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INTRODUCTION 5[

Testimonies of eye-witnesses support a fact. It builds confidence when everyone says the
same thing. In 2011, the body of a Russian man, let us just call him Boris, was discovered in
a rural area of Moldova. It is a nation in eastern Europe. Local police went to the scene to
investigate. It was determined that Boris died of a heart attack. A passport he carried
confirmed his identity. The authority then informed Boris’ wife Irina in Minnesota. She
quickly flew to the country. The body was cremated and Irina returned home with the ashes.
A year later, Boris’ older son Alkon had a shocking discovery. While visiting relatives in
Moldova, he saw his father. He was alive! The dead body actually belonged to another
person. Boris and Irina cheated the life insurance company and they collected $2 million
dollars from his policy. They paid the police, medical examiner and funeral home staff to lie.
All the witnesses and evidence are fake. Subsequently, the couple and their son were
prosecuted. Boris did not die, and of course he did not come back to life later. Not so with
Jesus Christ. He truly died and He was indeed resurrected. As we celebrate Easter today, we
will survey the accounts of some eye-witnesses. We are told that seeing is believing. We are
more blessed if we believe without seeing. Those witnesses include a few women and some
disciples. We will choose Mary and Peter, respectively, as the representatives for the two
groups of people.

EXPLANATION fi#fs

A. Testimony of Mary F&Fl|gify H 2

First, we will study the testimony of Mary. We will go over the Biblical records and ask some
related questions.

1. Who was Mary? FEF]qo2fE?

It was a common name at that time. The Bible calls this particular lady Mary Magdelene.
Luke chapter 8 tells us that the Lord cast out seven demons from her. Since then, she and a
few women followed Jesus and His disciples. They supported the brothers’ gospel ministries
with their resources. Mary and a few sisters were present till the end of Jesus’ earthly life.
Matthew 27:55-56 tell us they witnessed Jesus’ death on the cross: 55 There were also many
women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering
to him, 56 among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph
and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. Later that evening, they went with Joseph and
Nicodemus to the tomb. They saw how the two men wrapped Jesus’ body with linen cloth
and placed it inside the tomb. Luke 23:55-56 read: 55 The women who had come with him
from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was laid. 56 Then they returned
and prepared spices and ointments. On the Sabbath they rested according to the



commandment. (See also John 19:38-42). It was late Saturday afternoon when everything
was done. The Sabbath would soon begin at sunset. Therefore, they all went home.

2. Why did Mary Return to the Tomb? Zyfa] B H]ga o] RI[HEE?

Mary and her companions came to the tomb early Sunday morning. They began their trip
once there was a little bit of light for them to see the way. They could not wait to go back to
Jesus’ burial site. Mark 16:1 gives us the reason: When the Sabbath was past, Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and
anoint him. Unlike the Egyptians, the Jews did not embalm people’s remains to preserve
them. Rather, they used the fragrance from the spices to cover the bad smell of decaying
bodies. The women showed their love to the Lord with money, time and effort. They did not
mind getting unclean by touching a dead body either. They did all they could to pay a final
tribute to Jesus.

3. What did Mary See? & F|5iE 5] T {1EE?

When Mary and the women arrived, they noticed something unusual. Luke 24:2-3 record:

2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not
find the body of the Lord Jesus. First, the stone that covered the tomb’s opening was moved.
Second, Jesus’ body was missing. After Jesus had died, the religious leaders went to Pilate
the governor. They remembered Jesus said He would rise three days after death. Therefore,
they asked Pilate for permission to send soldiers to guard the tomb, and to block the opening
with a rock. They thought those measures would prevent Jesus’ disciples from stealing the
body, lest they would make up a story that Jesus had resurrected (Matthew 27:62-66). While
the women were wondering what had happened, two men with shiny clothes appeared. John
tells us that they were angels (John 20:12). The messengers had some important words for
the women. Look at Luke 24:6-8 — 6 ““He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told
you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of
sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” 8 And they remembered his words.
The angels also asked the ladies to tell the disciples to go to Galilee. There they would meet
the resurrected Lord (Matthew 28:7). The women followed the instructions and went to
report to the disciples.

4. How did the Disciples Respond to Mary’s Message? [H{E41{0] [0] [ B Al[aify{E 5?2

Luke describes in verse 11 that the disciples did not believe the women’s testimony. It
seemed to be nonsense to them. Their reaction could be due to two reasons. First, a dead man
coming back to life was too hard to imagine. Second, in those days women had a lower
social status. Their statements were counted as untrustworthy in court. But among the men,
Peter and John went to the tomb to check things out. John 20:5-7 tell us what they saw:

5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying
there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but



folded up in a place by itself. The two disciples confirmed the ladies’ words that the body
was gone. What had happened? Did they go to the wrong location? That seems impossible,
since the women were at the tomb the previous day. Did someone transfer Jesus’ remains to
another place? If so, why did they do that? Moreover, those people had to be brave and
strong enough to confront the guards. A third possibility was that Jesus was indeed risen from
the dead. Everyone was very puzzled about what had taken place.

Applications fEF

At this point, Jesus had yet to appear to anyone. For now, let us consider what we can learn
from Mary. Jesus gave Mary a new beginning by casting out demons from her. She then
followed Jesus and supported His ministries. Today, Jesus saves us and grants us a new life.
We should respond to His grace with the time, money and opportunities He gives us. Mary
was not only faithful to Jesus when He was living. She was faithful even after His death. She
bought expensive perfume to anoint Jesus’ body. We do not remember a deceased founder of
a religion every Sunday. We worship the risen Savior. We give Him our best whether we
serve in a role or we are sitting on the pew. We sing with joy and we pray with a thankful
heart. Mary and the ladies were despised in their society. They knew that the disciples would
not believe their testimonies. But they obeyed the order from the angels and told their stories
anyway. Non-believers may laugh at you when you share the gospel. Our task is to be a
faithful witness. We tell people what the Bible says and how we are saved. We cannot predict
their response or convert them to become Christians. It is the work of the Holy Spirit. He will
change people’s hearts in due time.

B. Testimony of Peter {75V =25

After we studied Mary’s testimony, we now look the disciples’ testimony. We will use Peter
as a representative. Before we look at Luke 24:36-49, there is a side-story in verses 13-35
that is not recorded in other gospels. The resurrected Jesus appeared to two believers when
they were on their way to Emmaus, which was about seven miles to the west of Jerusalem.
After that, they returned to Jerusalem and informed the disciples. They were with other
believers in a house.

1. Why Were They Gathered in the House? ftf{["] A (o] 55 8217 5.2

Things happened at night on the same day when Jesus was resurrected. John 20:19-23
describe the same meeting. Verse 19 tells us why they were there: On the evening of that day,
the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the
Jews... The brothers were hiding in secret because they were afraid of the religious leaders.
They took care of Jesus. Most likely His followers would be the next targets.

2. What Happened at That Time? & 284 7 (/2



The brothers exchanged evidence that Jesus was risen. In Luke 24:34, the people in the room
told the two brothers who were going to Emmaus: ...“The Lord has risen indeed, and has
appeared to Simon!” Simon was another name for Peter. We do not know the details of that
incident because there is no gospel record of it. But the apostle Paul refers to it in 1
Corinthians 15:5. Then the two brothers shared their encounter of the Lord on the road to
Emmaus. Did those people in the room believe that the Lord had resurrected? Probably not
yet. Look at verses 36-37 — 36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood
among them, and said to them, “Peace to you!” 37 But they were startled and frightened

and thought they saw a spirit. They were afraid instead of excited when Jesus showed up. As
much as they trusted the words of the eye-witnesses, they still did not believe that the Lord
came back to life. They thought it was only an image of Him even when Jesus appeared
before them. After all, it is beyond human logic for a person to rise after death.

3. How did Jesus Overcome People’s Disbelief? Hi k401 & B A s iR L AFIHIAR (2

Jesus did a few things to prove that it was really Him. First, He asked them to check His
physical body. He says in verse 39: “See my hands and my feet, that it is [ myself. Touch me,
and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” The Lord in front
of them was not a vision, but a real person. Second, Jesus ate something before them. Look
at verses 42-43: 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate before
them. Jesus could talk, He could be felt and He could eat. But at the same time, it was a
different body. Jesus could enter the room through a locked door. He could also appear and
disappear suddenly. Besides overcoming their physical barrier, Jesus also removed their
spiritual barrier. Verse 45 reads: Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.
Earlier, Jesus opened the eyes of the two believers on the road to Emmaus. Then they
realized that the person talking to them was the resurrected Lord. Now Jesus opened the
minds of the disciples and helped them understand the Bible. He connected the dots that the
Old Testament was talking about Him. The prophecies about His suffering, death and
resurrection had been fulfilled. Jesus was the promised Messiah.

4. Why did Jesus Appear to Those Brothers? Fy{a] HIS i a1 A L6 56 il BEER?

Jesus only showed Himself to a handful of believers. It was because He had an important
task for them. Jesus gives them a command in verses 46-48: 46 ...“Thus it is written, that the
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things.” They must tell others that Jesus was the
sacrificial Lamb of God who died for their sins. But He was also the resurrected Lord. Only
through Him can anyone be saved. Those brothers would use their personal experience to
confirm what the Bible says. They had met the risen Messiah. In verse 49, Jesus also
specifies when they should begin their mission: “And behold, I am sending the promise of
my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”
Jesus was talking about the coming Holy Spirit. It would take place fifty days later at the
Pentecost, as recorded in Acts 2. The Holy Spirit would remind the disciples Jesus’ teaching.



He also gave them power to perform miracles and gave them courage despite great
oppositions from the Jewish and Roman leaders.

Applications [

The disciples lost all hope after their Master passed away. Many of them left their jobs and
families and followed Jesus. What were they going to do next? On top of grief and
confusion, there was also fear. The Jewish religious leaders and the Romans might want to
get rid of all the members of this new religious movement. Jesus must restore their faith
before He could send them to preach the gospel. They did not only hear that Jesus was
resurrected. They must meet Him face to face to clear all the doubts. Jesus was about to
change some cowards into courageous messengers of the gospel. Like those brothers, we are
often too afraid to stand up for the Lord. We do not want to offend relatives by turning down
invitation to a Sunday dim-sum breakfast. We are too timid to say grace when having a meal
with non-believers. We remain silent when classmates or coworkers make fun of the
Christian faith. Thank God that He is gracious. Jesus did not lecture the disciples for their
lack of faith. If the Lord could use them, He can use us too. But we must partner with Him.
Jesus will strengthen us by the Holy Spirit. He will give us the right words to say and
wisdom to answer people’s questions.

CONCLUSION %6

Jesus asked some lowly women and some fearful disciples to be witnesses of His
resurrection. Regardless of people’s reaction, those witnesses told their stories because they
knew it was the truth. The world needs more brave people like them who do right things.
Elon Musk is another example. He is the founder and CEO of Tesla. He is on the news these
days for various reasons. The company was born in 2003 when General Motors recalled all
of its electric cars from customers and crushed them in junkyards. At that time, GM believed
that there was no profitable market for EVs. Musk realized that the only chance for electric
cars to exist was to start his own company. He thought more than likely he would fail. But he
was wrong. A few years later, other manufacturers saw the success of Tesla. It might take
years for them to catch up. Then Musk did the unthinkable. He freely shared some patented
technology to competitors so that they could build their own EVs. Musk hoped that more
people will drive electric cars to substantially reduce carbon emission. He is not just looking
at his personal gain, but also the welfare of mankind. Musk knew that the information he had
was too important not to share. God does not only want to build a better world in this life, but
He desires to bless people for eternity. Jesus Christ was risen. He is the one and only Savior.
He calls us to be followers and witnesses of this good news. The gospel is too important not
to share with others.
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