A BR4Y Treaty for the Treats 8/17/25
Alltt=C Genesis 15

5]& INTRODUCTION

Abram was on a journey of faith. God gradually revealed His plans to Abram as the story
progresses. At the same time, Abram continued to build on his faith like working out his muscles
in a gym. The more he experienced God’s faithfulness, the stronger his faith became. In chapter
15, God used a special way to affirm His promises to Abram. I will read sections of this chapter
later on. Let me give you a summary of the plot. Last time, Abram’s nephew Lot was captured by
an alliance of four kings. Lot was taken as a prisoner of war because he was in Sodom, which
was one of the cities being attacked. Abram got the news. He then dispatched his men and joined
with some locals on a rescue mission. God gave a victory to the troop. Abram defeated the
opponents and saved Lot. After that, God reiterated His promises to Abram. Of course, God is
unlike us. He will not forget things or change His mind. But our faith may waver when a
situation changes. God is gracious to us just like He showed mercy to Abram. He assures us that
His promises are sure. God kept reminding Abram that He would eventually fulfill all that He
had promised. Abram must continue to follow God by faith.

fi# % EXPLANATION

1. JEEFENS 5+ Promise of a Son

First, God repeated His promise of giving Abram a son. Let us hear the reading from verses 1 to
5. God began by telling the man not to be afraid. In beating those four kings, Abram made some
new enemies. But God guaranteed to protect Abram like a shield. The ability to win the battle
with a much smaller force proved that God was with Abram. Besides, God also reiterated that
Abram would have a blessed life. The phrase “your reward shall be very great” can also be
translated as “your very great reward.” Abram would not only have a lot of stuff. The biggest
blessing was to have God in his life. It would be like he did not only have a few bottled waters.
He had a pipeline connected to the Jordan river. Or God did not only give Abram some food. He
gave the man a lifelong free membership at a buffet restaurant! Abram was blessed because he
was connected to the source of blessing. But his faith was still growing. He brought up the fact
that he did not have a son. He was thinking: “What is the point of receiving a lot of possessions
when there is no one to take over my estate?” He thought perhaps he would give everything to
Eliezer, probably a well-trusted servant. In response, God affirmed His plan in verse 4: ...“This
man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” A direct translation of the
Hebrew expression goes like: “the one who comes out from your tummy shall be your heir.” It
must be a biological son, not a random person or even an adopted child. Then God took Abram
outside and asked him to behold the night sky. Previously, God told Abram that his offspring
would be like dust of the earth. Dust and stars carry the same idea. Abram could not see the final
results. He must look forward to the future blessings by faith. The apostle Paul recalls this
episode in Abram’s life in Romans 4:18-21 — 18 In hope he believed against hope, that he should
become the father of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.” 19 He did
not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was
about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No



unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he
gave glory to God, 21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. What God
promised Abram was mission impossible to men. Abram was 100 and Sarai was 90 when Isaac
was finally born. But that is just one son. Even when Abram passed away, he only had a small
family. Did God fall short of His promise? Of course not! God’s blessings go way beyond the
lifetime of Abram. His plan is not only about one person or a country, but the whole human race.
It extends from the past to eternity. The only way for Abram to receive the blessing is to walk by
faith. You see, faith is the bridge that connects the current situation to the future outcome. We
should not be stuck by the problems at hand. We need to step out in faith and look forward to the
Lord of tomorrow. God works in us and He works through us. But He will not work for us. You
teach your kids how to do homework. But they must finish the task themselves. Similarly, we
must take actions to show our faith. Faith is not a point but a process. It is reasonable for us to
pray for the things we hope for. We pray before our kids’ exams, our job or our sickness. We
must continue to build on our faith when God answers us. We have confidence that if God
watches over us in small things, He will do so in big issues too. Moreover, our faith should not
be proportional to the results. It does not mean that God does not work if He does not give us
what we ask for. Little kids may feel that parents love them when they buy them toys. But it does
not mean that parents do not love them when they raise their voices or even spank them. We
should not remain in a childish faith, hoping God to satisfy all our wants. Rather, we should
maintain a childlike faith, fully depend on Him and trust that He has the best plans for us.

2. JEZFENGN{y Promise of a Status

God did not only promise to give Abram a son. He also promised to give him a special status.
Before we look at that, let us focus on the title “Lord God” in verses 2 and 8. The two words in
Hebrew are Adonai Yahweh. We are familiar with Yahweh, which attests to God’s power. That is
why the Bible calls Him the Almighty God. Adonai means master, which is related to God’s
sovereignty. This is the first time the title appears in the Bible. The two names together would be
similar to “Your Majesty.” Abram acknowledged that God was the most powerful being, and He
has the whole world in His hand. Moreover, He has Abram’s future in His plan. However, He
does not only sit high up in heaven. He also builds a relationship with people. In future stories,
God showed up at the right time and directed Abram to the right path. Abram learned to commit
himself to God and saw Him as his Lord. In return, God gave Abram yet another special promise.
Verse 6 says: And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness. “Counted” is
an accounting term. It means to calculate. It has the nuance of making up for what is lacking.
That is why other Bible versions translate the word as “credited.” A credit is something added to
you. For example, today you use a credit card to buy things. The transaction can go through
because a bank lends you credit and pays for you upfront. You will receive a bill several weeks
later telling you how much you owe. Abram was a sinner just like any human. He owed God a
sin debt. But God gave credit to Abram due to the man’s faith and made him righteous. In other
words, Abram was elevated to a righteous status God requires. In today’s terms, we say that
Abram was saved by God’s grace through faith. We looked at Romans 4 moments ago. In the
same passage, Paul explains how Abram’s experience relates to us. The writer says in verses 23-
25: 23 But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours
also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25
who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. There are some key



concepts here. First, Abram is our model of faith. He believed that God would bless him. All who
follow Abram’s example and put their trust in Jesus will be saved. The difference between
Abram’s situation and ours is that the object of our faith is Jesus specifically. Second, the
foundation of faith is the completed work of Jesus. The cross is the only means through which
anyone can be saved. Christians believe that Jesus died for their sins. However, He was raised
three days later to prove that He is God. Third, similar to the foundation of faith is the object of
faith. Just like how we are saved, Abram’s faith was in Jesus, who would come several thousand
years after him. It were as if God issued salvation credit to Abram in advance through Jesus and
saved the man. Abram looked forward to what Jesus would do on the cross. We look backward to
what Jesus had accomplished for our sins. That answers a common question about how people
were saved before Jesus came into the world. They received salvation grace just like we do.
Jesus is the only way through whom anyone can be made right with God. Being counted as
righteous was the greatest blessing God gave to Abram. It was more important than descendants
and land. Today, God may not accomplish great things in our lives similar to what He did
through Abram. God may not give us many future offspring. Many Christians remain single. God
does not give some believers a son to carry on the family name. We may never accumulate much
riches. The only land that God blesses us are our houses. Many people may not even have their
own properties. However, God gives salvation to every sinner who puts their trust in Jesus
Christ. We can never achieve a righteous status or use anything to exchange for it. It is a priceless
and eternal gift God gives to us. We can only receive it by faith and with thankfulness.

3. JEEFENG 1 H Promise of a State

God gave the promises of a son and a status to Abram. Next, He also repeated the promise of a
state to Abram. He and his future generations would receive Canaan. For that, we will read from
verses 7 to 11. On hearing that, Abram asked God how he could know that it would surely
happen. Abram was not doubting God. He was looking for something tangible to affirm God’s
words. The Lord showed mercy to Abram, knowing that the man’s faith was still growing. He
confirmed His promise with a ceremony. God asked Abram to cut some animals into halves and
lay them on the ground. In those days, people performed the ritual when they entered into an
agreement. For example, when two nations signed a peace treaty. Representatives from both
sides would hold hands and walk in the middle past the animal pieces. It would be like saying to
each other: “May the same thing happen to the person who betrays his words.” God showed
Abram that He was bound by His promises. Of course, God did not have to go through the ritual
because He would never lie or forget what he said. He will follow through His promises. God
used a way that Abram could understand to confirm His words. It will be like two persons
making a promise. Suppose a father tells his son that they will go to the park the coming
weekend. The two persons hook pinkies to secure the deal. It is an assurance to the boy, because
he knows dad will stick to his words. It was as if God was hooking pinkies with Abram. The
promise is as solid as a rock. What happened after Abram had prepared the animals? We will
continue to read verses 17 and 18. God appeared as a flame and went through the animals. Thus
a covenant was made. The Hebrew words for “covenant” and “cut” share the same root. Abram
cut open some animals to set up the covenant. We borrow the expression and say that we cut a
deal when we reach a bargain with someone. Notice God did not ask Abram to walk past the
pieces along with Him. God initiated a one-sided agreement with the man. All that Abram
required to do was to accept the offer by faith. It must have been spectacular to see fire coming



down from the sky and traveling across the ground. Such visual effects would be etched into
Abram’s brain. He would surely share the experience with his children. Today, God may not
display His power in a similar way. He does not need to. There are many promises in God’s
Word we can count on. He has a perfect record that shows He will complete what He has said.
But sometimes, God uses specific ways to increase our faith. For example, you may come across
Bible verses out of the blue that contain the answer you pray for. God may remind you of His
promise through a friend’s encouragement. God will also lift the burden out from your shoulders
and grant you peace as you pray. Besides, there are other experiences that are common to all
Christians. There are two ceremonies in the New Testament that every believer will go through.
First is the baptism. The ritual does not save anyone. It is for believers who are already saved to
openly witness their faith. They identify with Jesus in His death, burial and resurrection as they
go into and come out from the water. The process strengthens our faith. Other than the baptism,
the Lord told us to use the communion to remember His death. The Bible does not specify how
often we should observe the Lord’s Supper. Some churches do so weekly, others monthly. Our
church holds it every other month. We just did it last week. We use the bread to symbolize Jesus’
body and the cup to represent His blood. The two elements remind us of Jesus’ sacrificial love.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

God assures us that His promises are sure. Commitment is a huge thing. The story of Jennifer
Wilbanks illustrates that. Wilbanks was engaged to John Mason. A lavish wedding ceremony was
planned. There would be 600 guests and 14 bridesmaids and 14 groomsmen. However, Wilbanks
disappeared days before the ceremony. The family reported to the police. It then triggered a
nationwide hunt. Relatives came up with a $100,000 reward. There were pictures of Wilbanks in
newspaper and on telephone poles. A few days later, she called her fiancé, saying that she
escaped from the person who abducted her to another city 1,500 miles away. Everyone rejoiced
that Wilbanks was found and unhurt. When interviewed by the police, Wilbanks finally told the
truth. She was overwhelmed by the commitment of getting married. Therefore, she just slipped
away and made up some stories to cover her tail. She turned herself in after she had used up all
the cash. The family’s joy soon turned into embarrassment. Wilbanks said she decided to become
a runaway bride because she needed more time to think about marriage. I am sure after this
incident the groom might need even more time to think about marrying her. Unlike us, God will
never change His mind once the plans are drawn. He asked Abram to cut open animals to make a
covenant. It foreshadows the new covenant Jesus made with us in His blood. His body was
broken and His blood was shed for us. It is an irreversible and unconditional covenant. All who
put their trust in Jesus and receive Him by faith will be saved. Thank the Lord for His love for
us!
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