“The Power of Partnership”
(Mark 2:1-12)

Introduction — Something Happens when Jesus is in the
House! It is true in our Marriages, in our Homes, and in our

Churches! (unity, excitement, expectation — love coming to
church)

I. The Presence of the Master. (“it was noised
that Jesus was in the house” — people were talking!

Context: Sleepy little fishing village of Capernaum; many
times — a central hub of operations for his ministry.

Key: Story is told in 3 of the Gospels (Matthew 9; Luke 5)
v' Atmosphere of Supernatural Energy

v' Atmosphere of Spiritual Expectancy
II. The Partnership of the Men.

v" Burden for their Friend.

Question: How did they know? Possibly from their own
Experience (former leper, blind, lame, etc.)

v" Creativity in the face of Adversity — would not
take no for an answer! They found a way... (Dust
and Debris falling; and then Daylight as they broke
through the ceiling)

v’ We are always better together!

Note: They shared a common mission; shared their
resources; a collaborative effort in working together
(Tennessee Baptists are in Partnership like never before!)

v' Persistence of their Faith (Jesus saw their faith)
III. The Priority of the Ministry of Jesus.

v" This was a Divine Interruption that was Pivotal in

the ministry of Jesus. (His mission — to seek and to
save those who are lost)!

Note: Jesus dealt with the primary issue first (sins are
forgiven)

Hymn: “The vilest offender who truly believes, that
moment, from Jesus - a pardon receives!

v" The Scribes shared their Criticism (they knew the
Scripture — “Only Yahweh can blot out
transgressions”) — a defining moment (they sat
there), never lifted a finger to help. Jesus did both -
he also healed his body!

Call to the church — a Burden for Broken people; a call to
Creativity and Partnership in ministry!

Ilustration — My brother Mike; fishing in a large lake;
family struggling in the water... (Rescued a Family from
drowning)

Hymn: | was sinking deep in sin, far from the peaceful
shore, very deeply stained within, sinking to rise no more...
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