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5] INTRODUCTION

Crescendo is a musical term that describes gradual increases in volume and pace. Most
symphonies build up a crescendo toward the end and finish with a grand finale. We see the same
spectacular effect in a firework show. The most amazing scene happens when fifty or a hundred
fire-crackers explode in the sky. The audience will react with oohs and aahs. It is human nature
to expect a happy ending. That sentiment leaves a longing in our hearts. We cannot wait for the
next performance. We see a similar crescendo of worship in the book of psalm too. The last
psalm concludes with a praise song to God. Praise is more than saying something nice to a
person. Such comments must be based on facts, or else they are simply lies. They should be
objective without any flattery. Moreover, praise comes from a humble heart when you recognize
that someone is better than you in certain ways. Without a doubt, praising God is the theme of
Psalm 150. The word “paise” is repeated thirteen times in six verses! God is the Master of the
universe and a loving Father. He is full of wisdom and power. He is in control of history and our
lives. He treats us with grace and mercy. For all those and many other attributes, He deserves our
praise. Praise should be a natural reaction when we think of God.

fi#f% EXPLANATION
1. FEERYHEL Locations to Praise

The psalmist begins by referring to the locations to praise God in verse 1. He mentions two
locations: God’s sanctuary and His mighty heavens. The word “sanctuary” is related holiness. It
literally means a holy place. The writer may have the tabernacle and the temple in mind. The
tabernacle was like a mobile church when the Israelites were in the wilderness. It was later
replaced by the temple in Jerusalem. Both physical structures were the locations to worship God.
God’s people brought animals there for priests to sacrifice. They also met there to celebrate
Jewish festivals. Those buildings reminded people of God’s presence. Psalm 122:1 describes
their enthusiasm when they thought of worshipping God: [ was glad when they said to me, “Let
us go to the house of the Lord!” The Israelites rejoiced as they gathered to worship God. Your
friends will be happy when you suggest: “Let’s come to my house for a party this Saturday.” But
do you feel the same excitement when you come here on Sunday? It is not only about meeting
people, but it is about meeting God. Do you miss worshipping God with brothers and sisters
when you are on vacation, on a business trip or when you stay home due to sickness? It could
even be a season when you wandered away from the faith. Perhaps it was due to a setback in
your life. You felt that God seemed to be distant from you. Or the busyness of life distracts you
from following God. You simply did not have the mood to come to church. The good news is
that God always welcomes you back. Return not only to regular church meetings, but also return
to God’s family. The psalmist tells us that God is not only in His sanctuary. God also exists in
His mighty heavens. Here “heavens” refer to God’s sphere of presence. That word is first used in
Genesis, where it is translated as expanse. God created a space, which we call atmosphere, by
separating the water in the sky from the water on the land. In today’s term, we can call that a



“hood.” Since God is the Creator of everything, His “hood” includes the whole universe. The
idea is that worship should not be restricted to a church building, but it can be expanded to
wherever we are. God will meet us even in places where we do not expect to find Him. He will
make the place holy when He comes to us. Any location can be a worship hall. You can sing to
God, and think of some Bible verses as you pray silently. You can worship God in such a simple
way when you are stuck in a traffic jam, when you are sleepless at night or when you are waiting
in a doctor’s office. Praise God for His greatness, His grace and His love. Ask Him to give you
courage and strength to go through the challenge at hand. Thank Him in advance for the results.

2. FEZEHYEEA Occasions to Praise

Besides telling us the locations to praise God, the psalmist also suggests some occasions for us to
praise God. He brings up God’s mighty deeds and His excellent greatness in verse 2. God
deserves our praise because of His powerful works. He displayed His power through creation.
His words alone are full of power. Genesis says everything came into existence when God spoke.
He continues to sustain the world, and protect and provide for His children by His power. He
supplies all of our needs, and He defends us from harm. Above all that, God demonstrated His
power in our salvation. He rescued us from the dark domain and transferred us into the Kingdom
of Light. God deserves our praise not only because of His works, but also because of His
character. Think of God like famous people. Their talents or their personalities attract people to
them. It can be their artistic skills, athletic abilities, creative inventions or amazing courage.
Those qualities inspire people to follow their examples because there is an inclination for us to
pursue excellence. God is our ultimate role-model because He is the final source of all virtues.
For example, Psalm 103:8 says: The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding
in steadfast love. We find qualities such as mercy, grace, patience and love in this verse. Those
are the ways God treats us. He understands that we are fragile and limited in every way. We can
easily fall to sin. Yet we are too stubborn to confess our wrongdoings. We prefer our ways over
God’s way. We are forgetful of His blessings too. Thank God that He never gives up on us. He is
always the Lord of second chance. We should praise God for all that and many other reasons.
The fact is that we will not praise God if we do not realize that He is infinitely bigger than us.
We will not praise Him either if we think that we can take care of everything ourselves. Once I
saw a dump truck on the road. There is a slogan on the side that reads: “We haul the earth!” That
is quite prideful. The company thinks that it has the strength to pull the world. I guess what it
actually means is: we carry dirt. No matter what talents and experience you have, and regardless
of the title you hold at work or how many awards you have won, you are but a created person.
All that you have is from God. Praise Him for that. You can make it personal too. For example,
praise God for giving some of His wisdom to the doctor who treats your disease. Praise God for
sharing His patience with your boss who overlooks your mistake. Praise God for His enduring
love, which is reflected in how you deal with your kid’s rebellion. There are other occasions
where God’s character is revealed.

3. EZERYF3E Expressions of Praise

We have studied the locations and occasions to praise God. Next, we will look at the expressions
of praise. The psalmist encourages us to use music to praise God. Music is a wonderful blessing
from God. He gives some people inspiration to compose music, talents to play instruments and



skills to sing and dance. Verses 3-5 contain a list of different instruments. There are wind,
percussion and string instruments just like what a modern symphony orchestra has. Trumpet and
pipe are something you can blow. Tambourine and cymbals give the beats when you hit them.
Lute and harp have strings that you can pluck. Every instrument makes specific sound. It will be
a beautiful harmony when they are played together. Besides instruments, the writer also talks
about dancing. It goes without saying that singing is a key part in worship, though the psalmist
does not specify it. One example where all these components are blended together is found in 2
Samuel 6:5 — And David and all the house of Israel were celebrating before the Lord, with songs
and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals. At that time, David was
crowned as the king. He moved the Ark of the Covenant back to Jerusalem. The passage says
David danced. It was a joyful atmosphere. David himself was a musician. After he became a
king, ministries at the tabernacle got more organized. Of the twelve tribes of Israel, God only
selected the Levites to do sacred works. Different teams were given specific roles as priests,
guards and treasurers, etc. | Chronicles 25:1 tells us that there are designated musicians too:
David and the chiefs of the service also set apart for the service the sons of Asaph, and of
Heman, and of Jeduthun, who prophesied with lyres, with harps, and with cymbals... Those
three Levite men taught their sons how to sing and play instruments. There were altogether
twenty-four teams of 12 people each who rotated in music ministries. They used music to lead
songs in worship. God also gives musical talents to some people in our church as well. We are
particularly blessed with our English worship team. Members practice twice a week and lead us
to sing. They play djembe, tambourine, egg, guitar, bass guitar and piano. Of course, we have
song-leaders and pianists on the Chinese side too. Other than the worship teams, we also have an
adult choir and a children’s choir. Very often, the congregation applauds at the end of a
presentation to show appreciation. We understand that the choirs are not performing. Instead of
clapping hands, you may consider responding with “amen” or “praise the Lord.” That reminds
me of the choir at the Baptist college I attended. Members called themselves priests of music.
The team represents the congregation by presenting music like an offering to God. In the same
way, we are giving God a sacrifice of praise when we worship Him with music in church.

4. FEEHVEERE Creation all Praise

The psalmist urges his readers to praise God in every location, for all occasions and with
different expressions. Finally, he invites all creation to form a huge choir to praise God. It is not
just for humans. Animals make different sound too. There are also wind and waves, rivers and
oceans, thunder and volcanic eruption. They are like various instruments in a symphony
orchestra. God is the composer and conductor. He is also the only audience to enjoy the works of
His hand. I remember an interesting scene a few weeks ago. I was working in the church office.
Suddenly, I heard music playing from a car outside. Then a lady started singing by her car. She
was praising the Lord. According to the psalmist, nature would be echoing in ways she did not
realize. God receives praise from all that He created. Think of it like a birthday celebration for a
great grand-parent. Member from few generations throw a huge party for granny. They present
good wishes to the star. The heart of the senior person must be filled with happiness and
contentment. Compared to a birthday party, our praise to God is not an annual or a weekly
activity. It is an ongoing practice that will be extended forever when we go to heaven. We see
such a scene in Revelation 5:11-12 — 11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the
living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and



thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to
receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” Angels and
saints begin with their praise to Jesus, God’s sacrificial Lamb. Then the rest of the creation
respond in verse 13: And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in
the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be
blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” Jesus deserves all the power, wealth,
wisdom, might, honor and glory. This gigantic choir seems to run out of words to describe the
fullness of the Lord. They sing with great enthusiasm and strength. It will be the most glorious
and loud hallelujah chorus we have ever heard. We live in an individualistic society. We often
uphold personal freedom and choices but lose sight of the corporate nature of our faith. Worship
may become a private entertainment. We can listen to Christian music while driving or
showering. We can watch online sermon videos from any speaker at any time. Coming to church
on Sunday becomes less appealing and even optional. Do not forget each believer is part of the
big choir. Your absence will be similar to a guitar with a broken string or a piano losing a key.
The result is not just a lower attendance but also an incomplete congregation. No one can
represent you to praise God, just like no one can offer money on your behalf. Therefore, do not
just think about yourself when it comes to worship. Put your focus on God and the rest of the
brothers and sisters. Do not choose to come, but want to come and prepare to come. God is not
interested in seeing all the seats filled. He is looking for people whose hearts are filled with
praise for Him.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

Praise should be a natural reaction when we think of God. We should worship God everywhere.
Worship Him for His works and His attributes. Worship Him with music. Worship Him together
with all creation. The book of psalm ends on a high note. Someone says this book is like the
story of Christian life. Psalm 1 describes the contrasting results of obeying God’s Word versus
rejecting it. Believers are those who are determined to follow God. That is the starting point of
our spiritual life. For the rest of the book of psalm describe various positive and negative
moments. Life is a mix of struggles and victories, losses and gains, setbacks and successes. Our
emotions can swing from sorrow to joy, from tears to laughter, and from heartache to celebration.
I am sure we can identify with all those experience. But through all the ups and downs, the
psalmists testify to us that God is truthful and faithful. That is why the book finishes with a
praise. I hope that is your conclusion too. God is real and He works in our lives. We can continue
to trust Him. He deserves all our praise.
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