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What is a good way to share information to a big crowd? Using Superbowl commercials is an
effective way. This year, the price-tag for a 30-second TV segment is 8 million dollars. We see
animals that can talk, alien invasion, celebrities who save the world, and ordinary people
pursuing their dreams, etc. Audience may not even remember the products afterward. But at least
they enjoy the videos. Before there were TV and internet, word-of-mouth was the only way to
pass information. That was how the gospel was spread in the Bible times. Put yourself in Jesus’
shoes (or sandals). You only had 3.5 years’ time. How could one person complete the gospel
mission? As the saying goes, rather than giving people fish, it is better to teach them how to fish.
The Lord traveled around and told people the good news. He also trained people to do the same.
But He did not organize conferences in a Roman stadium. He only called twelve disciples. They
were not the most influential people. There were fishermen, a tax-collector and an anti-
government agent. Jesus’ goals were not only to teach them skills, but also to shape their hearts.
They did not only learn how to share the gospel, but also why they must do it. The Lord is
mobilizing us in the same way. Christians know that evangelism is His command. But we will
not take actions unless Jesus fills us with passion. Everyone who is saved is also sent by Jesus.

EXPLANATION fi#fs
1. Show and Tell B ~E{EHE%

In this passage, Jesus tells us the heart of a gospel messenger. He taught the disciples by His
example. I call Jesus’ approach show and tell. We see three elements in the text. First is about
Jesus’ message. It is about the gospel of the Kingdom. The Lord went to synagogues in different
places. His primary target were the Jews. They knew that they were God’s chosen people. They
thought they were in God’s Kingdom by birth. But Jesus corrected their misconception in John
14:6 — ...“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me.” Jesus is the ONLY way, truth and life. People can only be saved through Him. Therefore,
Jesus must be the center of our gospel message. Today, some seeker friends are inspired by the
moral lessons in the Bible. They may be looking for God’s blessings. Those are good objectives.
However, we need Jesus because we are sinners. Non-believers may not like to hear that. But the
full gospel message must include topics such as sin, the cross, Jesus’ death and resurrection.
Jesus does not make good people better. He makes spiritually-dead people alive. Only Jesus can
change us from the inside so that we can live a way that pleases God. The second element in
Jesus’ approach is the method. Jesus healed people’s illness by miracles. His supernatural power
proves that God’s Kingdom had arrived. But Jesus did not come as a doctor but to be the Savior.
He used physical healing to help people realize their spiritual sickness. Once Jesus healed a
paralyzed man by saying that his sins were forgiven. The religious teachers were mad, thinking
that Jesus misused the name of God. Jesus clarifies in Luke 5:23-24 — 23 “Which is easier, to
say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 24 But that you may know that the
Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...” Jesus used a visible healing to confirm an
invisible recovery. Today, people are struggling with various issues. For example, loneliness,




depression, relational conflicts, and lack of purpose, etc. The gospel is a message of hope. Jesus
can set people free from whatever burden they may have. He reconciles us with the Father and
restores our dignity as God’s children. He loves those who do not even love themselves. Besides
Jesus’ message and method, we also see Jesus’ mercy toward people. Verse 36 says He showed
compassion to them because they were like sheep without a shepherd. Sheep rely on a shepherd
to guide them, provide for them and to protect them. They will be starved to death or eaten by
wild animals if they are left alone. Jesus called Himself the Good Shepherd. He tells people His
goal in John 10:16 — “And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also,
and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.” Jesus gathers
wandering souls and gives them an abundant life. Nowadays, most people have a comfortable
life. But they do not have an abundant life only God can give. Jesus was aware of people’s
deepest need. What do you see when you are in public such as the office or at a grocery store?
People are busy with their duties. Do you look at them with compassion? We must tell people
that Jesus is the source of peace and joy. The Lord does not only provide an answer for eternity.
He also helps us overcome problems in reality. He calls us to follow Him daily. He will guide us
on a path of righteousness. Jesus promises to give us hope for tomorrow and strength for today.
Moreover, He did not only share the gospel message, He also lived a gospel-centered life. We as
Christians and our church as a whole must do the same. Before we tell people about Jesus, we
must show them that He lives in us. God’s blessings are something money cannot buy, no factory
can produce and no power can take away. These blessings will attract non-believers, until they
respond: “I want what those Christians have!”

2. Pray and Send {73Kli ZiE

Jesus told people about God’s Kingdom by showing it through His life. The disciples learned
from the Lord by observation. Then Jesus sent them to carry out the gospel mission. But the
needs were too big and urgent for twelve men to handle. Therefore, Jesus asked the disciples to
pray, so that God would send out more workers. He described lost souls as produce in the field.
They are ready to be harvested. Crops left in the field will soak up rain and rot or be consumed
by pests. We need to pray that the Lord will mobilize more gospel workers too. Besides, there are
other things we can pray for. First, we can pray for opportunity. The apostle Paul asks believers
to pray for him in Colossians 4:3 — At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a
door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison. Paul was
in jail for sharing the gospel. But his heart for evangelism could not be contained by prison
walls. The book of Acts records that Paul witnessed to even the Roman officials who
interrogated him. God gives us many opportunities to reach out to seekers. People may not think
about God unless something triggers their mind. There were multiple plane accidents in recent
weeks. Some victims were at the height of their careers or younger folks who had a bright future.
They were gone in an instant. People were reminded again that life is fragile and unpredictable.
We should seize the opportunity and urge people to accept Jesus today. We do not know what
tomorrow will bring. Tomorrow is in God’s hand. Another thing we can pray for is God’s
authority. Paul tells us to use the right tool in the gospel mission in 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 — 4 For
the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5
We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take
every thought captive to obey Christ. We are in a spiritual battle. Our real enemies are not
politicians, pagan religions and philosophers. It is Satan who manipulates people’s mind. For



instance, he fools people that everyone will eventually go to heaven or there are ways other than
Jesus to get there. The devil also enslaves people with success, money and pleasure. We can
never convince people to believe Jesus by our arguments. We must rely on God’s authority. We
quote Bible verses when sharing the gospel. The Scripture alone is powerful to enter into
people’s heart. We show them that the gospel is based on God’s truth. We are just the
messengers. Only God can save people. Therefore, we must also pray that the Holy Spirit will
convict seekers that they are sinners who need God’s grace. When we talk about praying and
sending, we must include ourselves too. We ask God to put the desire to reach out to others in us.
We pray that God will remove our shyness and fear. God has put you in a certain field. It can be a
classroom, gym or office. You are the most ideal candidate to share the gospel in those places,
because you meet the people there regularly. You can spend time and get to know them. They
will share more about their struggles when they sense that you truly care about them. Pray that
God will give you wisdom on how to start a gospel conversation. For some of you, your targets
can be your family members. Your conduct at home is an effective testimony. Be a godly spouse,
parent or child. Family members may be more willing to hear what you believe when they see
your good behavior. It is true that Jesus sends out pastors, missionaries and evangelists. But He
also assigns you to specific targets. Will you partner with the Lord in the gospel mission?

CONCLUSION &Ez6

Everyone who is saved is also sent by Jesus. We are willing to tell people about the Lord if we
agree how good it is to know Him. Those who are blessed will be eager to pass on the blessing.
Jen Rubino is such as person. She was a gymnast growing up. Once she visited a doctor due to
some pain in her wrist. Jen thought it was caused by an injury. It turned out that she had a rare
connective tissue and bone disease. She underwent over twenty surgeries to fix the problems.
One of which was a complicated hip surgery. The doctors had to break her hip in five places,
rearranged and put the bones back together. She spent a week in the ICU, which was followed by
a whole year of rehab to learn how to walk again. Jen experienced not just pain, but also
loneliness and separation in the hospital. She missed school, sports, family and friends. One day,
Jen received a hand-made card from a volunteer. That made her feel that she was not forgotten.
That inspired her to start a card-making mission after she was discharged from the hospital. Jen
later founded the Cards for Hospitalized Kids. She partnered with a local library and her high
school. Today, Cards for Hospitalized Kids has grown to a national organization. So far 500,000
cards have been distributed all over the U.S. Jen initiated the effort because someone touched her
life. Jen wants to bless others because she was blessed by someone. You are a Christian because
someone shared the gospel with you. Will you respond to Jesus’ calling and tell others about
Him? You can do so at any time. Two weeks from now will be March 16. The Southern Baptist
Convention encourages churches to set aside that Sunday and preach on John 3:16, in which
Jesus says: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.” Our church will participate in the effort. We encourage
every member to do two things: pray and invite. Pray for the salvation of a non-believer. Then
invite the person to come that Sunday if he/she lives in town.
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