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INTRODUCTION 2|2

Status is an important thing. A major problem the U.S. faces in recent years is the influx of
illegal immigrants. I know this is a sensitive matter to some of us. I have no intention to criticize
those people who cross the border. Each person has a different story. Those migrants enter into
this country. But unlike U.S. citizens, they cannot enjoy all the benefits of this nation. Spiritual
status bears some similarities to immigration status. Many people go to churches on Sunday.
They do certain things Christians do. They are in a church but they are not in God’s Kingdom.
Therefore, they do not enjoy all the blessings from God. In Romans 6, Paul tells us Christians are
those who are IN Christ. Salvation is a matter of connection. Paul uses baptism to illustrate his
points. Two brothers and a sister will be baptized today. We reiterate a Biblical truth every time
we have a baptism. The ceremony cannot save anyone. Only Christ can save us. A pastor said the
water can only produce wet sinners if they do not have a true relationship with Jesus. It can wash
away dirt but it can never remove sins.

EXPLANATION fiZf
1. Believe fH(Z

We will focus on three action words based on this passage. The first word is “believe.” Those
who are in Christ must believe that they have died with Him. Verse 4 says: We were buried
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. The mode of baptism we use is
called immersion. The process of getting into and coming out from water symbolizes our
identification with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection. It was as if we went back to 2,000
years ago and died together with Jesus. As a result, when He rose from the dead to a new life, we
also get a new life. Jesus is our leader and representative. Suppose the company you work for is
acquired by another firm. Your boss signs the paper and completes the merger. From then on, you
will become an employee of the new company. Similarly, Jesus died on our behalf. Those who
identify with Him will receive a new life. But here is the key, we obtain a new life NOT at
baptism but at the moment we receive Jesus. The teaching of washed and saved cannot be found
in the Bible. If baptism cannot save us, then why go through the ceremony? First, it is a
command from the Lord. Second, it is a testimony of our faith. Baptism candidates use the
ceremony to affirm their willingness to follow Jesus. It is like a bride and a groom use a wedding
ceremony to tell everyone that they will marry the other person. That decision was made when
the man proposed to the lady. No girl will wait until the wedding day before making up her
mind! The ceremony confirms what both persons believe. Likewise, baptism verifies one’s faith
in Jesus. Those who are in Christ have become children of God.

2. Belong [E?

Paul says those who identify with Christ must believe that they have received a new life. This is
not just a one-time blessing. Paul continues and tells us that from now on we belong to Christ.



Look at verses 5-6: 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly
be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him
in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved
to sin. Those who identify with Christ in His death also identify with Him in His resurrection. A
key word in this these verses is “with,” from which we derive the English term sync. When you
sync your headphone to your phone, two devices will work together. When we identify with
Christ, we sync with Him. He lives in us and we belong to Him forever. Those who only want to
get a ride to heaven will have missed a ton of blessings in this life! One such blessing is the
release from the bondage of sin. Paul describes that those who belong to Christ “the body of sin
might be brought to nothing.” It means the power of sin on them is made ineffective. It is like a
poisonous snake whose teeth are pulled. It will still bite you but it will not hurt you because its
power is now ineffective. Satan is unable to force us to sin if we belong to God. The Lord and us
now work on the same team. God uses His power to save us from condemnation. He gives us the
same power to resist temptation. Next time when Satan entices you, call the heavenly 911 hotline
and cry out: “Lord, help me walk away from sin!” Do not be fooled by Satan and do not allow
him to drag you by the nose to sin. Instead, let the love for God compel you to follow Him.

3. Behave {75

Those who believe in Christ have died with Him and rose with Him. They now belong to Christ.
That eternal relationship should affect how we behave in daily life. Paul urges us in verse 13: Do
not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to
God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments
for righteousness. The word “present” is repeated here. It means to stand beside and to assist.
You can picture it like waiters in a restaurant. They take your food order, bring you silverware
and refill your drink. They serve you diligently, expecting you to give them a bigger tip. Waiters
will no longer see you as customers once you leave the restaurant. In contrast, Jesus will forever
be our Master once we are in Him. In other words, believers must also be Jesus’ followers. Paul
describes our new status in verse 18: And, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of
righteousness. Christians are slaves of the Lord. We may not like that title. Actually, we are never
truly free from a Biblical standpoint. We are slaves of Satan in the past. We are slaves of the Lord
in Christ. Here is a major difference, we had no choice in the past but to serve Satan. But we now
have the freedom to serve God. We can choose to whom we show our loyalty. Many of you are
immigrants like me. You pledged allegiance to this nation when you were sworn in to become a
citizen. As part of the duties, you must fight for this country if you are drafted to war. In Christ,
we represent the Heavenly Kingdom. You should follow Biblical principles in school, at work
and at home. That will influence your speech and actions. Paul emphasizes on sin. We must stop
sinning and bringing shame to God. Instead, we must live a godly life and give glory to God.

CONCLUSION %Ez6

Salvation is a matter of connection. Those who are in Christ should continue to live with Him, by
Him and for Him. What we believe will determine to whom we belong and it will also affect how
we behave. Being saved is just a starting point, getting baptized is a milestone, but following
Jesus is a life-long journey. May this message be an encouragement to our baptism candidates
and to us all.
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