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INTRODUCTION 2|2

Election day is two days away. Many people have been waiting for this event for two years, four
years or even longer. A brother shared his personal experience in one election year. He was
getting in line to vote. The man in front of him appeared impatient. He turned and chatted with
the brother, saying: “This is taking forever. Do you have to wait this long to vote in your birth-
country?” The brother replied without missing a beat: “We’ve been waiting for several thousand
years, and we’re still waiting.” Without a doubt, it is a privilege to express your opinions by
casting a ballot. Some of you have voted already. Others will do so on Tuesday. How do you
decide on the candidates and other voting issues? Psalm 33 gives us some insight on the matter.
Our study will focus on comparing men’s leadership with God’s ruling. The writer tells us that a
country is strong when people recognize God as their ultimate King.

EXPLANATION fi#fE
1. Men’s Regime A fYFEHE

First, the author states that men’s regime is imperfect. He highlights two issues. Problem number
1: rulers rely on their own wisdom. Read verses 10-11 again: 10 The Lord brings the counsel of
the nations to nothing; he frustrates the plans of the peoples. 11 The counsel of the Lord stands
forever, the plans of his heart to all generations. The word “nations” in verse 10 refer to foreign
countries that do not believe in God. When leaders do not admit God as their Lord, they will
make policies based on human wisdom. Those decisions are more than likely limited in scope
and are short-sighted. Problem number 2: men’s regime relies on military power. Look at verses
16-17: 16 The king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by his great
strength. 17 The war horse is a false hope for salvation, and by its great might it cannot rescue. A
country needs the armed force for security. When leaders do not seek God’s protection, they will
only depend on an army and weapons. More soldiers and horses will give people a peace of
mind. In sum, men’s regime is inadequate and short-lived. People who put their hope on earthly
leaders will be disappointed too. The Israelites in the Old Testament did not realize that until it
was too late. God appointed Samuel as their leader. People worried when Samuel was getting old
and his two sons did not have good conduct. They came to Samuel and asked for a king like what
foreign nations had. God told Samuel the real reason behind their request in 1 Samuel 8:7

— ...“Obey the voice of the people in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but
they have rejected me from being king over them.” People wanted to replace the Heavenly King
with a human king. Samuel warned people that their king would order them to serve him and
levy heavy tax on them. They literally replied: “We don’t care! Give us a king.” Hence, Saul was
crowned as the first king of Israel. He did some good things at first. But Saul turned into a self-
centered and ruthless leader soon afterward. It was a mixed bag for the next 400 years. There
were some godly kings in Israel. But the rest were wicked leaders who no longer followed God.
Problems like idol-worship, power-struggle, exploitation of the poor and foreign invasion all
occurred. It looks like plots in an ancient dynasty soap opera. Israel was eventually split into two
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nations, and both countries were defeated by enemies later. It is a sad ending when people put
their hope in a human leader instead of God. Granted, a country needs some form of government
to oversee its people. The Bible tells us that the authority to rule comes from God. Romans 13:1
says: Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Paul is talking about the Roman
government when he mentions the authorities. Even a secular and brutal regime gets its power
from God. Caesars claimed themselves to be gods. Many of them were hostile to Christianity.
God put that system in place for His purposes. You can think of other ungodly leaders in history
and even in today’s world. Ultimately, God gives them authority. Rulers will succeed if they
acknowledge God as their Master. A Biblical model of management should be God at the top,
rulers then citizens. The U.S. has a democratic government. There are checks and balances to
minimize abuse of power. The idea is that no one person can do everything. Group discussion
and negotiation can lead to better decisions. In view of all that, what should we look for as we
elect leaders? Let me suggest three criteria. First, humility. Do the candidates appear to be
capable and confident without being prideful? Do they admit their mistakes or will they make
excuse and blame others? Second, integrity. Do they fulfill their promises based on past
records? Do they obey the same laws they support? Third, accountability. Do they truly care
about the needs of people? Do they have a sincere heart to serve them? We need to ask God for
discernment before we cast our votes. We need to separate objective information from personal
opinions. We need to make decisions according to facts and not feelings. We should also pray
that leaders who win out will fear God. Ultimately, they will report to God for their works. No
matter how the election results look like, we trust that God is still in control.

2. God’s Reign fHHYE A

While men’s regime is imperfect, God’s reign is perfect. His ruling is also absolute. The psalmist
says in verses 4-5: 4 For the word of the Lord is upright, and all his work is done in faithfulness.
5 He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. We see a
few words that describe God’s character. “Upright,” “righteousness” and “justice” are related
words. They share general meanings of correct and fair. It is like when we say that every person
is equal before the law regardless of his/her background. The word “faithfulness” means true or
stable. God’s standards of right and wrong never change with time and situation. We also see the
word “love” in verse 5. We said last week that this Hebrew term is related to God’s covenant.
God will fulfill His promises because of the covenant He made with His people. God gathered
the Israelites at the foot of Mount Sinai. He gave instructions to Moses in Exodus 19:5-6 —

“‘5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my
treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” These are the words that you shall speak to the people of
Israel.” God adopted the Israelites as His people, then He gave them the Ten Commandments and
related laws. That covenant is like the constitution of a country. Based on the sovereignty of a
nation, laws are written for its citizens to obey. Likewise, the Old Testament Law is meaningful
because God established an eternal relationship with His people. The Law reflects God’s
character we mentioned earlier. God’s reign is fair, stable and full of love. The Law has three
main sections: civil, moral and ceremonial. Civil laws ensure an upright society. Rich and poor
people, citizens and foreigners are treated equally. Moral laws maintain the right of everyone. It
is the foundation for court proceedings. Innocent people will be protected, while law-breakers



will be punished. Ceremonial laws govern religious rituals. For example, they give instructions
on what offerings to present and how to observe various Jewish festivals. Modern society is very
different from the Old Testament world. Nowadays, we do not need to follow the same specific
laws. For instance, we do not have to present animal sacrifice when we worship in the church
and we can freely eat food that is considered unclean in the dietary law. However, today’s laws
are in principle consistent with Biblical truths. People are born to be self-centered. Laws preserve
the rights of every person. Due to the sinful nature of humans, there are laws related to abortion
and homosexual relationship, etc. Those conducts are obviously contrary to the Bible. Therefore,
no country is truly a Christian nation. Regardless, we must obey the laws of the land because our
government receives ruling power from God. We submit to God by submitting to our leaders.
But Christians should keep in mind their dual-citizenship. You are the resident of the country that
issues your passport. But followers of Jesus Christ are also citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven.
God sends them into the world to display His virtues. As such, believers should use the Bible as a
guideline when filling out the ballot. This country also gives us the freedom to express our
disagreements with the government in a respectful manner. Besides, we enjoy the liberty to
worship God without any fear of religious oppression. Despite all those privileges, no earthly
government is ideal. No law can protect the rights of every person. There will always be injustice
in the society too. We should pray for our leaders whether or not we agree with them. That is a
command from the Bible. Ultimately, we put our hope in God. Perfection can only be found in
heaven. That is where God’s reign will completely be fulfilled without any obstacle. Apostle
John paints a picture in Revelation 21:3 — And [ heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his
people, and God himself will be with them as their God.” This promise of a relationship with
God is the same as what God told Moses on Mount Sinai. In heaven, the blessing will not be
restricted to the Israelites, but it will be extended to all believers all over the world. There will be
great joy, peace and contentment when God rules over us.

CONCLUSION &E4

The writer tells us that a country is strong when people recognize God as their ultimate King. A
few days later, the U.S. will determine some future leaders. Other than this November election,
the Bible says that God has another election. It is not about picking officials in heaven. God
elected those He intended to save before He created everything. Christians are God’s elect. God
chose them from all over the world to be His people. Jesus saves them from eternal
condemnation. The Holy Spirit preserves them when they are still in the world. God declares
those people as righteous. They pledge allegiance to the country of their citizenship. At the same
time, they profess loyalty to God. There is no application process for that status. Rather, they
must claim Jesus as their Lord and King by faith. They follow Jesus’ ruling in the world and in
eternity. The anthem of these righteous people can be “He Is Lord.” The lyrics say: “He is Lord,
He is Lord. He is risen from the dead and He is Lord. Every knee shall bow, every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.”



Melody of Life 4= @i iEE (5) 11/3/24
Anthem of the Righteous 5 A FYE#K
Psalm 57 33

INTRODUCTION 5[&

PEEEEEER FEA WK - R AR T EFEREEEG THE - WEEEFERK - —fI
ST R T AAE — IR P Y KEFE o MLIEAEDERARSE » FE Ay —{E A 5N
JH o At S oA B SR o SR ¢ T (TR A w2 IR EFHIEAL BELE
IREAE R BRI NS 2 ) 26 i R A AR EE T IRPIEEE TR TE > HAE
BEE - 2R > BRAERERNERE N - AEABERET > K
il NRFEAEE R - IREUNRE (R AN HARRZE 7 55 33 és 7 /(fT—L&
RS LR RERTES | - BMAVERE R G PAELEE A RSB ATE - (EE 5T
- & AFPREE MM RS L > — (BB R LR AHY -

EXPLANATION fi#fE
1. Men’s Regime A AYEFE

B (FETEH ARBRERASEERY - fossl 7R - B8 UaHEIKSER
CHIERE - 558 10-11 & ¢ 10 EERIEEESIRIREE R YT - (R Ay S
AR e 11 IRNIgEREE RO ILE © o PRYESEEF - 28 10 88y T 3IE
AR MBI » EHbAA RIS IR R AP E AR AR S HIE B
o BEER T RER AR MR - B 0 ANBUBKRFEEE R - i5ES
16-17 61 : 16 BEEARENIEZEE - BEARERITRER - 17 SEB SRR

1 BAARERI AN » — (BB TR BV T B R R4 - &SR =Ky
PREEHT - A RERGEERAIRES - % T - AMBEEZ0 - RiTEZ - ARE
A e HAEny o APt am EF e Sy AL &R - BTHLIEsA
DA ERRENE B EEIRE TN o PR E M MRS - EREEES
Ermr > MY RIE 5o TGy - APIRENEE - MMTREREEEE. » ZREINTA
—iEE L —E L - HEREIHEC L 8.7 SFHREREA MRV K RAVEIEFEN © -
CHEFEIRERAY—V)EE > RAERIE - AR RRER - TR RER - A
TEMFIRYE - ) APIEAR ERYERCR ERYE - B EEEAT - A FIey £k
SHFIRFZRA - WE ATEUER - fFIREEE ¢ TR | SRR
FE o A2 AR LAETNE— L - —FRIGMIN T —tifE o (HIFER T
AT B Fe A TR RE R <E A o B2 T AREY 400 G - 1] SR RERRIRAE - DLt
YA — SRR E o (B EERAVERENURA S - MR R - PO EG -
FIFTE ~ FHESA - SMEHRIS S EREE L T - Bl G S (U 2R TP eV ED -



PLES R R R M E % - (&R R B S LR SR - & AP 3t
BRI AR S B - HE—(EARBRIES R - PR > —(E R T A= =AY
BUFACE AR - BECETTIM - GUBRVER KB - EF 131808 - £ 17
FEIEY > ANENERRML - N R AEWAZ Y - ERAVELE AT - &8
PREETRZIREARIT - SRV RBUT - B2 S AN S Ay Bt i Al e 1A
77 o SRR BT Ryt o MFIAETS W EEEEM - ML s e A
B o ARA] DUEEIRE S B S I S S BN Ay Sl o B A% o 1AE T PITRER
MRS EF KR MR ESE > MMt G Ry - BV ERA A EZ B e b
H > OSSN > AREAR - BEAE—ERIEBURF o 7 EERH] LUK
17 - HIREERA AT LMEAT A S5 - /NEETERAIBH ] DI A AR TR
AR > BAFTEEER I e R 7 B R = (R - 55— > 3R 5L - 12
ENEELREAT - HEMARE ? MMEREE CHiER - BEgIEORE
BN 22 35 - IRIBBENVECEE > PSS S HT ? fESF B CPATC R
AR ? B = > AR - MMTEAYRE O MR REENE ? A — R ESR S AR
LIS 7 E ML Z AT DA KIS TR T HRE ST - T Fs EoR = i A EH L {
NBUEEITBE - MR ERBEEE A SBREEAREAE - WMIREZ A& B Fh
farer > (EMMIRERR A - &8 - MR E A E CHY LIF RS - SemEsSas R
{a] > B EHTIREERE -

2. God’s Reign fHfVE G

NHJBHEEASEFRHY - (HHIVEIEREEFRY » VB IREHHY - 57 AL 4-5
EiER ¢ 4 NI SRR - AR FREE - S B 8/ &
S CHRFIEERY 28% » FRPTEE— iy gty - T IEE T EE TS
VL BAERRRY A o BFEA ERAA P E R - EGR MO RERT AN
PE - fEEm APIVE ST - TE  CREREREE) WEEEHESIRE -
SRRV A A L I R U - JAMES S fiththBs T " 2% E(H
T B EAERR S > B EACI TR HIE o RE BT RATILAEY >
N RESTAHIE ARG © TR LS ARERAEP SRR - HIAEHIR KEE 19:5-6 T H]
EEPEESHE ¢ 5 T WS RIS EAEEEEFRAYEE - ARV - sEEE RS
BT R > HAEthdlEikay o 6 IRMEFEIRIEEEEINEIE - BERIEK - 5 &
LR AN TIPSR AN ok L IPN S| DD 74 k= = SRV = A [t 2 B B
IEEE - E(EEER G —(ERRAVEE - IREEZEN MR - AR - fIARE
F o [FE > N B R ILA KRR (- VAT AR SR - HUARWE T HAM
AR EAVHEY G - EVE/RR AT  IRE I TmER) - A = (AL EE
fr* RS~ BREAGHE - RELERIEGRE - S ANEA - ARAINGAFZ 2]
PEER o BERUAMEE R ARTRER] > EREAIERINAVERE o SR ERAZ BI0RE
BIEERZ S - SEREESRBE - Ol EFfTETAZR EATEEYILR

5



AT BE RS AR KBS - BRI G REIEIAIRAAFE - 415 - I FTEEST
[FEIRRAYEAGARR B0 > FMTEREHFFR A LMY A5 > el IR LR
BT R AN EGRHIRY) - AR > SRAVARFA BT a M EE - NEAGIEH
HFEY o JEERRE R AR - P ABHRYIRME: - A — LRI NG ~ FETERE
BB o FREETT BRI R BRAEHY - It A — AR EEIENEEAER -
sl el > B RESFEIRAEARE - N RBUFE RS0 aMHE - TMEBIE
AP Bl A (- (HECETERERZ A aC i MRV E SRS - R S s IR R
JER o HEEAEIREEE TR R AR - MEIRMMEE ERoRryS<iE -
It EEAEE BERREZ B KfaE - SEEE U THRMEH - sy
AREBBTHY I - A WIS AHGFHNEH - AHELREEE - @EH
HARTHEESRE - B EBURIEA ZEEN < J2A AR ] DIORESE AAYRER] -
g G E NS PFSEFERE - SRS EERMIAEh > AFTEREZ R
s o EEE TS « K& BWPHEREFREHE L - s8R HBEERE
TRE] - AN > HEVE ISR 2 HEREIH e 2B o (EESMIIERURER 21:3 dikidg
TiREE ¢ RIERARNE TG B HEVIREEAM - thEEA
[FE - MM B - S H B MEE - PRIy - SR B IR
TRAYRER PRIRHAE RS 5L B EEPERTRRAVEEE — Ay - FER b PiE N EEEEILLES]
A T R R ERA A (E1E - Eauaf iy - RIS AMARIZLE » P&
Ml ©

CONCLUSION &35

g S > & AR HE M MRS R TRy - —EEIREEE A - K2
& - FBIRHREE — SRR - BR TERWY+— BRI BEGREE 5 —
i - WA EHEBERERENE R - MIEAE S ZATREE T i T R R AT
N o EEEE AV - e SRS s T IR R AT - BRBRR A ME K
TRHEFE PR R o E M FTE R By > BB —E IR P - s A RvaR
A o MFTRCER B CHYEISR » [Fls - Mt aEak - AEE e A HERER - A
FIZREE L EMECERZ AR AL - A BRI A RS AR ERAaeE - 12
Loz NAVEIHCRT DUZ " HU2 A - KGR - TR e - AVE EASEEIEE -
R - EEREEFE > S EARRAEI KR -



