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INTRODUCTION 2|2

Let me begin by defining the sermon title. Cross-examination is a legal term. In a court
proceeding, a witnesses will be asked to testify. A lawyer will ask each person questions related
to the case. After that, the attorney of the opposing side will ask the same witness other
questions. This step is known as cross-examination. The purpose is to cast doubts on the person’s
knowledge of the matter and his credibility. The lawyer may request proofs that the witness
actually saw what had happened. The lawyer may also reveal signs that show the witness is not a
reliable person. There is a different cross examination based on our Bible passage today: the
cross examines what kind of person we are. All four gospels record that two criminals were
nailed to the cross beside Jesus. We will call them criminal 1 and 2. Of the four writers, only
Luke includes the conversation between the three men. In our study, we will examine in what
ways we can identify with each person. The two criminals were sentenced to death; only Jesus
volunteered to die. The Lord chose not to save Himself, because He was determined to save us.

EXPLANATION fi#f
1. Convicted EJE

All three persons were convicted. But only the two criminals deserved to die. In verse 41,
criminal 2 admits that they were guilty: “And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due
reward of our deeds...” The man honestly accepted the punishment. In comparison, criminal 1
mocked Jesus. Hear his insult in verse 39: ...“Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” It
was a mockery instead of a challenge. He did not believe that Jesus could save anyone. That
reminds me of an incident in my teenage years. The front doorknob at home was loosened. I took
it down and tried to fix it. Just then my dad said: “Are you sure you can repair it?” I jiggled it a
little and put it back on the door. Done! My father was speechless. I learned a valuable parenting
lesson: always appreciate your kids for their courage to try. Criminal 1 denied Jesus’ power. On
that day, most people said the same thing to Jesus: “Save yourself!”” That included some Roman
officials (v. 35), soldiers (v. 37) and the crowd (Matthew 27:40). The Jewish religious leaders
criticize in Matthew 27:42 — “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel;
let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him.” Would they believe if Jesus
did what they asked for? Probably not. My former pastor in Hong Kong said it well: “If I were
Jesus, I would have slapped their faces, I then climbed back up to the cross.” Their common
problem was disbelief. Nowadays, some people say: “I’ll believe if Jesus appears before me.”
Or: “T’ll believe if I see Jesus perform a miracle.” At that time, many people saw Jesus perform
miracles. Most of them still did not believe. It is a heart issue and not an eye issue. My
encouragement to seeker friends is to read the Bible with an objective mind. Do not jump to a
conclusion so soon because Jesus did or did not do something. Go deeper and ask why He acted
that way. For example, why did He not save Himself when He had supernatural power? The
answer will lead you to the truth. We should not believe in anything superstitiously. We should
not reject the truth stubbornly either. As for our brothers and sisters: do you identify with the two
criminals that you deserve God’s judgment? There will be little thankfulness to the Lord if you



do not recognize your sinfulness. You may even reason that you are good enough to go to heaven
without Jesus. God loved us and Jesus died for us when we were still lost in sins. Do not take His
grace lightly. We must always remember God’s love. Some people like to look at photo albums
every now and then. Those pictures remind them of their relationship with family members.
Christians should read the suffering of Jesus in the Bible often too. Play a movie in your mind as
you walk through the details. It will cause you to thank the Lord for what He did for you.

2. Confessed 758

Both criminals were convicted for their crimes. But only the second man verbally confessed his
wrongdoings. In verse 40, he rebukes criminal 1 for insulting Jesus: “Do you not fear God?”
They both suffered punishment from the government. But criminal 2 knew that he would receive
eternal condemnation from God too. His judgment will always be fair. To confess to God is more
than saying sorry. The Greek word for “confess” means to say the same thing. It means we agree
with God’s standard for sin. We take full responsibility for the offense. In doing so, we submit to
God’s judgment. We can only plea for His mercy. We dare not fight for justice because we only
deserve hell. It is up to God to decide whether to punish or pardon us. The parable of the prodigal
son is a good illustration. The young man squandered his father’s money. He asked his dad to
treat him as a servant. He would rather work for his father the rest of his life. In the end, the
father accepted his son back home. That is how God forgives us. It is immediate, complete and
unconditional. Besides admitting his sins, criminal 2 made another confession. The same Greek
word “confess” can also mean to acknowledge. Criminal 2 had a correct understanding of Jesus.
He says in verse 41: ““...but this man has done nothing wrong.” People had different opinions
why Jesus was put on the cross. Some thought that He was a victim of a conspiracy or He died as
a martyr of a new religion. Most Jews rejected Jesus because He did not fulfill their expectation
to start a revolution to overthrow the Romans. Criminal 2 had a different perspective. He says in
verse 42: ...“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” The man reasoned that if
Jesus was truly the Messiah, then one day He would become a king. Criminal 2 might not see
Jesus as God. At least he wished to be with Jesus in the future kingdom no matter how it looked
like. We must realize the identity of ourselves and Jesus’ before we will receive Him. We must
confess that we are sinners, and Jesus is the Savior. It takes courage to owe up to our sins. There
is no excuse that “I was born that way” or “Satan made me do it.” It also takes humility to admit
that we cannot save ourselves. Jesus did not only die with the two men. He died for them.
Criminal 2 got the penalty for his crimes. However, he was saved from the judgment of God.
Jesus is the only way to salvation God prepares for us.

3. Confirmed #'3¢

In the story, two persons were convicted but only one of them confessed to Jesus. As a result,
Jesus confirmed that the man was forgiven. The Lord assures in verse 43: ...“Truly, I say to you,
today you will be with me in paradise.” The Greek word for “paradise” was adopted from the
Persian language. It means a garden. When a Persian king wanted to treat a guest with honor, he
would take the person for a tour in his garden. Now Jesus told the man that he would be in His
paradise together. The word “paradise” appears in two other passages. In 2 Corinthians 12, Paul
recalls a vision where he was taken up to the paradise. Revelation 2:7 gives us a better idea of
where paradise is: ...“To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is



in the paradise of God.” Paradise is heaven, where the tree of life will be. Jesus confirmed with
the man that they would both go to heaven. It was redundant for Him to add “truly, I say to you”
because He never lied. What He foretold would definitely happen like yesterday’s news. Jesus
told criminal 2 that TODAY He would arrive in paradise. Torture on the cross would soon turn
into an everlasting peace. Such words gave comfort to criminal 2. Contrary to what most people
at the scene thought, Jesus was able to save people even when He was on the cross. His words
alone had forgiving power. The experience of criminal 2 is consistent with Paul’s teaching in
Ephesians 2:8-9 — 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. The man on the
cross could not do anything. He could not even find water and receive baptism. All that he could
say was “Jesus, remember me.” The Lord granted salvation to the man out of his simple faith.
We must show the same helplessness before Jesus. What is written on your school report card,
your resume or business card cannot exchange for God’s grace. Salvation is a gift, not a wage. It
is received but not earned. My dad passed away in 2022. Due to the pandemic, [ was not able to
go back to see him the last time. I told my younger sister to whisper a simple prayer to his ear: “I
am a sinner. Jesus Christ save me.” My dad was unconscious at that time. I did not know if he
heard it and if he pleaded to the Lord accordingly. It is God’s blessing that you hear the gospel.
God’s grace is available to you. Do not wait. Confess your sins and accepts Jesus by faith today.

CONCLUSION &E4

The Lord chose not to save Himself, because He was determined to save us. He showed
compassion on the cross. The word “compassion” can be broken down into “com” which means
together, and “passion” which refers to suffering. Jesus endured pain and shame for us by
suffering with us. The following story illustrates such quality. Dr. Samuel Weinstein is the chief
heart surgeon of a children’s hospital in New York. In 2006, he traveled to El Salvador with a
medical team. Their goal was to help poor people with life-threatening conditions. One patient
was 8-year-old Francisco. The team performed a surgery on him. Everything went well for
twelve hours. Then the team ran into a difficult situation. They had a hard time to stop the
bleeding. Soon they realized that there was no more matching blood to give to Francisco. He is
B-negative. According to the Red Cross, only 2% of the population has it. The only person in the
room with the correct blood type was Dr. Weinstein. He knew exactly what to do. He took off his
gloves and washed his forearm. While his colleagues carried on the operation, Dr. Weinstein sat
at a corner and donated his blood. He took a short break while his blood was circulating into
Francisco’s body. Dr. Weinstein then resumed the procedure. Francisco fully recovered later. The
doctor saved the boy’s life by giving him blood. Jesus did more than that. He gave up His life so
that He can give a new life to those who believe Him. It is an eternal life. The cross examines
what kind of person we are. Do you identify yourself with criminal 1, who mocked at Jesus and
rejected Him? Or do you identify yourself with criminal 2, who begged Jesus for mercy and
accepted Him?
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