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5]& INTRODUCTION

Does wildlife invade into our neighborhood or do we encroach into their home? It is a matter of
perspective. Besides squirrels and deer, another frequent visitors around your house are Canadian
geese. Yes, | am talking about our neighbors in the pond. They reproduce young ones and they
produce lots of “landmines.” They are not that friendly when you approach them. YouTube is
flooded with suggestions on how to chase those birds away. One trick is to use fake animals such
as a tiger or wolf to scare them. But those props have a limitation. You must move them around
every now and then. Otherwise, geese will eventually figure out that those animals are unreal!
Having the look but without any substance can only fool people for so long. The same is true for
our faith. Do we behave like Jesus did if we say that we belong to Him? The Bible says
Christians are adopted into God’s family. Very often, we put our sole focus on going to heaven
after we leave the world. It is like some adopted children only care if they are in the will of their
new parents. Those children bear a different family name from now on. People will pay attention
if they live up to their name. Likewise, James emphasizes on our current life in this passage. If
we claim that God is our Heavenly Father, do we imitate after Him? Our works prove our faith in
God. James presents three forms of faith. Only one of them pleases God. Here is an important
reminder for you: do not judge others! Do not use the Scripture as a magnifying glass to check
on people. Do not conclude in your mind that this person looks like a true believer and that
person is probably not. James tells us in chapter one that the Bible functions as a mirror. Use
God’s Word to examine yourself, then make changes as the Lord so leads you.

fiZ¥E EXPLANATION
1. REHYE L) Defective Faith

I call the first type of faith a defective faith. It is incomplete. James says people who have a
defective faith lack actions. Verses 15-16 is a hypothetical but possible situation: 15 If a brother
or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in
peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is
that? The person who needed daily necessities was a fellow believer. Before we think of helping
strangers in the society, should we not care for someone in the church family first? The member
who saw the needy person offered a prayer. That is a good thing to do, but it does not provide an
instant solution. James comments in the next verse that such faith that is not accompanied by
action is dead. A compassionate heart without any passionate deed does not help much. Sharing
is caring. The apostle John brings up the same principle in 1 John 3:17-18 — 17 But if anyone has
the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s
love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.
Those who withhold their hands to help others are withholding God’s love in their hearts. Love
should not only be a feeling. It must also motivate us to take actions. Later in the book, John
makes it clear that we cannot say we love the God we cannot see if we do not love the brothers
and sisters we can see. Most people in the first century were financially poor. What we call
“mercy ministry” today was a major function of the church at that time. Once there was a famine
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in Jerusalem. Paul traveled around different places to share the gospel. He asked the churches in
foreign cities to collect an offering for him to bring back to Jerusalem. The mother church shared
spiritual blessings with them because it was the birth-place of the gospel. They should return the
favor by sharing material blessings with them. Paul teaches them in 2 Corinthians 8:14 — Your
abundance at the present time should supply their need, so that their abundance may supply your
need, that there may be fairness. The idea is that church A sends extra resources to church B.
Perhaps in the future church B can provide for church A when it has shortage. In doing so, no
one in the family of God would be lacking. Christians are willing to do so when they understand
that every blessing comes from God. Paul says in verse 9 of the same chapter: For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that
you by his poverty might become rich. Jesus sacrificed everything for us so that we can have an
abundant life. We need to think more of Him whenever we are hesitant to help people. May
Jesus’ rich love motivate us to care for others. We should not only preach love in the church. We
must also practice love. Someone may argue: “There are so many people in need. How can I help
every one of them?” God is not asking you to sell your house and distribute the money to all the
poor people. But are you willing to share what you have with those God brings to your attention?
Other than giving money, there are other things you can do. It can be as simple as giving people
a ride to the airport and picking them up on their return, or babysitting little ones so that their
parents can run some errands. Other times, you can refer people to another person. Perhaps it is a
handyman or a mechanic you know. You can also forward a job seeker’s resume to somebody in
the same field. It is true that helping people is inconvenient. You need to spend time, effort or
even money. Those you help may not show appreciation and they may forget your effort. But
God will surely remember your kindness. Therefore, there must be joy when you allow God to
use you as a messenger of love to others. In the end, no one owes another person a favor because
we owe it all to the Lord who gives us everything.

2. JEEHYE0 Deceptive Faith

Some people have a defective faith. They have words but no action. Then there is a deceptive
faith. Such faith is unreal. James is debating with a hypothetical opponent in verse 18: But
someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your
works, and [ will show you my faith by my works. The person argues that faith and works are
separate entities. James challenges the person to prove his faith without doing anything. It is
impossible. Such faith is deceptive because it is empty. James continues by using an extreme
example in verse 19: You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe — and
shudder! Demons of course know that there is one true God. They do not even need to believe it
because it is a truth. God is real not because Christians believe it to be so. He exists regardless of
whether people believe in Him or not. It is like once there was a singing artist from Memphis
called Elvis Presley. He lived in history even if you deny it. Does the knowledge about God help
the demons in any way? Not really. They tremble when they think of God. The objective
information about God does not produce true faith. We must take action and receive Jesus in
order to be saved. A lot non-believers heard the stories about Jesus. They know that Jesus came
into the world as a baby. He performed miracles to help people, and He taught some great moral
lessons. He died on the cross but He somehow came back to life later. All that knowledge is true
to the Bible. However, it cannot save people unless they receive Jesus into their hearts. True faith
should be supported by actions. There was a true story about a tight-rope runner many years ago.



Once he advertised in a newspaper that he planned to walk on a steel cable that connects between
two tall buildings. It drew a large crowd on the day of his performance. The daredevil did some
warmup by taking a few steps and then returned to safety. The audience showed their
appreciation by clapping hands. The man then announced: “Can you believe that I can walk to
the other side?” The crowd showed its confidence: “Yes!” The performer then suggested: “I can
carry one of you on my back and walk together if you really have faith in me. Is there any
volunteer?” The crowd instantly came to a dead silence. It is one thing to have faith in someone
else. It is quite another thing to prove your faith by risking your own life! But as James says all
along, true faith must be accompanied by actions. Many Christians know Ephesians 2:8-9, in
which Paul says that we are saved by God’s grace through faith. We are not saved by anything
we do, so that we cannot take pride in ourselves. Verse 10 continues: For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them. Believers are masterpieces in God’s hand. Although we are not saved by
good works, we are saved to do good works. True believers are those who received a new life in
Christ. He changed us from the inside. As a result, there must be obvious changes in our conduct.
Jesus describes our relationship with Him is like grafting a branch to a tree. You know the
connection is a success when there are new leaves coming out from the branch. It gets water and
nutrients from the tree through the connection. Subsequently, there will be fruits. Similarly, we
can do things that please God only when we are attached to Jesus. God’s virtues will flow out
from your life naturally if Jesus lives in you. They will become your instinct. You do not even
have to remind yourself to be patient in a stressful situation, be gentle toward a rude person and
be gracious to overlook people’s mistakes. You do not need to act like a Christian because people
can tell that you are one.

3. HXHYE 0, Effective Faith

Defective faith is incomplete. Deceptive faith is fake. In comparison, only an effective faith is a
real faith. James uses two Biblical characters as illustrations. First, it is the story about Abraham
offering his son Isaac based on Genesis 22. God assured Abraham that he would have numerous
descendants. How would that promise be fulfilled if his only son died? You know how the story
ends. An angel stopped Abraham when he was about to kill his son. God provided a ram as a
replacement. Abraham displayed an unshakable faith even though God asked him to do an
irrational thing. James draws a conclusion in verse 22: You see that faith was active along with
his works, and faith was completed by his works. We get the word “synergy” from the Greek
term for “active” here. The word means working together. Many companies maintain a synergy
between various departments to ensure a success for the firm. Likewise, faith and works are
closely related. James says works complete faith. It means that works bring about the intended
effects of faith. Then we skip to verse 24: You see that a person is justified by works and not by
faith alone. The word “justified” means making it right. In plain language, we say that a person is
saved by God. Abraham was already justified when he obeyed God’s calling and left his home
country. Circumcision, offering Isaac and other steps could not produce faith. Rather, they were
the results and proofs of Abraham’s faith. Another person who showed an effective faith was
Rahab. Her story is found in Joshua 2. At that time, the Israelites were about to enter into
Canaan. Jericho was the first city to capture. Two spies went to survey the area. They hid at
Rahab’s home. Someone informed the king about it. He then sent soldiers to hunt down the two
enemies. Rahab lied to the guards that the spies had left. Why did she protect them? Rahab told



the spies that her people heard that the Israelites walked across the Red Sea and they defeated
strong enemies. She concludes in Joshua 2:11 — “And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted,
and there was no spirit left in any man because of you, for the Lord your God, he is God in the
heavens above and on the earth beneath.” She credited all those achievements to the Hebrew
God. Rahab reasoned that it would be wiser to make an agreement with the spies. You know the
rest of the story. God caused the wall of Jericho to fall. The Israelites won. Rahab and her family
were spared. She put her faith not just in the two foreigners, but ultimately in a foreign God.
Rahab and Abraham demonstrated the same faith. James uses similar words to summarize in
verses 21 and 25: Was not Abraham/Rahab justified by works when he/she did such and such a
thing? Both persons proved their faith through actions before seeing the results. Why does James
cite Rahab’s story when there are other examples he can refer to? Rahab was a gentile woman
who had a shameful profession. God declared her to be righteous despite her background. He
accepts anyone who puts his/her faith in Him. We can never earn righteousness. It is God who
justifies us. All we can plead is: “God, have mercy on me, a pitiful sinner.” God activates faith in
people in different ways. Abraham’s faith grew through life experience, in particular, from the
birth of Isaac. Rahab’s faith began when she heard how God helped the Israelites. Today, God
works in you in similar ways too. Perhaps something beyond logic happened in your life. You
wondered: “That’s impossible! Was it from God?” Perhaps God shows you that He is real. Or
perhaps a Christian friend shares his testimony with you. For example, he walked out unhurt
from a major car accident or he got a job even though he was not fully qualified. You reacted:
“That’s incredible! Could that be from God?” In either situation, God is shedding light in you.
Do not ignore his calling. He invites you to come to know Him. Jesus promised us that those
who seek Him will find Him.

4&5m CONCLUSION

Our works prove our faith in God. How you behave reveals what you believe. I had an
interesting conversation with my younger son recently. We were eating lunch at home. A football
game was about to start on TV. As usual, the national anthem was sung before the game. My son
asked how I would feel if someone refused to stand. I said some people put too much emphasis
on freedom. They do not want others to force them to do something they do not like. The fact is
that if they truly love their country, then they will stand without being asked. I added that
Christians should express their faith in the same manner. Jesus says those who love Him will
obey His commands. Reading the Bible, coming to church meetings and sharing the gospel, etc.
are more than obligations. They are expressions of our love to the Lord who loved us first. If you
follow God’s instructions only when you have free time or when it is convenient to you, then
who do you love the most? Real actions reflect true faith. Those who have a defective faith need
to correct it. Those who have a deceptive faith need to convert to a true faith. Those who have an
effective faith should continue to cultivate it and convey it to others.
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