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5]& INTRODUCTION

Thanksgiving is a day to rejoice. We express gratitude to God for all His blessings. However, you
will often meet people who focus on a half-glass of air than a half-glass of water. They will
complain when they compare. I read the following story that illustrates such a cranky attitude. A
dog walked into a butcher shop holding a basket in its mouth. It dropped the basket at the
counter. The butcher noticed that there was money inside. He asked the dog: “Do you want to
buy some meat?” The dog responded: “Woof!” “What would you like: steak, sausages or
bacon?” “Woof!” The dog answered. Then the man said: “Alright, I’ll pack some steak for you.
How much? One pound or two?” “Woof!” The dog tried to communicate. After the transaction,
the butcher put the meat and change into the basket. The dog grabbed it and walked out the store.
Out of curiosity, the man followed it. The dog scratched the door with its paw when it arrived
home. The master opened the door and yelled at his pet: “Stop!”” The shop-owner was upset. He
protested: “Give him credit, man! He is the smartest dog I’ve ever seen.” “Smart?” The owner
disagreed. “It’s the third time in a week that he forgot to bring the key!” Whiners like that are
everywhere. The Israelites in the Old Testament were no different. As we shall see in our story
today, grumbling can lead to a serious consequence. Let us recap the setting. Numbers chapter 11
marks the second year after God’s people left Egypt. The Bible says there were over six hundred
thousand men. Together with wives and children, it could be a multitude of two million people.
They departed from Mount Sinai and were on their way to Canaan, the land God promised to
Abraham. They had the manpower to fight in battles. They had God’s presence to finish the
tasks. However, they lacked the perspective to follow God. We often look like the Israelites —
short-sighted, ungrateful and limited in faith. However, God is our constant help when we call
onto Him. There are good reasons for us to study a sad story days before Thanksgiving. God is
always optimistic. But He is also realistic about human condition. Imagine you are Moses, the
leader. How would you rely on God and turn a negative situation into a positive outcome? God
wants Moses and us to learn an important lesson: He will help us fix our problems when we fix
our eyes on His promises.

fiZ¥E EXPLANATION
1. 4 A\ HEEAY =% Discouraging Remarks

First, we hear some discouraging remarks among the Israelites. Let us read from verses 4-6. Who
were those “rabble?” The Hebrew word means a mixed crowd. There were some non-Israelites
who left Egypt with God’s people. They witnessed the supernatural power of the Hebrew God. If
leaving Egypt means liberation, why not follow the Israelites? Now those outsiders complained
by weeping. They cried like a toddler who cannot find his favorite toy. What were those big men
weeping about? First, they asked: “Where is the meat?”” They remembered they had fish when
they lived in Egypt. The fact is that people in the ancient world seldom ate meat unless it was a
festival or a special occasion such as a wedding. The text says they had a strong craving for
meat. [t means an intense urge. Not too long ago, people had to fight for Black Friday deals in
stores. Once a man scratched my finger when grabbing an item from the pile. Shopping can be a



dangerous activity! Second, they questioned: “Where is the treat?”” They named some vegetables
they used to enjoy. They were tired of eating the same manna. God gave manna to the Israelites
as a source of food when they grumbled about having no food. Manna looks like plant seeds.
They ground it into flour and made bread from it. God promised to give them a fresh supply of
manna every morning. On the surface, the problem had to do with food. God told Moses the real
reasons behind their complaints in verse 20: “*...because you have rejected the Lord who is
among you and have wept before him, saying, “Why did we come out of Egypt?””’” Problem #1:
they had rejected God. Problem #2: they regretted for leaving Egypt. They had a short-term
memory of God’s salvation. They forgot two important things. First, they had no freedom when
they were slaves in Egypt. They were forced to work with no pay, sick leave nor vacation.
Second, they also had no future. There was no retirement. Their children were born as slaves by
default. But now they had both freedom and a future. Here are some lessons we can learn from
the Israelites. Lesson 1: Do not compare where you are to where you came from. We used to be
slaves in sin. In the past, perhaps you made more money by sneaky ways, you achieved success
through certain relationship and you indulged in sinful pleasure. Jesus set you free and gave you
a new life. He does not want you to go back to the old self. Lesson 2: Do not focus on today and
forget where you are going. Jesus saved your soul and He called you to follow Him. It is a
blessed path. But He never guarantees a smooth-sailing. Jesus told us upfront that there will be
hardship. Non-believers will hate us because they hate Him. They will say that we are naive,
dumb and narrow-minded. But Jesus promised to be with us. Lesson 3: Do not compare what
you have to what you do not have. The Israelites grumbled that they ONLY had manna because
they were not thankful for it. When is the last time you thank God? A little kid was invited to a
friend’s house to play. He noticed at lunch that the host started eating without saying grace. He
asked: “Why don’t you pray?” The father was a little embarrassed. He replied: “Oh, sorry. We
don’t do that.” The boy responded: “You are just like our dog. He gets right to his food.” Kids
are simple-minded and they do not hide true feelings. Hope you will not find the comment
offensive. No matter what is on your dining table this Thursday — a fat turkey, a roasted duck or
ordinary chicken, thank God for that. Thank God whether you have a huge mansion or a tiny
apartment, a shiny new car or a beat-up tin can, and a six-figure paycheck or you have yet to
figure out what career to pursue. Say to God: “Thank You for everything You give me.”

2. = A\FEJERYA e Distressing Role

A group of people raised some discouraging remarks. Those complaints spread like a contagious
disease. Soon everyone became a grumpy old man. Poor Moses had a distressing role. Even he
turned into a whiner! Listen to his frustration in verses 11-15. Moses brought up two issues to
God. First, the burden was too heavy to bear. How could one person calm two million people?
Second, the problem was too big to solve. It was impossible to find enough meat in a desert to
feed a huge crowd. Those two were legitimate issues. Moses did not only want to quit. He even
asked God to take his life. Was Moses serious? Probably not. He acted like an unhappy kid
because her friend has the hottest toy or a crying wife who cannot find a perfect dress for a
formal function. Perhaps all they need is a listening ear and some comforting words. If you show
enough emotional support, you may not even need to offer financial support to buy the stuft!
God is a whole lot wiser than us. He had the perfect solutions for Moses. To address the first
issue, God asked Moses to find some helpers. Look at verses 16-17. Moses should not only look
for capable managers. He must recruit spiritual leaders. God would share some spiritual power



He gave to Moses with those men. In Exodus 18, Moses’ father-in-law Jethro proposed a similar
plan. He saw a long line of people bringing disputes to Moses every day. That duty alone could
tie Moses up and wear him down. Jethro suggested in verse 21 of the chapter: “Moreover, look
for able men from all the people, men who fear God, who are trustworthy and hate a bribe, and
place such men over the people as chiefs of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens.” A
hierarchy of judges was then set up. From then on, Moses would only handle the toughest cases.
Even a non-believer like Jethro understood that fearing God and an upright character are crucial
criteria for leaders. Churches should look for the same qualities in coworkers. Their secular titles
and capabilities are secondary to their integrity and their love for God. After dealing with Moses’
workload, God told Moses how He would supply meat. Look at verse 18 to the first half of verse
20. God commanded the people to consecrate themselves. The same word is used for ceremonial
cleansing. It was more than washing hands before eating. They must sanctify themselves because
God would approach them. The image of meat coming out from nostrils looks gross. It is like we
say: eat all you want till you throw up. You may have seen some restaurants in rural areas that
advertise free steak. It will be free if a customer can gobble up a four-pound cut of meat in one
setting. It is like half a cow on your plate! The first few bites will be delicious. As your stomach
is getting full, the rest of the dining will not be a fun experience. God knows how stiff-necked we
are. We will keep begging for the things we want until we get it. The wisest solution is to let us
have it until we realize that it is a wrong thing to ask for. But God is still in full control even
when we go astray. He just makes the leash longer. By the time we feel the vanity and damage of
sin, we will return to God and confess to Him. God reminded Moses that He was a gracious
Provider in both solutions. He understood Moses’ distressing role. You may be a parent, a leader
at work or in the church. Doing things are always easier than managing people. A computer
program can be debugged and a broken machine can be fixed. In comparison, people may argue,
or have preferences and their moods will swing. They may not be grateful for everything you do
for them either. Keep in mind that you are serving God by serving people. He understands your
challenge and frustration. He will give you the proper solutions when He puts you in a certain
position.

3. JEBEEELAY{D T Dismissing Rebels

God heard the discouraging remarks from those people. He also showed mercy to Moses for his
distressing role. Next, God intended to dismiss the rebels through a miracle. Read verses 31-34.
Notice how God provided the meat. Verse 31 says He used a wind to bring some quails to the
site. Quails are seasonal birds that migrate between Europe and North Africa. God steered the
direction of the wind and delivered the meat. God can surely make something out of nothing.
That was how He created the world. But He can also use existing resources to achieve His goals.
Remember how Jesus performed the miracle of five-loaves-and-two-fish? A small boy donated
those food. Then Jesus made multiple copies from a meager portion and fed 5,000 people. God
can also change the course of history and the direction of our lives to fulfill His plans. He will
open the right door at the proper time. We just seize those opportunities and step out by faith.
The Israelites must be drooling when they saw meat flying to them. They spent 48 hours to
collect the birds! Each person got over 2,000 liters of meat. A quail is slightly smaller than a
pigeon. Assume one person can eat two or three birds in one meal. It was a lot of meat by any
standard. They laid the meat on the ground. There was no refrigerator at that time. It was likely
that they cleaned the birds, salted them and dried them under the sun. While they were busy



processing the birds, they wasted no time and started having a picnic. Verse 33 says God burst
out anger and hit them with a plague while they were still chewing the meat. We may wonder: is
God not full of love? How could He get mad against His children and kill them? God is actually
full of patience. This was the third time in this chapter that people grumbled. They complained in
verse 1. God responded with anger but He did not punish them. They grumbled two times later
about no meat. Verse 10 says God’s anger “blazed hotly.” They whined every time they faced
troubles ever since they left Egypt. They blamed God for putting them in a difficult situation.
Eventually, God must discipline them for their disobedience and disbelief. Discipline is more
than punishment. It serves two purposes: a reminder and a warning. God reminded them that
they were on their way to the Promised Land. They were not on a sight-seeing trip. They might
wish that there was a direct flight from Egypt to Canaan. Who wants to go through a desert?
There was extreme heat, wild animals and enemies. The search for food and water was a daily
challenge. God never assured that it was an easy journey. The Bible says God revealed Himself
as a pillar of cloud during the day, and a pillar of fire at night. He was with them the whole time!
Today, the Holy Spirit lives in believers to guide them. Their eternal destiny is secure. But they
still need to walk by faith daily. I came up with the following illustration recently in the baptism
class. Suppose my father is the president of a college. He signs a diploma with my name on it. It
guarantees my graduation four years later regardless of my grades. It does not matter whether I
attend class, do homework or take exam. However, education is not about getting a piece of
paper. Learning molds me into a mature person and it prepares me for future obstacles in life. I
will break my father’s heart and waste a ton of opportunities if I do nothing but play computer
games for four years! Spiritual maturity is like attending school. Believers have the assurance of
going to heaven. But God does not gather heaven ticket-holders. He calls for Jesus-followers.
Those Christians who do nothing but wait for their turn to go to up will miss a lot of blessing.
God disciplined the Israelites. He will discipline us too when we drift off the course. It can be a
relational breakup, a serious illness or a financial loss. The shockwave wakes us up. It alerts us to
reassess our relationship with God. God shows His grace even in His discipline. He patiently
gives us a way to turn back to Him.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

God will help us fix our problems when we fix our eyes on His promises. He can turn a negative
situation into a positive outcome. In our story today, God used a drastic means to deal with
grumbling people. Complaint can be devastating. It disrupts people’s faith; it diminishes team
spirit and it distracts them from achieving God’s plans. The Bible is unlike a history book of
certain ancient dynasties. It does not only record glorious stories of men’s victories. It is also full
of defeats due to men’s sins. After all, people are rebellious in nature. However, God’s plans will
never be spoiled by our failures. He wants us to learn from those lessons and avoid repeating the
same mistakes. Do not compare and complain. Instead compare and compliment what God has
done for us, and what He will continue to do in us.



HIEC#E 7 HE A2 Don’t Compare and Complain 11/24/24
B8 Numbers 11

5]& INTRODUCTION

BURETE—EEREOIH T - JMTEHREOIER R R © 281 (REE gE T —
S L UE R AT RS AR KE A o B MITE LR (& AR o DU RIS SR
TIEEAWEORE - —EBALE —EE T EE-RAS - eI EEEEE - 2
FEEREEAE - A e TREERE 7, Al TR T REEM
AR BIBEEER?  mEE TR S RRIBASR T RS IREES
APk o EE/D? —BHEEMEE 7 TR ) JaslEREE - KRR - ERIF AR
TEPUERE T - ARELST > MREHMIE - Hdray > EREIRE - BEI5R
FURTINFT » EAFTRAFT > BEAAYREYIR - T T | ) IEERA S - e
BT RIS | R R - THRIARY ?  EAAEE T E
EAEH— FNE =T et 1 | ) SR AT RAE - BTy LIEs]
NEABIEE » FeffTHES REVEEPETHY - AR RE G EHE R EYER R - SR
BE— NIRRT - REGLSS 11 BRI T BRI S IRV 45 - B
ERFAEENTEASL  MEETHZT > ATREAREEA - IR
AT IR T o (R A=AV A R i o AP e Sy NI RHTEL » i fFA e [EIE 2R 58 L
TH5 - 2480 > MLPIER Z BRES (A O » BfP W ARGt — 1% - BT AR LR
AIRYEETE ~ TECHEVEEE ~ il BE AR - 28000 > Bz > RS E
HAT o FAMERVEET Z AT — (EARRIHVIS R R A R - RS - HiA
BRI E © TGRS LS ARTEEEDY - /R E A KGER AR 5 T
5 Ry AV SR 7 i SRR PR I — (EE R AVEGN - EIRMTEE AV ERT
IR > Mg A I TR -

fi#fE EXPLANATION
1. 4 AJHEERY = 5w Discouraging Remarks

B IERRI DO Arh—t S OIS o IS 4-6 6 < AL T iRk
A st ? HME FEIA R ACCHTE SRR A - A2 IELL S A By TR —
FEBERFIR e - MLF1E RA R ARTHEYARE - QIRBERIR KBRS R > RTEEA
ERAT—EFEE 7 IRAEHBLLIN AT - IR EE— (IR A 2 H i #H i A
HY/INZ o APEER I ASRATEE 2 5 > AfFIR T BT AN ? ) IR

KA Az - BE B G ARVIZA > BRIERBERTEGEEEFR G - &2
AL MREE RN L > BIEEREUNEE) - A ZAn > AMEE E 2R fE el R e
BUWINERSE - A—R > —( B LSRRG EG 7 RaTE - BYHE



EHERAEE) | A AR T REEA EME ? ) MR —
LYDNG 1 aé 0y PN D A (] SN R ST a1 S SN EER I NS U 2 =S T4
BE > R ERISHRS S FIERY) - WA EAGIEYAE T - MY TR
W e - HEEFRF LA GRS M EeayE Il - ek LE - M2
R EPEAR - S 20 B s B PR R IERA ¢ - T AR IR E
(EAEIRT T ERVERFIEE - e RIS IR « T Bofrl ] TR RIE | o) RRESE—
FIRREE 1 - FIREER — + M PIRAGEERER & o MPTAI PR SRS TR RUR - A
TEC T MPFEZEAVER - B MPMER R ESGRIZAEH - MEAaTIE 2
BHRK ~ R BREESY - B Mt ARK < (@ ARG - ez mAR
W H IR RO, - (HIRAEMMIBES BB > a7 - T LIS B
SR —ELZE - B AERHRIRAER R BRFRAY R 5 (LRS- BRaaR T
G IRHIALEE - FESARARZ AT - T IRE S f fir ey 72U T 20 > 8
MEHAERR (RIELT TRk > IRDIERN SR 2 2 - HRERRERL 1 IRk isaa (rog iy s ©
AFEIREIRNFE AR T - S ¢ AR EEE HANTSEC IR H AV o HEERIRR
TAREVEES - MM IRERBEAL o B PRSEEAVERS - BRI A RaE e — IR
N - BSgRTRS el - A mEE - JREEGIRIM - RBMIIIRM - ik
HFIAKE ~ E38 ~ EEPE - B EREFE R MIELE - 5= AERHREEARY
BRI HERPEIEEEEE - DLESI AR HAMEHE - Nt em B 2L - 355
TREHT — RN HRAE (TR 2 7 — (& N2 R B A 5t - P&l - fEEE
EN LA EEIBHIRIZER o MR T IRFIR A EE 2 ) AMISGRAEER - i
[EEE T BN - RPN AEMEE - ) BZEE TR GRS -
WERIEVRLE LRIZ o 5 INZTOEEA  EHEE ERER I - HERRA
RSB - S E (A 2R E R DA - — DK - —EIBINEE S
SEHHEA > (R T o R DIOtREGE > EER IR B ARV
NE > PSRRI BT (AR S RV > AN BRI > BEETRIER
TEE BTV - ER T RIS R —T) -

2. 3 ATEREAVA T Distressing Role

HEM AR T — 58S OHMRIN S - 2 SR EHEIYRE — PR ER - RERHRRED
SRR 1 o ARV EEPE D E —(E A B REI AT o S ARG E T | B
TES 11 22 15 B AR RAURL - EERE R iTE T RIERRE - EOt > JEAEE -
LIRS o —(E A RES 22 R 8 N 2 HK > BIREAK > BEDUSER - fE/ AR
HIRETRE e SRy N AGE RIS NIZ - IS W (A 2 S AT o BEPE A A TRE: - i
HERHESE MMy - EEPE R0 AN ? AIREN 2 - MiRISBAEA B LY

T REBME ATV » Mt GECRIAYE T > Nk 28 S HYiG
AR o WEFA IR EAY B TS H AN — A TES © AR L EE L
Ff o AREEAREA TR EICEEEAMLLIRYY | e M E AR - U REEPE R 75855

6



IRRA T ZE o By T e B — (B MRE > (HEREEPg R — T - 558 16-17 6 -
FEPS RS AR EE A - RSB S - g IS Ay E 4G
FEPGHY—LEBEEAE V] - AEHR KNGS 18 Er - EEPSHYE S EE ARt TRl
wt o MEFRAE T AFHRIEP L) T+ - 2 (E EHER e DA EEPE R A - 3
EETERZ 5 21 BT « | WA PR A A BB B ER 1 ~ S
z ~ RAZRZMBIN - IRMEFIETRE - BRE - L tHRE - TRE > BHE
2o ) FYE > DIESIARL T —(E/ABHIZRRE » fEILIR » B B i Y ZE
7 - BE R SRR - SRR B RO E B R -
LG e LAEI B AR PRI T - M MIH St A Ay 2 LE A R S R e T
o S TR TAFEIE 2 1R o B A SR EE A O (T R - BB
18 BAFI5 20 EAY A0 - S FEER ER » FE—EF O ARRRHE - 5=
KA ZEAE T » MFIERFEC » NG RATMT - ATES LT ZREY
I GESEAARIE L - SR © Pranfd & - RERERIE - RATRERE L)
SHAVE BT E R B PRV S - QIR RES — LSRIZEE VIR R A > AlstE s
Y o DB IRAVER T ARtk | MIFEGHIRHE R GIZGR AT - (R E &
IZBEAYEHEE - IRBE PR NEYAERASRUE o HRIEEMEY . 0A ZIERIIRE - e
AEOKE CEZEAHRPY » HEIGEI AL - ARSI SRRMTHAE B
FIFMIA B EH CHEKESE R - BhERMERACE - AT EEEEM
HyAan o EHMEEZ ZIFRVZE AR ER > BP0 [ E I mT A EETE - tHelE
JEEPY - S Rl T ZEER IR LA R ZE - 1 T R P b — (A BRI
TRATRE M ACRER ~ BOZ TIFSFs & ayEul - MEHRILE NS S - il
AILUE D BRESER T I LL4EE - MHEEZ T - AJEEg A el M ECHEYY
i FIIE Gt &R E) o It ATREA G REBIR Rt IRy —V] - 3FacE - IREE
R AR o R ORAPREA AT o EHEIR B MRy - it & 45
IRIEHER BRI TT 2R -

3. ERIERLAY() T Dismissing Rebels

TS AR NS N H RS 5 o it W ikEE P iy s\ BRI At » BT
T EE B HBEACR PRIGALAY (DT - 35S 31-34 61 - SRR IE A - 55 31

BfiER - A R —EEARER IR BB - 8555 B EBUNTIILIE Z MIBIENV RS - 1HEL
SR TR 0 IR - (HE A DU EIA AE HRERPY - EREtalE Ay
2 o (B4t ] DAF R A Y ETRACE AT B AR o EaCFRRER A mI T 28— Ay
S ? — B/ NBZER 'Y RRIVRIERYIER TR0 > e r 5T A -
I AT DU R S B ERE AN M A a5 R 2R A 5 78 - & & BT e T
FREEHIFT - IWAIABIERE - BEEELE - DS NBEIAREK—ELE
K o HAFHE T 48 (E/NRFARITHREE & | FF AR R T2 ATHIT A © #85REEES

TN o E—EA— o LIZ = S, - fam UME(TIEEACE - ALEEIRZA -

7



i PIERBAER - ARHRI R T KRG - TR RS > HERE > 2RI
Ko Mgz - TS F RS R > —EFGEE - 5 33660 > EfEEH
VRS AIEIRF(BE o fILSEAR > FIRDR BT - FMI AT - AR TR E A 2
/S B] USSR SR B CHY 5EAE 2 FHEE R S m iy » EEERE LS ALE
E-ERHEAR T - MM 1 ETEAR - s HEHULAERMT - ARA
MR RR A A RFEEER - 55 10 Bk HEY " RSAEARSRE | - BICHERIRR LI -
FEBPINERRE > A FTETE R o MR BRI A RS - R > AT
FIANERAI A B EETTER - BB ZEE - TAREE © fZEEAES -
FREMF - MMTIEAE AT ER T Z YRS L o A 2B - M m] 5
SRESIUEIR S AT E A it - SEET RS VIR ? AL RN ~ TREORIEOA
FHEYINKZERIPREL - MERIREEER —KESRRAVIRE - BREEER - fifEE R
MERERER - AERERKIERER - Forti— BB MEAE | 5K - EEEEEEE
T2 (AP o PRI AR A RIEREE o (BRI ATR ZEERIBE LIS - Fmdt
FERIGR B2 T THNBT - FEREEERENK K - E—RCEEE T
¥ EHEERERT o HEEmRHIRENT > fREERIIER SRS - BEA EER i
DHaR e SO AT o 28000 > BEMAR Ry TR - S IGE AR — (R
FEIN > B PRANPEAR A TPRE o AORFRVUF LA HErEia sy - kg
& T EAGRYL > MRS TIRZME | Banplwtg L2 - BiER 7T EZRER
PReg - A EREAREMIREAA > U A ARERAYEREE S - AR A i
Ffr ERAVEEEH G BRI OE - EBLOSIA - ERMREELERE - 1
AIRE e B - M TRE B BB R~ BEARR SR B RK - BRI
FIRARE > SEREF M E TS F B AV R (5 - (EEYEZh - B TR -
MRp O HAP — RIS S AR RS -

&% zm CONCLUSION

ERMIEEHH MRS - e R B FIRYRRE © Hm] DURE R AR E IR Ry fi
HUEESR » FERMTS RAVEE T - 1 BB AVIRTEACE (S8 S/ - HARATRE SIS
PR - EEEL T AFEEL - B HIssE B - Mo MIEER ST - AR
R HAR o AR SR TEEIRIE SR E - EAEE T AR
RS - BREET e T N R BRI 2R AR B - 8255 - ARVAME Ry - ZR0M > 1
HYETEIA G IRTAMIRY R HBEE - (B2t E MG RS SR - DI ERS
R o NP SR EEEA AR - PRl i /BT —1) - DURARAAESAE
HA1 & ERrfEy—4] -



