, he cautions us to examine if our
buildings have any eternal value. People whose houses pass the fire test will receive rewards.
Those whose houses are destroyed in the flame will lose everything, though their souls will
still be saved. Their “houses” can be fancy church buildings, books they write or money they
accumulate from their fame. They will be like survivors who do not have time to gather any
belonging as they escape from a burning home. What was Paul trying to illustrate? Jealousy,
conflict and division in the church are expressions of “wisdom of the world.” Those
mentalities do not have eternal value in God’s Kingdom. They can even be toxic to the
spiritual health of believers. God does not focus on appearance but substance. Jesus will do
an inspection on us when He comes back. The outcome depends on the type of materials we
use in the construction process. A church should not take pride in the glory of its buildings,
the size of a congregation, the performance of an orchestra and a worship band or the
credentials of its staff members. Let any church be known for their faithfulness in teaching
and obeying God’s Word. The same principle applies to our personal life as well. The secular
world measures success by your paycheck, the house you live in, the car you drive and the
clothes you wear. But God looks deeper at your character and your love for Him and for
people. He focuses on quality and not quantity. Let us build our lives according to God’s
blueprint and pursue future rewards.

3. ZEFI|E & Attain Spirituality (v. 18-23)

The Corinthian believers must grow up. They had to attain spirituality, meaning spiritual
maturity. Listen to verse 18 to 23. Paul appeals them to ditch the wisdom of the world and to
pursue the wisdom of God. In verse 18, he goes back to the comparison of foolish and wise:
Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him
become a fool that he may become wise. To attain spirituality, they had to embrace what the
world considers as foolishness, namely the message of the cross. Christians should not only
know the gospel and believe in it. They must also internalize it and appreciate it. Then they
would live by the truth. As a result, though the world thinks that they are foolish, God sees
them as wise. That is how God frustrates people who believe that they are too smart to
believe in Him. Paul supports that by quoting verses from the books of Job and Psalm. The
common theme is that God knows how to stumble smart people by their own smartness.
People can easily trip themselves when they assume that everything is under their control. I
can think of thieves who are so dumb to expose their crimes. They believe they are smarter



than the police because they are not caught. To brag about their intelligence, they post videos
on the social media explaining how they beat the system. They do not only leave a paper trail
for the police to go after them, but they also testify in their own words that they are
lawbreakers. Are they really smart? Spiritual immaturity displays similar pride. In picking
their favorite leaders, the Corinthians believers implicitly puffed themselves up. They might
think: “See, I’m better than others because I follow Paul. He is the best.”” Paul counters that
mentality with an interesting argument in verses 21-23: 21 So let no one boast in men. For all
things are yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the
present or the future — all are yours, 23 and you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s. By saying
“all things are yours,” Paul was not advocating that they could remain as their own bosses.
We need to read on to the end. His logic goes like this. By choosing their preferred teachers,
they claimed: “I belong to Paul” or whoever. But Paul corrected them that they did not
belong to certain leaders. Rather, those teachers were theirs. Not only that. Paul even says the
world, life, death, the present and the future are theirs. What does he mean? The answer is in
verse 23. All believers are under Christ, and Christ is under the Father when He was in the
world. People are in Christ once they are saved. Henceforth, they must see everything
through the lens of Christ. Leaders in the church are only servants of God. The world is part
of God’s Kingdom. The purpose in life is not to grab all they want, but to give glory to God
in what they do. Furthermore, they should have no fear over death, since Jesus conquered
death. In summary, Jesus completely reverses the human logic! Everything belongs to Him.
We can enjoy the same freedom only by embracing God’s wisdom. The wiser we become,
the humbler we should be. We thank God for Bible teachers, because God uses them to lead
us in the truth. They explain God’s Word and they encourage us to apply the truths. God also
blesses us through the faithful service of many coworkers. They cook for us, they fix things,
they organize ministries and they make future plans for our church. Seeing things through
Christ also gives us a correct perspective about life. Since Jesus is our Lord, we should not
worship money, career and success. Our goal in life is not to use God to accumulate wealth,
but to manage all that He entrusts us for His glory. We can have a correct view of ownership
when we put Jesus first in our lives, and we hold Him center to our hearts.

455w CONCLUSION

Growth is the true indicator of a healthy life. Each of us should continue to grow by reading
the Bible daily and attending church ministries. At the same time, we should also encourage
one another to pursue spiritual growth. It can be as simple as caring for absent members and
inviting them back to church meetings or reminding people to put their phones away in small
groups and bring their own Bibles. We can be better as a whole when we join together with
one heart, one mind and one goal under the leadership of our Lord. Think of us as
instrumentalists in an orchestra. Some of you play violins, others play clarinets, etc. We need
to use the same music score and obey the direction of the conductor. Otherwise, it will only
be a mix of loud noise and not beautiful music. Each of you is capable in certain things. But
only by supporting each other and following the guidance of our Lord, we display a glorious
harmony to the world.
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