10 Reasons to Take a Spiritual Stand for Children (by Brother T.J. Sipes) 12/29/24
10. Children are a priority for the church now and in the future.

(Proverbs 22:6) “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart
from it.”

We must take time now to teach and ground the children in The Word of God.

(IT Timothy 3:16-17) “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”

If we do so, they will be thoroughly furnished unto “Good Works!”
9. Everyone can / will make a spiritual difference in a child’s life.

Are they learning respect, responsibilities, reverence of and toward God, self and others? Are we
teaching them by our actions to pray daily, read God’s Holy Word daily, serve others daily? All
of these are taught to abide by, or disregard through our own actions. They watch everything we
do, and do not do.

8. Each child deserves to be cherished in the Lord.

While we ever so often concern ourselves with “Temporal things of the earth” things that will
one day burn up and go away; Jesus tells us just how He feels about children.

(Matthew 18:1-5) “At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven? And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of
them, And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoso shall receive one such
little child in my name receiveth me.”

7. All children are special in the eyes of the Lord.

We should rejoice when we receive a child from the Lord! Hannah begged God for a child and
offered him to serve God all of her child’s life!

(Psalm 127:3-5) “Lo, children are a heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.
As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth. Happy is the man that
hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in
the gate.”

6. There is no excuse for putting a stumbling block in the way of a child.



(Luke 18:15-17) “And they brought unto him also infants, that he would touch them: but when
his disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer little
children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say
unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise enter
therein.”

5. Children spiritually thrive when spirit-led adults care.

We must be a loving caring adult that will take time to help a child gain a sense of “Belonging”
by providing them a safe place to go, “The Church House!”

We must be a loving caring adult that will take the time to help a child “Believe” in Jesus
Christ. By sharing the gospel with children, we are giving them the opportunity to place their
faith in Jesus at an early age so that they will not suffer as greatly as many of us have in our
lives.

We must be a loving caring adult that will help a child to “Become” more like Jesus! By
equipping them now. We help them to become the “Resilient” leaders of the church of 2050.

4. Protecting children is everyone’s job.

So many children are wounded by our actions and deeds. Child pornography is at an all times
high, Sex trafficking is too! But what about our own words, are they not destructive too? We
must protect the innocence of our children. Again, we see the admonition from Jesus to protect
the children at all cost.

(Matthew 18:6) “But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were
better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the
depth of the sea.”

3. It is better to build strong spiritual children than to repair spiritually broken adults.

Again I tell you, we must ground children in the Word of God so that when they are confronted
by choices in their lives to choose to sin or not sin, they will be better equipped to fight off
temptations. If we do not do so now, when their hearts are young and tender, all will suffer from
their choices when they are old. Self, family, society suffers when we do not minister to children
as we should.

2. Children are a valued and precious asset.

I would say this is true in many homes, but all homes do not value the children that are in their
homes. All children are not looked at as “Precious” we know this because we hear how adults
describe their childhoods! Hurtful words like Stupid, Selfish, “Never amount to

anything!” These harmful words from our mouths are life altering! We must not use them.

They are precious in His sight. Jesus loves the little children of the world!



1. Because many can’t stand up for themselves, Gods people need to stand for them.

(Psalm 139:13-14) “For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's
womb. I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are thy works; and
that my soul knoweth right well.”

We, must help the children now!

We must help them to not be scared in our world today.

We must help them in their weakness.

We must help them to gain the strength in their faith that they will need to walk through this
world each day!

From the book “Resilient” Children discipleship and the fearless future of the church.

“Are we captivated by a child discipleship model, where “Belonging” (highly relational
discipleship) invites kids to “Believe” in Jesus and “Become” more like him.

My question to you and me is: If not, why not? We must make “Resilient Disciples” that will
stand firm and lead the church of 2050.

A recent study showed on a scale of 1-5 that this work is 4.78 in importance, but our honest
evaluation of how we are doing in achieving this work is a 3.48! We are missing the mark
folks! We cannot simply keep looking to the left and to the right and ask “What are you waiting
for, can’t you see what needs to be done?”

What would you be willing to let go of in order to pursue lifelong discipleship in God’s Word for
the children that we serve?
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