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5] INTRODUCTION

A famous name brings pride to those who are associated with it. Just look at the bumper stickers
and license plates on some people’s cars. We live in the south and many folks worship college
sports like idols. I often tell American friends that I went to a wrong school and got addicted to
college football. Like many universities, my alma mater has tons of traditions related to football.
Besides sports, another well-known thing about my school is the marching band. The institution
has a military background. Therefore, the group plays with splendor. Members spend long hours
to practice the music and the complicated formations. Their wonderful presentations keep
audience on their seats during half-time. Football fans get excited every fall. They go to the
stadiums or glue to the TV screen. They cheer and roar at every play. Many people feel as if they
lost a loved-one when their team lost a game. You may not watch sports. But you may have
favorite singers, movie stars or celebrities. You appreciate their performance or you admire their
works. You feel that you are emotionally connected to them. Do we display similar sentiments as
we worship God? How did you feel when you got up this morning? What was on your mind as
you came into the sanctuary? What is your expectation in the next hour or so? What will your
conclusion be as you walk out from here? Just like many things, your mentality will affect your
activity. This gathering is not a religious program; it is a meeting with God. The Lord is here
when we call on His name. Imagine He is sitting on the podium watching us and receiving our
praise. How will all that affect our worship? Psalm 96 describes God as a King. We as Kingdom
citizens pay tribute to Him. The author tells us that the worth and works of God give us reasons
to worship Him. Who He is and what He has done help us understand why and how we should
worship Him. The psalm follows an 1-2-1-2 format. It may be divided into four sections in your
Bible. Part one tells us about God’s majesty, and part two points out God’s sovereignty.

{7 7% EXPLANATION

1. R E R g S5 Praise God for His Majesty
A. B gER 4 Give Him Melody (v. 1-3)

First of all, the psalmist calls people to praise God for His majesty. He urges them to do so by
giving God melody. Playing instruments and singing songs are common ways to worship God.
The author repeats three times in verses 1-2 by saying: “Sing to the Lord!” It is as if the psalmist
played the role of a song leader and announced: “People of God, let’s use our voice to praise
God!” God is the only audience. The psalmist highlights a few purposes for our praise. He says
in verse 2 that we sing to “bless his name.” In other words, we praise the name of God. In the
Bible, a name reflects a person’s character. For example, Sarah means princess, David means
beloved and Paul means humble. What comes to your mind when you think of the names of
God? We often read Isaiah 9:6 during Christmas time. The prophet lists a few titles of the coming
Messiah: “...and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.” Jesus Christ is full of wonder, wisdom and power. He is the eternal God and



the Minister of Peace. Think about those and many other attributes of Jesus every time you sing.
Besides praising God’s name, we can also use songs to proclaim His works. The author mentions
God’s salvation in verse 2. By “salvation” it can mean saving of people’s souls. But a more
general meaning is about rescue from danger. God gives us a new life when we accept Jesus. He
also protects us from harms. Are you not grateful that God gives you a good health and provides
you a means of transportation so that you can come today? Thank Him for all that! The psalmist
expands the scope of God’s help to “His marvelous works among all peoples” in verse 3. God
displays His power in nature. He fulfills His plans in history. He also shows us His personal will
for our life. God put the sun, moon and stars in the sky. He made plants and animals. God did
many wonderful things in Israel. God made the Israelites His people. But He is not only the Lord
of Israel, He is also the Master of human history. The world seems to be running in chaos. But
God gradually unfolds His plans from Genesis to Revelation. As we praise God, we are reminded
that God is the Creator, Provider and Finisher. Today, we are troubled by the economy, crime and
overseas enemies. We are anxious about our safety, health and future. Our faith is strengthened as
we sing to God. We learn to put our trust in God as we sing “The Lord Is My Shepherd.” He
cares for us and He will lead us if we follow Him. It takes away our worries as we sing “God
Will Take Care of You.” We know that He has a perfect plan for us whether in good or bad time.
We look forward to heaven as we sing “This World Is Not My Home.” Our hope is not on earth
but is in heaven. Christians have been singing all these and many hymns for centuries because of
the rich theology behind the lyrics. You cannot sing songs without pouring out your emotions. If
God so touches your heart, feel free to lift your hands, kneel down, say a prayer in your heart or
even shed a joyful tear. Let your spirit resonates with God’s Spirit through your voice.

B. {EZEHEER4EH Give Him Glory (v. 7-9)

The psalmist calls us to give God melody. Then in verses 7-9, he encourages us to give God
glory. He says three times “ascribe to the Lord.” The word “ascribe” means to give credit to. God
deserves all the glory. He is the origin of our supply, wisdom and capabilities. How should we
give glory to God in worship? In the Old Testament times, people worshipped God in
extravagant ways. The temple was a magnificent structure made with gold, silver, bronze, wood
and stone. Besides the building, there were priests who presented animal offering, musicians and
choir members. All the costs, preparations and rituals underscore God’s glory. The sight, sound
and smell trigger people’s responses. One way that God displays glory is through His strength.
We see God’s strength in nature. Multiple hurricanes in recent weeks caused a lot of damages.
From the natural world, we can switch focus to ourselves. Our human body is a complicated
power plant. There are a lot of physical and chemical reactions going on inside. Besides, God
also demonstrates His spiritual power. He raised Jesus from the dead. God infuses the same
power in us when He saves us from sin. The Holy Spirit continues to protect us by His power
after we are saved, lest we may stumble in sin. Therefore, we are covered by God’s strength from
the inside and out. Because of all that, the psalmist encourages us to give glory to God in three
ways in verses 8-9. First, he asks us to “bring an offering.” In the Biblical times, people offered
animals as sacrifices. Nowadays, we present money as a thanksgiving gift to God. Besides
money, you can also contribute your time and talents to serve in ministries. Second, the author
tells us to worship God “in the splendor of holiness.” It can mean both God’s holiness or ours. If
the psalmist is talking about God, then he is encouraging us to uphold God’s holiness in worship.
But if the author’s focus is on our holiness, then he is reminding us to stay pure as we worship



God. The two interpretations may not be contradictory. In the Old Testament worship, the priests
and all the utensils went through a washing process before the ceremony. The symbolic meaning
is to set aside people and objects to be used by God. When Jesus saved us, He transferred us
from the dark domain and brought us into the Kingdom of Light. We are cleansed by the blood of
Jesus. However, we will keep stumbling because we are still in this imperfect body and we live
in a fallen world. As we come to worship, we should be aware that we are meeting the holy God.
It is appropriate for us to examine ourselves as we enter the sanctuary. I suggest you to arrive
here a few minutes before the worship begins. Quiet yourself before the Lord. Ask Him reveal
any sin that interferes your worship. Then ask God for forgiveness. The third thing the author
tells us to do is to tremble before God. Those who are saved have been spared from eternal
condemnation. God loves us and so we should not be afraid of Him. However, that close
relationship should not reduce our honor and respect toward God. We should not treat worship
too casually as if we are coming to watch a religious show. We need to come with sincerity and
seriousness. You should put your phone away and refrain from chatting with others so that you
can fully focus on God.

2. [REIHY EHESEEM Praise God for His Sovereignty

We praise God for His majesty. We do so by giving Him melody and glory. Next, the psalmist
encourages us to praise God for His sovereignty. The writer mentions two areas where God
proves His sovereignty.

A. HhEEE—1) {5 He Surpasses All Idols (v. 4-6)

First, God surpasses all idols. Verse 4 says God is “to be feared above all gods.” The Bible says
there is only one true God. If that is the case, then where do all other gods come from? They are
man-made images. Sometimes people feel helpless when they face difficulties in life. They
realize that money, talents and relationship cannot solve their problems. They think perhaps there
is some supernatural force that controls their life. Some people become pessimistic, thinking that
the so-called fate is leading their future. They conclude: “Perhaps I did something really bad in
my previous life. I have no choice but to accept my karma.” Others try to turn the tide by
resorting to idols. They hope that some gods can help them change bad luck into good ones.
Therefore, primitive people worshipped the sun, the moon, rocks and trees. They paid tribute to
those objects because they were afraid of them. We modern people think that those ideas are
silly. The fact is that a lot of highly-educated people go to the temple, seek help from fortune-
tellers and check their feng-shui. Their mindset is the same as their ancestors’. It is all about
seeking control. They look for ways to manipulate certain unknown power for their own gain.
They seek after fame and fortune and good health. They wish to have a baby boy instead of a
girl, their children accepted by renowned colleges. The basic rule is “I scratch your back and you
scratch mine.” They burn incense, paper money, donate to the temple, prepare a chicken or
roasted pig and bow down to a statue. They are hoping that some gods will grant their wishes.
What if one idol does not work? No problem! They just turn to another one. They pick the gods
they prefer as if they were in a buffet restaurant. The question is: who is the boss if you can offer
something to that idol and get what you want? Who listen to whom? That is the one big obstacle
that prevents some people from accepting Jesus. True believers must surrender their will to the
Lord and serve Him as Master. His will is higher than ours. We admit that we only have a limited



vision of our lives. But God has the whole world in His hand. He welcomes us to bring our
requests to Him like a child comes to a father. But our mentality is very different from
approaching an idol. Our money offering is not to bribe God. Everything we have comes from
Him anyway. God does not need our money. He wants our hearts. Our prayer is not a shopping
list. We present our needs sincerely while submitting to His will. We believe that God has the
perfect plan, means and timing to provide for us. He is the Master and we are His servants. He is
our Father and we are His beloved children. Every time we worship Him, we recommit ourselves
to Him and acknowledge His sovereignty over us.

B. HI{ERRFTE B FS He Subdues All Nations (v. 10-13)

God does not only surpass all idols. He also subdues all nations. The last section of this psalm
from verses 10 to 13 depicts God as a king sitting on the throne. Two things will happen with
regard to this King. First, He will judge the world. We see three related words about judgment.
Verse 10 tells us that God judges with equity. People are examined equally regardless of their
background. Verse 13 adds that God judges in righteousness, meaning that He will do so with
fairness. The punishment will match the offense. Then verse 13 says God judges in faithfulness.
His standard always stays the same. God’s perfect judgment is in stark contrast to the justice
system of the world. Human judges are imperfect and sometimes biased. Moreover, crafty
lawyers attack loopholes and come up with outrageous arguments. Poor and innocent people
suffer as a result. But even if guilty people escape the penalties of the earthly court, no sinful
person will be able to hide from the Heavenly Judge. Our hope is not in any earthly government,
but God. The election will take place in about two weeks. People have mixed feelings every time
whenever there is an election. Some folks hope that the new officials will bring stability and
prosperity. Other people think that they are just picking less rotten apples from the basket. The
fact is that no matter how noble earthly leaders are, they are but humans. Ultimately, we trust that
God is in control no matter how bad our world may become. His righteous judgment will be in
full force when Jesus returns. Every ruler of the world will have to pay tribute to the Lord. Paul
describes in Philippians 2:10-11 — 10 ... At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father. Every time when we worship God, we express our longing, hoping that
Jesus will come sooner. Not only will God’s people welcome His judgment, even the creation
will rejoice over it. Nature echoes with people to praise God in verses 11 and 12. We see heavens
(meaning the sky and the outer space), earth, sea, field, trees and all living things celebrate in
unison. Sin entered the world when Adam and Eve rebelled against God. The earth was cursed as
a result. Weeds pop up among edible crops. Natural disasters cause devastations. On the top of
those problems, people turn self-centered. Troubles like pollution, greed and exploitation are
some examples. People want to control others and the world for their own gain. One day, God
will restore everything. Sin will completely be removed. The world will return to a prefect order
like the Garden of Eden all over again. God will rule with true peace, love and joy. Believers
from all over the world will gather around the throne of God and erupt in praise. Revelation 5
gives us a glimpse of the scene. A multitude of angels worship God with a loud voice. Apostle
John describes what happens next in verse 13: And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth
and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne
and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” It will be a
glorious worship. Our weekly gathering is like a rehearsal that prepares us for that day. We give



our best to the King despite our weakness and limitations. We look forward to heaven when God
will give us a new body. We will sing and dance without feeling tired. Our voice will not be out
of tune. Angels will accompany believers from all over the world to form a huge choir and give
glory to the King.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

The psalmist tells us that the worth and works of God give us reasons to worship Him. He is the
center of our worship. Many Christians make themselves religious consumers. They want the
church to entertain them. Music must be loud and upbeat. Sermons must be funny. Before long
they get tired for singing the same songs. They find Bible lessons boring. They would rather
listen to the latest Christian music from the internet. They look for their favorite star-preachers
on YouTube. They can sing along in shower. They can listen to sermons in the gym. Therefore,
they see no need to go to church. Surely, Christian songs and messages can be edifying. But
recordings cannot replace your church. The question is: who are you worshipping, God or
yourself? Even when Christians do go to church, many of them feel unsatisfied. They mumble to
themselves “I didn’t get anything in the service today.” You are not the audience. God is the only
audience! People serving on the podium are leaders facilitating your worship to God. It is true
that our coworkers are far from professional. I make mistakes all the time too. Equipment may
malfunction. Sometimes you find the songs outdated. The sermons can make you extra drowsy.
God accepts our worship despite all those flaws. Let us engage our whole being to praise Him.
We worship God with our lips, ears, eyes and heart. When you sing, you sing to God. When you
pray, you pray to Him. When you listen to a sermon, pay attention to what the Holy Spirit is
speaking to you. I am sure our worship atmosphere will be very different if our attitude is right.
Every Sunday, we cannot wait to come here and praise God with fellow believers. Worship will
become a show, not to show how good people can perform on the stage, but to show our sincere
love and praise to God.
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