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OPENING:

Good morning, Church! My name is Bradley Morrow. I serve at Second Presbyterian Church as one of the young
adultpastors. I am excited to explore God’s Word with you this morning. If you have your Bibles, would you meet
me in Matthew 5:43-487?

In Luke4: 18-19, we find the foundation of Jesus’ ministry. It’s here that we see that the gospel is good news to the
poor, it’s freedom for the oppressed, and sightto the blind. Today we will be focusing on the freedom we have in
the gospel. We’ve been freed from something (sin, death, and hell), but we’ve also been freed fo something. This
morning, we’re going to see thatthe gospel of Christ Jesus frees us to love. Matthew 5:43-48 is a partofthe
sermon on the mount, or as RT France titles it, “The Discourse on Discipleship.” Jesus begins this discourse by
addressing his disciples and not the crowds, and instructing them on whatlife is like in the kingdom. The theme
ofthis discourseis thatlife in the kingdom calls disciples to aradically different way of living. Our passage, this
morning is no different. With that in mind, let’s beginning reading, Matthew 5 beginning in verse 43.

PRAYER
INTRODUCTION:

Back in November, Netflix gave us the fight we didn’t know we needed: Jake Paul vs. Mike Tyson. Some of you
may be wondering, “who s Jake Paul?”” Well, it doesn’t really matter. All you need to know about Jake Paul is
thathe’s 27. Now, many of you likely know Mike Tyson, oras he is often referred to, Iron Mike. Mike Tyson is
one of the hardest hitting boxers EVER. He also once bit an opponent’s ear off in the middle of a fight. However,
none of this is really important, because all you need to know about Mike Tyson is his age. Mike Tyson is 58.
Goinginto the fight, a lot of people, including myself, thought Tyson could somehow win. I mean, it’s Iron Mike
after all. Sure, he’s older, but he can still hit hard. Leading up to the fight, his team released video ofhis training,
and he looked great. He was agile, he was quick, and he was punching hard. Even the day ofthe fight, he looked
good. Helooked strong. He looked like the real Mike Tyson. And then the fight started, and very quickly,
everyone realized that he was not the same Iron Mike. Helooked like him, sounded like him, but something was
lacking. Namely youth. Mike Tyson eventually would lose the fight, despite the looking part.

In our passage, Jesus is instructing his disciples on the type of love that is required ofthose in his kingdom. It’s
not ordinary, familiar, or common. It’s radical. I’'m guessing when I say this, but most ofus would likely not say
thatour lives are lacking in love. You may say, “My life is so full of love, how could my love be lacking? [love my
family to bits. [ love my friends, and even my coworkers. My life is filled with love!” Butis your love perfect? It’s
possibleto look the part, but if you are lacking this one thing, love for your enemy, your love is imperfect. In this
passage, Jesus callsusto loveradically by loving our enemies, and he gives us three reasons why we should.
First, because they are our neighbor. Second, because of God’s grace. Lastly, because God is perfect.

Main Point 1- Because we love our neighbors (vv.43-44)



EXPLANTION

Jesus says, “You have heard it was said, “Y ou shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven.”
Tounderstand the point Jesus is making, we need to understand what he means by “neighbor” and whathe means
by “love.”

First, neighbor. Ifafterreading this verse, you thought, “Where did God say love your neighbor and hate your
enemy?”, you’d be asking the right question. The Bible doesn’t say this. Jesus isn’t quoting Scripture, buthe is
quoting their interpretation of Scripture. The interpretation that Jesus is alluding to is that of Lev. 19:18

Leviticus 19:18
Youshall nottake vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your
neighbor as yourself: lam the LORD.

The scribes and Pharisees read Lev. 19 as only pertaining to the people of Israel, and they used its instructions on
the duties to their parents, and the command not to oppress, hate, or take vengeance against your brother as
support to say thatneighbor is synonymous with Israelite. Thus, enemy came to be defined as not just the
opposition, but anyone outside of their community. Now, to get to this conclusion, they had to be creative with
theirhermeneutics, because the very same chapter had instructions such as Lev. 19:9, where the LORD instructs
themto leave the gleanings of the field. Forwhom? Their brothers and kin? No! It was for the poor and the
sojourner (thenon-Jew among you, the outsider).

By commanding them to love their enemies, Jesus isn’t adding to the Law. He is revealing the heart of God that
exists within His Law, and he is defining neighbor as the kingdom defines it. Neighbor, in the kingdom, is anyone
who bears the image of God. And Jesus says to love them. But whatis “love” exactly? Forthose of you with
children, ifyoutoldus, “Ireally lovelittle Jonny,” but you never sacrifice time to go to his games, and when you
go on family vacations, youdo your best to forget he’s there, no one would actually believe you loved Little
Jonny. Why? Because love is more than words and it’s more than feelings. It’s both the heart and hands. That’s
why in Luke 6, Jesus says, “love your enemies, and do good to them.” Loving your neighbor is to desire and seek
their good. Just think about how agonizing and impossible this sounds. For these Jews, Jesus saying this
couldn’thave come ata worsetime. Life is not great right now. They aren’tliving the American dream. The land
freedom they once enjoyed as a nation—gone. They are being brutally taxed, and the freedom they currently
enjoy is dictated, not by fellow Jews, but by Romans (Gentiles). So, when Jesus says, “Love your enemies and
pray for them who persecute you”, it’s not theoretical exercise that he is proposing, but has real time
implications. Despite how impossible it may seem, Jesus says this is the very thing that will authenticate his
disciples.

ILLUSTRATION

In 1 Kings 3:16 two prostitutes come to Solomon with a dilemma. The two had babies, but one died. And they
are both claiming to be the true mother of the living infant. So, king Solomon hears their case. He realizes that
there was no way to make a proper judgment based off their testimonies. So, he comes up withaway to
authenticate who the real motheris. He said, “I have an idea. How about we just slice the baby in half. A half for
you and a half for you.” Then the Bible says, “Then the woman whose son was alive said to the king, because her
heart yearned for her son, “Oh, my lord, give her the living child, and by no means puthim to death.” But the
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othersaid, “He shall be neither mine nor yours; divide him.” Then the king answered and said, “Give the living
child to the first woman, and by no means put him to death; she is his mother.” What exposed who the real mother
was? Her love for her child. Nobody loves a baby like its mother, and it’s that love that proved she was the real
mother.

APPLICATION

My question for you this morning, brother and sister, is what gives you away as a disciple of Jesus? Are you known
more foryour social circles, the sport you play, your family name, than you are for your radical love of people?
Do you pray for those who persecute you or object to your faith? Do you plead to God on their behalf, thathe
mighthave mercy onthem as he had mercy on you, and intercedes for you? As a Church, when people see us,
when they see how we love, are they seeing something familiar or something radical? This is what the gospel
frees us to: to love radically and serve as priests to our neighbors. Butif our love is familiar, and if our prayers are
ordinary, itmay be that we need reminding of the motivating power of God’s grace.

Main Point 2- Because of God’s grace (vv. 45b-47)
EXPLANATION

Jesus says, “love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. For he, the Father, makes his sunrise on the
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.” In theological terms this is called “common
grace.” Common, meaning experienced by every person bearing the image of God, and grace, meaning the
unmerited love of God towards sinful and unworthy people. Every human being experiences the blessing of
sunshine, rain and change of season, because of God’s common grace. Inthe same way God causes rainto fall on
the just and unjust, Jesus says, your love should fall on the just and unjust. Your love should be acommon grace to
your neighbors. It cannotbe earned, and it cannot be lost. What atall task! The world says that love should be
earned. You shouldn’t give itaway freely. It should be under safe keeping. Yet, Jesus says, give itaway.
Naturally, though, we tend to be stingy with our love. So how do we move towards being more gracious.

ILLUSTRATION

Both of my parents grew up on farms in the country. Believe it ornot, that can really shape how you teach your
childtodrive. My dad was my primary driving instructor. When it was time for me to learn how to drive, most of
my friends would say, “Oh yeah, my dad let me drive to Kroger and back.” Or, “We went to an empty parking lot
and drove around.” Well, thatisn’thow my dad taught me to drive. Formy first driving lesson, my dad said, “Hey
Brad, let’s geton [-40 and driveto Memphis.” Inresponse, I said, “Butdad, [ don’tknow howto drive.” And he’s
said, “Brad, it’ll be fine. I’'ll be with you, and I’ll1 tell you what to do.” Clearly his standard for what ittook to be a
confident driver was abnormally high. When I was merging onto I-40 for the firsttime, he didn’tjustsitthere and
hope that I would figure it out on my own. He was in the passenger seat guiding me the entire way. Now, was [ the
onedriving? Yes, | was behind the wheel. But it was my dad guiding and instructing me inhow todoit. All Thad to
dowas trust him and submit to his instruction.

APPLICATION

Thekingdom’s standard for loving your neighbor is high, but the benefit of having an incarnational God is that
Jesusknows how hard itis to love an enemy. He knows how hard itis to pray for those who persecute you, because
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he’sdone it. Jesusisn’t naive. He knows that we can’t do it alone. So, when Jesus ascended to heaven, he sent
his Spiritto indwell his people. And it’s the Holy Spiritthat gives enabling grace, to empower you to love like
Christ. “Well,” yousay, “Tknow [ have the Holy Spirit, but my love doesn’t look radical.” WhenIwaslearning to
drive on I-40, my dad could have guided me until he was blue in the face, butifTdidn’t submit to his instruction, it
wouldn’thave gone well. So ask yourself, have you submitted to the Holy Spirit? Submitting to the Holy Spirit
looks like you saying, “Holy Spirit, whatever you wantto do withmy life, [ surrendertoit.” If you pray this prayer,
he will answer it. Submitting also looks like putting yourself'in situations to live out what he has called you to.
When was the last time you sat down and just meditated on the grace of God? When was the last time that you
reminded yourself of where Jesus found you? Some of us have neverknown a day that we did not know Jesus as
our savior. Praise God, buteven for you, it was by grace that he chose you to know him. When you are gripped by
the grace of God, it will move you to submit to his Spirit. And it will move you to do radical things. For instance,
itwillmove you to be hospitable. If Christ has called us to love our enemy, the outsider, those who are not like
us, shouldn’t who we invite around our dinner tables, look alittle strange at times or at least differently? When
youare gripped by grace and submitted to the Spirit, it will make you more bold in your evangelism. It’llmake
youinvite people to church. It’1l make you create more margin in your life, for the chance of loving your enemy.

Sharing your faith is hard. Inviting someone to church when it seems like it’s the last place they would want to be
ishard. Praying for those who bully you, who degrade you, who try to bring you down, is hard. But we are
compelled by the grace and love of Christ, who, while we were yet still his enemy, not only prayed for us, but
died for us.

Main Point 3- God is perfect (vv.46-48)
EXPLANATION

Lastly, we love our enemies because God is perfect. Jesus says, “Forif you love those who love you, what reward
doyou have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you
doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?”” Jesus points to specific groups of people, tax
collectors and Gentiles. Tax collectors were hated because they were corrupt and stole from their own people.
Gentiles were hated by Jews because they were unclean and pagans, and at this point in history, were the
oppressors. Jesus is saying that even the worstamong you, the thiefand the pagan alike, are able to love
accordingto your standard. Anyone can love people that look like them, dress like them, vote like them, share the
same interests as them, and has the same background as them. Even the Gentiles can do that. God has called us to
ahigherlove. He’s called us to a perfect love. When he says “perfect” he doesn’t mean that we are to be morally
perfecthere and now. Perfect here means complete. Our love is to be perfect or complete, justas the heavenly
Father’s love is perfect. How do we begin to love with acomplete love? What separates our love from that ofthe
tax collectors and the Gentiles?

ILLUSTRATION

In his book, How to Know a Person, David Brooks writes about the art of seeing others and making them feel seen.
He goes on to say that in every crowd, there are “Diminishers” and there are “Illuminators.” Diminishers make
people feel small and unseen. Helists 8 proclivities of Diminishers that prevent them from seeing others, but
there are three that I think are worth mentioning. Firstis what Brooks calls the “size-up.” It’s what you do when
you first meet someone. Based on how they look, you begin making judgments about them. Second is anxiety. I
am so worried abouthow the other person sees me, about what to say nextto make them like me, that I can’t see
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them. Last is what Brooks calls essentialism. Essentialists are quick to use stereotypes to categorize vast swaths
of people and tend to think people in other groups are more different from “us” than they really are. How often
do we experience these proclivities amongst ourselves, at our particularschools, in our social circles? [fwe are
honest, we would have to confess that we all have been the perpetrator ofthese proclivities at one point or
another.

Butthere are also illuminators. To keep from spoiling the book too much, I’ll give you the summary of
illuminator. The key to illuminating is the eyes. Whereas diminishers see people as small and something to be
used, illuminators see people as image bearers of infinite value and dignity. They see people how Jesus sees
them. They see people as neighbors. Brooks says, “When you’re practicing illuminationism, you’re offering a
gaze that answers positively to the question we all ask when we meet: ‘Am I aperson to you? Do you care about
me? Am lapriority foryou?’”

APPLICATION

Therearealot of people in our city who have gone unseen. There may be some ofus in this room, who feel unseen,
size-upped, and stereotyped. We live in a broken city. There are a lot of needs in our city—education, crime,
poverty, and the biggest one, sin. And if we are waiting for the government to fix it, we’re going to be waiting for
eternity. What our city needs most, is for the Church, empowered by the Spirit, to be the Church. We need less
diminishers and more spirit-filled illuminators. Every time you volunteer to help a child read you are
illuminating. Every time you retell the gospel at your job, on your team, in your schools, even though they may
mock you, youare illuminating. Every time you intentionally remember the name ofa guest in the hall, you are
illuminating. Every time you give, you are giving so that people may be seen as they truly are and may know and
be known by God. Butloving people this way does not happen unintentionally. So, how do we train ourselves to
illuminate? We must behold. I love how Brooks defines beholding: “When you’re beholding someone, you’re
seeing the richness of this particular human consciousness, the full symphony—how they perceive and create
their life.” Brothers and sisters, if we are to love with a perfectlove, we must behold Christ on his cross, for on the
cross, wesee this standard of love fulfilled perfectly. On the cross, you have the holy Son of God, the creator and
sustainer of all things seen and unseen. In humility, he forsook the splendor of heaven, to fulfill all righteousness.
Yet,atthe end ofhis life, he was nailed to a cross, beaten, naked, alone. Was it for his sin? No! For ours. For every
time you’ve lied, for every time you’ve lusted, for every idol you’ve ever worshipped, he was nailed to the cross
and the wrath of the Father was poured on Him. He did all of this for you. He did it for you, not when you loved
him, but when you hated him. He did it for you, not when you were his brother, but when you were his enemy. He
didit foryou, because he loved you completely. Heloved you perfectly. Andifyouare notin Christ, thatloveis
available to youas well.

Conclusion:

In 1994, Immaculee Ilibagiza (Y olo buh geeza), a 22-yearoldcollege student, returned home on break for Easter.
While she was home, the tensions between the Tutsi and Hutus reached a boiling point. Within a span of 100
days, over 800,000 Tutsis were killed. Her father, in an attempt to save his daughter, sent herto hide ata friend’s
house who happened to be a pastor, but who also happened to be Hutu. Forthe next 91 days, Immaculee, along
with seven other women, hid in a 3 by 4 bathroom. Within the first 14 days of hiding, she knew thatitwas likely
that her family had beenkilled. She began to imagine what she would do ifshe made it out alive. She said that she
thought she would join the army, just for the chance at getting revenge. But something else happened within
those 14 days. She came to Christ. She prayed and asked God to reveal himself, and he did, in a miraculous way.
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She then began to pray. She didn’t really know how to pray, so she just prayed the Lord’s Prayer, and Hail
Marries. Butone day, as she was praying, the Lord spoke to her. She had to let go ofher anger. But she thought to
herself, “How could I ever forgive them?” Then she began to meditate on the cross, and she remembered reading
how when Jesus was being crucified, he prayed for his enemies saying, “forgive them Father, for they know not
whatthey do.” Then she began to remember her own sin. She remembered the Lord’s prayer, and herneed for his
forgiveness. And whenthe cross came to bare on her in that small bathroom, it transformed her heart. No longer
was she looking forward to the day she could get vengeance. And no longer was she only praying for her

survival. But she began to pray for her enemies, the very people who killed her family, that they too would see
the cross and experience the love ofthe Father.

Brothers and Sisters, when our eyes are on the cross, when we are surrendered to the Spirit, and when the gospel

sets you free, this is what happens. People beginto love like Christ. Letus be a Church known for that kind of
love. Amen?
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