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Let me begin by bringing up a controversial issue: cohabitation. About 12% of the population in
the U.S. live together without getting married. They do the same things that married couples do.
They share their home, household chores and expenses. Some even have kids. I am not here to
criticize the choice of those people. They enjoy some benefits of marriage. They claim that they
are committed to their partners. However, they do not want to go through a formal wedding.
They prefer to maintain a relationship in their ways. In comparison, it is not up to us to decide
how to treat our relationship with God. We must conduct Christian life according to God’s way.
Those who believe in Jesus must obey Him completely. Receiving baptism is an expression of
submission to the Lord. As we always emphasize, the ceremony cannot save anyone. We are
saved by Jesus, not by water. We do not want anyone to go through baptism without knowing the
meaning of it. We do not want anyone who knows the meaning of baptism but is unwilling to
receive it either. Today, we will look at Matthew 28:18-20. It is called the Great Commission.
Jesus gave His disciples some last commands before He returned to heaven. The same
instructions are for all churches. We will study the passage with a special focus on baptism.

EXPLANATION fi#fe

Let us consider a few words that begin with the letter “P” based on this passage. First is Power.
Jesus says all power in heaven and on earth has been given to Him. The Father gave Jesus all the
power in the universe. When He was in the world, Jesus taught the Bible with power and He
performed miracles with power. He shared His power with the disciples as He sent them out for
gospel mission. Today, the Lord gives us the same power as His followers. We need God’s power
to fight a spiritual warfare. Paul says in Ephesians 6:12 — For we do not wrestle against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Our opponents are not
various philosophical ideas, secular values or political parties. Our real enemy is Satan who uses
tactics to separate us from God. He uses government oppression and religious persecution to
scare people from standing up for their faith. The devil also distracts people with materialism,
pleasure and busyness of life. They cannot find the time and interest to think about spiritual
matters. We must rely on God’s power as we tell people about Jesus. We cannot convince them to
accept Jesus by our words. We should quote Bible verses, since God’s Word has the power to
enter into people’s mind and convict them of their sins. We must also pray that God will use His
power to change lives. Equipped with God’s power, then we are ready to Preach the gospel.
Jesus told His disciples to do a few things. First, they must go to all nations. The good news is
for all people. Every person is a sinner by birth, and every one of them needs the Savior. The
Lord sends us to different places too. Other Christians may never meet the same people you see
in school or at work, in your family and in your neighborhood. Therefore, you must go. With
God’s power, we change non-believers to believers. Notice Jesus uses a special phrase to
describe it — make disciples. Christians must also be disciples. They are students and followers of
the Lord. Salvation is not a two-step process. Many people mistakenly think that they can
become believers first. Then some time later they decide to become disciples when they get



serious about their faith. Committing to Jesus is like committing to your spouse in marriage. You
cannot tolerate a person who wants to get married first, then commits to you later. Before you
say “I do” you have to make up your mind that you will do so 100%. A marriage lasts a lifetime,
but salvation continues through eternity. True Christians are those who love the Lord totally, in
every situation and forever. Jesus asks us to use baptism as a sign for our commitment to Him.
Baptism is similar to making a vow in a wedding. You use the ceremony to show your intent.
The candidates who will receive baptism today were already saved months or years ago when
they received Jesus into their hearts. In a moment, they will share their testimonies about how
they became believers. The Greek word for “baptize” means to submerge into water. Baptist
churches believe that immersion is a proper way to baptize a person. The Baptist Faith &
Message 2000 describes baptism as “an act of obedience symbolizing the believer s faith in a
crucified, buried, and risen Savior, the believer's death to sin, the burial of the old life, and the
resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ Jesus.” (Baptist Faith & Message 2000;
bfm.sbc.net/bfim2000/) Going into and coming out from the water represent our identification
with Jesus in His death, burial and resurrection. When Jesus rose from the dead to a new life, we
too obtain a new life in Him. Receiving baptism is an important step. But it is not the completion
of Christian life. The next step in disciple-making is to teach people to observe all that the Lord
had commanded us. Paul says in Colossians 2:6-7 — 6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were
taught, abounding in thanksgiving. A growing relationship is a healthy relationship. We know
more about the Lord and His will by reading the Bible at home and learning His Word in the
church. We then apply the truths in daily life. People who falsely believe that they are saved by
the water may disappear from the church soon after baptism. They think that they are dunked and
done! For a similar reason, some couples believe that they have hit the target after a wedding
ceremony. They got the boy/girl of their dream. They do not realize how much effort and
sacrifice it takes to grow a relationship. Men who have such mentality will say to their wives:
“Honey, I told you that I loved you at the wedding. I’1ll inform you if I change my mind.” Guys
like that are losers, not lovers! Our commitment to Jesus must be a growing relationship. We
depend on God’s power, and we go out and preach the gospel. Jesus concludes His command
with a Promise. He told the disciples that He would be with them always even to the end of the
age. Jesus gave them a daunting task. From Jerusalem, this small group of believers would take
the gospel to the rest of the world. The Lord was about to return to heaven. But He promised that
they would never be alone. The Holy Spirit would live in them. He would give them wisdom to
know the Bible. He would give them opportunities to meet people. He would give them boldness
in persecution. The same promise is for us. The same Holy Spirit is in every believer. He leads us
in the truth. He guides us through life struggles. He strengthens us when people challenge our
faith. He gives us words to respond to tough questions. God is always with us.

CONCLUSION &Ez4

Receiving baptism is an expression of submission to the Lord. Today is a major milestone for the
few candidates. They are still spiritual babies regardless of their physical ages. We need to show

our constant care to them. They are our brothers and sisters in the Lord. We should pray for their
spiritual growth. We contact them when they are absent in church meetings. We help them when

they have questions about the Bible. We are blessed to be in the same community of faith. Let us
encourage each other in our walk with the Lord.
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