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5]& INTRODUCTION

Patience is not a popular quality most people seek after. We have microwave ovens, instant-food
and high-speed internet. The faster we get, the more impatient we become. A senior couple saw
their doctor because they lost patience toward one another. Everything checked out to be fine.
The doctor realized that forgetfulness was a cause for their conflict. He suggested to them to jot
down notes to help them remember things. The couple were watching TV one evening after
dinner. The husband stood up and walked toward the kitchen. His wife asked: “Where are you
going?” “I just want to get some water.” The man answered. She requested, “Can you cut a slice
of cake for me?” Her husband replied, “Sure!” The lady suggested, “Do you want to write it
down?” The guy said, “Nah, how can I forget such a simple thing.” His wife continued, “Can
you also add a few strawberries and whipped-cream at the top? Are you sure you don’t need to
write it down?”” The man was annoyed. He reacted: “No worries. I got it!” The husband did not
return until 15 minutes later. He brought two fried eggs and some ham on a plate. The wife was a
little upset. She asked: “Where is my toast?” We need patience when things do not turn out the
way we have expected. In our passage today, James encourages people to be patient as they
suffer injustice. Besides “patient” or “patience,” we also find the word “steadfast” or
“steadfastness” in the text that shares a similar meaning. Patience has to do with the mentality.
Patient people bear an offense without looking for an opportunity to pay back. Whereas,
steadfastness is related to the goal. Steadfast people will not back down because they look
forward to a good result. We will use the term “endurance” to summarize those words. James
tells us that since God is in control, we can endure suffering.

fi#F2 EXPLANATION
1. ZmfiyZER Expressions of Endurance

First, we see some expressions of endurance in the passage. James encourages his readers to
pursue two things and avoid two other things. In verse 7, he tells people to work hard like a
farmer. A farmer needs endurance before he will reap a harvest. He tills the ground, then sows
seeds. Next, he has to wait for the rain to come. James mentions early and late rains. The early
rain comes around October to November after planting. The late rain arrives between March and
April when the crops mature. Rain is beyond a farmer’s forecast or control. Not enough rain, too
much of it or rains at the wrong time can be detrimental. Israelites surely know that rain is God’s
blessing. God tells them in Deuteronomy 11:13-14 — 13 “And if you will indeed obey my
commandments that I command you today, to love the Lord your God, and to serve him with all
your heart and with all your soul, 14 he will give the rain for your land in its season, the early
rain and the later rain, that you may gather in your grain and your wine and your oil.” Rain,
along with food, fertility of animals and people and protection from enemies, are God’s
blessings. The condition for all those gifts is obedience to God’s Word. People who obey God
will thank Him when they have success. Other than working hard, James also reminds his
readers to stand firm in their faith. Sometimes their good intentions may not lead to a favorable
outcome. Non-believers may be taken advantage of them because they are gentle and kind.



People may lie to them or slander behind their back. They should stand firm even when they
suffer. Apostle Peter gives the same advice in his letter. For example, 1 Peter 3:14-15 reads:

14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of
them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and respect. Some people may return harm for good. They may think that believers
are naive and dumb. But a few of them will ask why we do not turn bitter or strike back. That
may open up a gospel conversation. Working hard in our duties and standing up for our faith are
the two things we should do. James then tells us two other things we should avoid. In verse 9, he
asks us not to grumble against one another. In Exodus, God sent Moses to Pharoah and asked
him to let the Israelites leave Egypt. The king denied the request. Why would he allow a
multitude of slave labors to go freely? In return, Pharaoh asked the foremen to increase the
demands on the Israelites. They then grumbled to Moses: “It’s all your fault!” In addition to not
grumbling, James also tells people not to take any oath in verse 12. At that time, people swore by
God’s name to affirm that they were telling the truth. We are required to do the same thing in
court. James is not against taking an oath. He is saying that we do not need to do so if we are
being honest. James quotes Jesus’ teaching by saying: let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no.
Just say what you mean, and mean what you say. People will believe your words if they feel that
you are a truthful person. Saying things in a godly manner is consistent with James’ lessons
throughout the book. Regardless of the circumstances or people’s reactions, we should do what
God sees as right. That is why we need endurance while waiting for the results. Work hard on the
tasks God assigns to you, and stand firm in your faith. Perhaps you do not see any progress yet in
your studies, career, efforts spent on your kids or church ministries. Just remain faithful and
diligent. God will bless your hard work in due time.

2. AYEEE: Examples of Endurance

We express endurance through positive actions. Also, we can learn from others’ examples of
endurance. James brings up two examples. First, there are prophets. We can use Jeremiah as a
representative. Like other prophets did, Jeremiah spoke about God’s judgment and future hope.
Jeremiah pleaded for people to repent. They worshipped idols, oppressed the poor and twisted
justice in court. Jeremiah also told people to surrender to Babylon because there would be 70
years’ of exile. But God would bring them back afterward. The king got mad. He torn the scroll
on which God’s message was written and burned it. He would rather believe in the empty hope
from false prophets. Eventually, Babylon defeated Judah. Why did prophets convey God’s words
even when no one wanted to listen? First, it was a command from God. Second, the audience
could not excuse that there was no warning when God’s judgment finally came. The prophet
expresses his feelings in Jeremiah 20:8-9: 8 For whenever I speak, I cry out, I shout, “Violence
and destruction!” For the word of the Lord has become for me a reproach and derision all day
long. 9 If I say, “I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name,” there is in my heart as
it were a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot.
Nowadays people embrace the health and wealth gospel but shut their ears to a call for
repentance. People may hate us because they hate God. Our task is to tell the truth. God will
protect us. Besides the prophets, another example of endurance is Job. He was a righteous man.
He suffered for no apparent reason. Job 1:9-11 shows us a rare scene: 9 Then Satan answered
the Lord and said, “Does Job fear God for no reason? 10 Have you not put a hedge around him



and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his
possessions have increased in the land. 11 But stretch out your hand and touch all that he has,
and he will curse you to your face.” God allowed Satan to attack Job. As a result, Job lost
everything overnight — his ten children and all his animals. But he remained faithful to God. The
devil went to God a second time. God gave Satan permission to hurt Job as long as he did not
take his life. Hence, Job had painful sores all over his body. His wife suggested him to curse God
and commit suicide. Later, Job’s three friends came to see him. Their consolation turned into
condemnation. Here is their logic: Since God blesses us when we obey Him, misfortunes must be
His punishment for our sins. Those words are like adding salt to wounds. Finally, God showed
up. He rebuked the three friends for their false accusation. God also reminded Job of His power
and wisdom. In the end, God compensated Job for his losses. James wraps up Job’s story by
saying in verse 11: ...the Lord is compassionate and merciful. God is good and He shows
kindness to His children. No one can fully know His plans. He invites us to trust Him even when
things do not make sense. Examples of endurance are helpful in our suffering. Obeying God does
not exempt us from hardship. Do not fall into the ditch of self-pity. Even when no one
understands your feelings, God does. The world worships success, but few people ask what it
takes to get there. Recently, a professional baseball player says: “Boring leads to brilliance.”
Conditioning exercises and regular practice are tedious and gruesome. But there will not be good
performance in games without them. We need endurance especially when there seems to be no
end to our suffering. You may be struggling from a chronic illness, an undesirable relationship or
criticism instead of appreciation for your efforts. Do not give up. Keep your poise. God is on
your side.

3. i3S Expectations in Endurance

Expressions of endurance prove our faith in God. Examples of endurance encourage us when we
suffer. Expectations in endurance keep us going as we look forward to a bright future. There will
be an end to our sufferings. Both verses 7 and 8 say the Lord is coming. All the conditions for
Jesus’ return are ready. Prophecies about His earthly life had all been fulfilled. Jesus’ resurrection
and ascension initiate the final chapter of the salvation plan. Verse 9 describes Jesus as the judge
standing at the door. He will return to judge the world. There are two judgments in the Bible.
First, there will be a sentencing for non-believers. They will be condemned and will forever be
separated from God. There will be unending torment, and there will be no second chance and no
hope. Then there will be a different judgment for believers. It will be more like an award
ceremony. God will give each person various rewards depending on their faithfulness in the
world. The return of Jesus is a great news to those who suffer for their faith. Throughout history,
many of them were persecuted, imprisoned, tortured and even died for their belief. One day God
will right all the wrongs. It has been over 2,000 years since the Lord made His promise. Will He
come back? Absolutely! Apostle Peter reminds us in 2 Peter 3:9-10 — 9 The Lord is not slow to
fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should
perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and
then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and
dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. Let us highlight a few
things. First, Jesus has yet to appear not because there is a delay. He is giving seekers more time
to repent. Those who do not know Jesus must accept Him soon. Second, Jesus’ arrival will be
like a thief sneaking in. He will come suddenly and catch many people off-guard. But Christians



must stay alert. Jesus told us that there will be signs leading to His return. They include major
natural disasters. There will also be conflicts and even wars between nations. Moreover, people
will turn cold to the truth and they will go after false religions. Jesus said the frequency and
intensity of those events will increase as His return is getting near. But at the same time, the
gospel will continue to spread. Third, God will destroy the world with fire. In Noah’s time, God
wiped out all living things with a flood. In the future, He will use fire to cleanse the world. Peter
has more insights in verses 11-13: 11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of
people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and
the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But according to his promise we are waiting for
new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. After this temporary world is
consumed, God will usher His people to an everlasting home. It will be a perfect place. God’s
righteousness will rule over it. There will be no more sin, sickness and separation. Peter urges us
to get ready for it. We should live like heavenly citizens in this world. We conduct a holy and
godly life. Our good behavior will attract people to Jesus. Since all our earthly treasures will be
destroyed in fire, that should change our perspective on money, material possessions and
achievements. We still do our best in school, at work and at home. The goal is not to serve
ourselves. Rather, we serve God by serving others. We can look at gain and loss lightly, knowing
that God’s eternal reward is much better and long-lasting than what the world can offer.

4&5m CONCLUSION

We can endure suffering since God is in control. In our human nature, we try to avoid suffering.
The world persuades us to indulge in comfort and convenience. However, Jesus never guarantees
us a smooth-sailing as we follow Him. Quite the contrary! Doing right things sometimes may
lead to unpleasant results. In 2019, an elementary school in Florida asked students to dress to
support their favorite colleges. A fourth-grade boy, let us just call him Tyler, loves the University
of Tennessee. He came up with an idea to make his own T-shirt. He drew “UT” on a piece of
paper, then pinned it to an orange shirt. He was very excited to show it in school. Unfortunately,
some girls made fun of Tyler’s design during lunch. His teacher, Laura Snyder, noticed that Tyler
returned to the classroom in tears. She decided to do something. She bought a UT shirt for Tyler.
She also shared the matter on the social media, asking people who have connection with the
college to do something special for Tyler. School officials caught the attention. The associate
athletic director of UT sent a “Proud Pack” to the elementary school. There were shirts, caps,
notes from staff and a football signed by the head coach in it. That was not the end of the story!
The school decided to make T-shirts based on Tyler’s design. Part of the proceeds would be
donated to an anti-bullying foundation. In the end, over 100,000 shirts were sold and almost a
million dollars were raised. UT also guaranteed a four-year scholarship to Tyler when he
graduates from high school. We all love a story with such a happy ending. However, there may
not be sunshine and rainbows at the end of every storm in life. When Jesus died on the cross, no
one in their right mind would say that it could amount to anything good. But God had intended to
turn a tragedy into a blessing. Today, God may not protect us in a shield. But He strengthens us
by His Spirit. By putting our faith in Him will produce endurance in us.
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