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5= INTRODUCTION

Today, we begin a three-part series on the study of the Holy Spirit. When I became a Christian
over 40 years ago, | knew very little about the Holy Spirit. I thought the Holy Spirit is a force,
through which God accomplishes His work. Perhaps I watch too many Sci-Fi movies! There is a
misconception among churches. Some pastors are afraid to teach about the Holy Spirit, lest their
members will go charismatic. Therefore, they would rather say nothing about it. They are like
those parents who never speak about boy and girl relationship and drugs. However, if kids do not
get the right concepts from their dad and mom, they may believe what the social media or their
friends tell them. Correct knowledge will steer us to the right direction. We can discern what is
wrong if we know what God sees as true. Passages about the Holy Spirit are widespread
throughout the Bible. Today, we will cover a few general topics.

772 EXPLANATION
1. EEEEfV5{7 Who is the Holy Spirit?

The fundamental truth we need to know is who is the Holy Spirit? The simple answer is that the
Holy Spirit is God. Christians believe in the Trinity God. The Father is God, Jesus Christ is God
and the Holy Spirit is also God. However, the Bible clearly states that there is only one true God.
Therefore, theologians came up with the term “Trinity” to describe the status. The three parts of
the Trinity are called three “persons.” Mormons or Jehovah Witnesses are correct that the word
“Trinity” cannot be found in the Bible. But the concept is in the book. It is a fact, much like we
eat chicken even though the word does not appear in the Bible. Since the Holy Spirit is God, He
shares the same glory, power and attributes with the Father and with Jesus Christ. Let us look at
some Bible passages that prove the identity of the Holy Spirit.

A. §EEES Revered

First, the Holy Spirit is to be revered. He deserves the same honor as the Father and the Son.
Some Bible verses put the three titles on the same level. We hear 2 Corinthians 13:14 almost
everything Sunday: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. We cite this verse at the end of a service. A pastor is not quoting
the words from famous people to inspire the congregation. He wishes the Trinity God to bless
everyone. Only God has the power to preserve the well-being of His people. Another familiar
verse where all three names of the Trinity are presented is in Matthew 28:19, in which Jesus
says: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” We use baptism to affirm the faith of the candidates. They
believe in the Trinity God. We also acknowledge the authority of the church is given by God.
Those who baptize in our church are not just FCBC members, but they also admit that they are
Jesus’ followers. According to these two verses, the Holy Spirit is equal to the Father and the
Son. He is to be revered as God.

B. #IE4H Rejected



However, the Holy Spirit is rejected by many. We see an example in Acts 5. Some believers
voluntarily sold all they had and shared everything with others. A couple did the same thing. But
they were dishonest. Peter confronts the husband in verse 3: ...“Ananias, why has Satan filled
your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the
land?” The couple said they had offered all their money but in fact they held back a portion.
Compared this verse to the next: ...“You have not lied to man but to God.” Peter says lying to
the Holy Spirit is the same as lying to God. It implies that the Holy Spirit is God. We can also
refer to Mark 3:29-30 — 29 “But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin” — 30 for they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.”
Some teachers saw Jesus cast out demons. They attributed Jesus’ power to Satan, although they
knew that His power came from the Holy Spirit. The Lord said it was unthinkable for Satan to
fight against his servants. He said those leaders could not be forgiven, not because God is
unwilling to forgive them but because they would not admit their sins. Rejecting the power of the
Holy Spirit is equal to rejecting the Savior. Perhaps you are not convinced that Jesus is God or
you still have doubts on certain truths. Just keep searching. Jesus welcomes sincere seekers.

C. Z¥7FE Resisted

The Holy Spirit should be revered, but He can be rejected. Also, He can be resisted. Rejection
and resistance are different things. Suppose a person does not like his boss. He can reject his
supervisor and quit the job. He can also stay with the company, but resist the leader’s orders. The
boss asks the person to compile a report by 5 p.m. But he excuses that he cannot get it done until
the next day. A non-believer can reject the calling of the Holy Spirit to salvation. Only those who
submit to Him can be saved. God then restores our title as His children. However, He does not
make us into robots. We can resist the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Paul reminds in Ephesians
4:30 — And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption. In the context, Paul describes the transition we go through when we receive Jesus as
taking off our old self and putting on a new self. Picture it like wearing clean clothes after a
shower. After we became Christians, we must rely on the power of the Holy Spirit to live a godly
life. If we intentionally commit sin, we grieve the Holy Spirit, much like children break the
hearts of their parents when they disobey. God shows us grace if we humbly confess to Him.

2. EEEEfN T {F What does the Holy Spirit Do?

After clarifying who the Holy Spirit is, next we need to ask what does He do? We will bring up
some general aspects today. We will talk more about the works of the Holy Spirit related to our
salvation the next two weeks.

A. EYIHJA#E Creation of Everything

The Holy Spirit was involved in the creation of everything. His name is mentioned in the first
chapter of the Bible. Look at Genesis 1:1-2 — 1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and
the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep.
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. The Holy Spirit existed before
the creation. It proves that He is God. With regard to the 6™ day of creation, the Scripture says in

2



verse 26: Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness...” Notice the use of
pronouns “us” and “our” here. It implies that more than one person of the Trinity took part in the
creation process. Psalm 33:6 provides further information: By the word of the Lord the heavens
were made, and by the breath of his mouth all their host. The word “breath” here is the same
Hebrew word for “Spirit” in Genesis 1:2. In sum, we can deduce that God made the universe
through the Holy Spirit. Not only did the Holy Spirit create everything, He also recreates us and
gives us a new life in Jesus Christ. Regardless of our background, we are precious in God’s eye.

B. HiH[fKE %5 Communion with Jesus

The Holy Spirit created everything. He also had communion with Jesus in His earthly ministries.
Matthew 3:16 tells us: And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water,
and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and coming to rest on him.” The Holy Spirit fall onto Jesus at His baptism. Right after that,
Jesus began His gospel work. The Holy Spirit gave His support to Jesus. But it is more than
friends and family cheering you up at a sport competition or music performance. The Holy Spirit
strengthened Jesus too. See Luke 4:18-19 — 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 19 to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Jesus was reading from Isaiah 61. What the prophet
foretold had been fulfilled in Jesus. The anointing of the Holy Spirit gave Jesus authority to heal
the sick and release people from the bondage of sin. The same Holy Spirit also has communion
with believers. He gives them the power to share the gospel and to lead people to receive Jesus.

C. E22X[Y4RE Composition of the Bible

The Holy Spirit created everything and had communion with Jesus. Moreover, the Holy Spirit
directed the composition of the Bible. Paul says in 2 Timothy 3:16 — All Scripture is breathed out
by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.
Just like the Hebrew word, the Greek word for “breathe” can also mean “Spirit.” Paul is saying
that writers composed the Bible through the Holy Spirit. Today, we say that an artist gets an
inspiration to create art-works, whether it is a painting, a song or a book. In comparison, God put
messages into authors’ minds. Each person in turn freely expressed the content in his own style.
For example, Peter and John were fishermen and so they use simple words. Whereas, Paul was a
scholar, and he could explain deep theological concepts. There were over 40 men who spent
about 1,500 years to finish composing the Bible. However, they wrote about the same God with
identical attributes and characters, and He has the same promises and intents for mankind. The
Holy Spirit is the director behind those human writers. Ultimately, the Bible is the Word of God.
It contains all the information we need to know about God and to believe in Him. It has the
power to change lives. It also includes the instructions we need to live a holy life.

3. BEEERNVHIH When does the Holy Spirit Come?

So far we have learned who the Holy Spirit is and some of the works He does. The Holy Spirit
exists forever. But when does He come to mankind and interact with us?



A. JEZF Promise

Jesus promised the disciples that the Holy Spirit would arrive. Look at John 14:16-17 — 16 “And
[ will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the
Spirit of truth...” Jesus called the Holy Spirit the “Helper.” The word refers to an assistant, an
advocate or a defense attorney who provides help. Jesus was about to be arrested the same night,
and be nailed to the cross the next day. He knew that the disciples would be devastated, afraid
and confused. Jesus comforted them by saying that the Holy Spirit was coming and He would be
with them forever. He would guide them in future gospel works. An invisible Helper would take
over the work of the visible Teacher. Today, we receive the same promise. The Holy Spirit lives
in us the moment we accept Jesus. Once enters, He will stay forever. Salvation is not only about
going to heaven when we leave the world. It is also about how we spend the rest of our life as
Jesus’ followers. The Holy Spirit is our Helper. He helps us understand the Bible and apply the
truths in daily life. He also guides us in the path of righteousness, convicts us when we sin and
nudges us to repent.

B. N{E Presence

The Holy Spirit came just as Jesus promised. It confirms His presence in believers. Acts 2:2-4
record: 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and
rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. Many Jews gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate
the Pentecost. The Holy Spirit came as a wind. He fell onto Christians in the form of a fire. They
started talking in a foreign language they had never learned. The Bible calls that “speaking in
tongue.” The Jews who came from others places were shocked to hear local people speak in their
dialects. Peter explained that the prophecy from Joel was fulfilled. God foretold that one day He
would pour out His Spirit over people. As a result, there would be supernatural signs. From then
on, the Holy Spirit will dwell onto people the moment they receive Jesus. However, it does not
mean that every believer will speak in tongue. It is just one of the many spiritual gifts the Holy
Spirit gives believers. There are other gifts such as teaching the Bible, encouraging and serving
others. God decides what gifts to bless each person with so that they can serve in the church.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

The Holy Spirit is God. He had been present before the world existed. The key question is: is the
Holy Spirit in you? It is not a mysterious experience like possession by an evil spirit. He is the
Spirit of truth. He only does things according to the Bible. Among other things, He gives us joy
when we feel depressed, gives us hope when we are unclear of the future and gives us wisdom to
deal with difficult people. He allows us to live a supernatural life. It does not mean we can
perform miracles like Jesus does. But the Holy Spirit will transform our lives beyond our normal
nature. He gives us courage to apologize to people we offended, gives us boldness to share the
gospel and gives us endurance to go through trials. There are two possibilities if you cannot feel
the works of the Holy Spirit. Perhaps you are not a believer. Then you should confess your sins
and accept God’s salvation grace by faith. Perhaps you are a believer, but you still live in your
own way and not God’s way. You should submit to the Holy Spirit and let Him take over.
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