The Crucial Question of Christian Discipleship (By Dr. J.B. Selecman) 9/22/24
RAEEMENBERE
John HBEF 21:1-17

Disclaimer: This outline is based on a previous message from the speaker. The detailed content
may be different from the sermon on 9/22/24.

The Gospel of John: Presenting the passion and purpose of Jesus Christ as an evangelist

The purpose statement of the entire book is in John 20:30-31:

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this
book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that by believing you may have life in his name.

The “signs” were the miracles of Jesus recorded in the book that show us the significant things
about the passion of Christ.

They are divided into three parts:

1. External Revelation — these sign miracles are recorded in the body of the book
Those are representative sign miracles that people could see or touch. Those accounts were
written to evoke an...

2. Internal Response: “In order that you might believe...,” which has an...

3. External Result: “... that by believing you may have life in His name.”

Sounds like the body ends there by Chapter 21 is an addendum that contains another sign miracle
with a following questions and answers session.

Verse 1: “After this” means after the previous events recorded in John
e Revealed Himself “to make visible” and “again” back and forth
e Again — no dealing with Jesus is ever final; it can always occur by the grace of God
e This is what Jesus has done for 2,000 years since the resurrection. He is moving around
on earth making Himself known to individuals

Verse 2: So He does it to the disciples
e Simon Peter: it was Jesus who changed his name from Simon to Peter
e Jesus is reducing him from Simon to Peter; to get rid of fleshy man and emerge the
spiritual man; this double name was a warning or an announcement that Simon Peter was
acting in the flesh

Verses 3-5: So look for the sign miracle; look through the miracle like a window and look for the
sign and what it signifies

Verse 3: This is a perfect example of self-directed Christian service and its results
e “I am going fishing” That sounds innocent. It means to retire out of sight. It is a full, final
and formal departure from his association; like “I’'m out of here. Why did He ever want
me? So I’'m going back to the oars, nets...”



e They acted out of themselves and they caught nothing; John 15:5 “without me you can do
nothing.”

e Professional fishermen, at night, the best place to fish

e When I engage in self-directed Christian service; self-energy without engaging with the
fullness of the Holy Spirit and under His guidance, the result is failure

e This is the first miracle of the story

Verses 4-6: Will show us a flip to Christ-directed service

Verse 4: It was actually Him (Jesus); strange capacity He could do after the resurrection; He
could even be walking with someone and withhold from their eyes His identity and then open
their eyes to Himself

Verse 5: “Boys” Have you caught any fish? He did not directly embarrass them; He could have
rebuked them; What do you have to show for yourself?

e  “No!” Very abrupt in one word; a sign of frustration

Verse 6: Christ-directed service; The “net”. Right side is the position of fullness, faithfulness and
authority

e What must they have thought? We see in verse 8, it says He was 100 yards away; Who
does He think He is? We are the fishermen

e Now what a difference it makes when Jesus is calling the shots

e  When Christ directs the service, the result is fullness; when self directs the service, the
result is failure; so option every day is carnal or spiritual

e Second miracle: a volume of instant fish; one cast at His command with a total success;
one cast by the command of God who made the fish (Genesis 1:9, 20)

Verse 7: Now it develops further; the one who is writing this
e John has a distinctive kind of love
e No sooner as John revealed what Jesus did, Simon Peter revealed his character
(hot/rash/impulsive/quick-acting); we relate to him well
e Simon Peter is about to walk into his own judgment; here he is fishing, he has denied
Jesus and Jesus is about to restore him

Verse 8: The other followed (200 cubits/100 yards)

Verse 9: Note what kind of fire?
o Anthrakia = anthracite coal is mined out of the ground as charcoal
e Another place was in the High Priest’s judgment hall (John 18:18); a cool spring
morning; Simon Peter and John were there, and Peter was trying to look anonymous

looking on the happenings of Jesus; he moved in around the fire to warm his hands and
that is when the woman came up

e  “You are a follower of Jesus the Nazarene! “No!”
e “You are too... are you not?” “I don’t know the man!”



e  “Your accent betrays you as a Galilean.” He began to curse and swear: “I never heard of
the man.” Jesus looks (Luke 22:61; Mark 14:71)

e Then a rooster crowed around that charcoal fire

So Simon Peter comes up out of the water; that pungent unmistakable smell hits his

nostrils and he says “what have I done?”

This whole thing is about to emerge; Peter the apostle, the world-changer

“Fish” is a diminutive singular form; it means “one little fish”

Why? One little fish to feed 7 very hungry men (John 6:9)

He is reconstructing the miracle of the feeding of thousands of people to remind them this

one man is feeding 7 hungry men (Third miracle)

Verse 10: “Bring the fish you have just now caught”; on your own you caught nothing but now at
my command, at my orders

Verse 11: “Mega” fish; 153 (years later they remembered)
e Fourth miracle: nets were not broken; in Luke the nets were broken all to pieces; the
fourth miracle set the stage for something big

Verse 12: The Lord

Verse 13: Singular diminutive again “one little fish” to feed them
e What a story; the risen Christ just having died, made out of the tomb and paid for our
sins; conquered sin, Satan and death; found nothing more important to do than serving
breakfast to 7 hungry men; 7 defectors who had walked away and now He reaches one
man to get to the others and here is the crucial question
e Third time; what an atmosphere of eternity, this common setting has about it

Verse 15: Simon Peter; but then He dismisses Simon Peter’s new name and calls him his flesh
name
® Yes, Lord, you know me; Jesus (agape) and Peter (phileo)
e [ have an affinity, fondness, an affection for you, but I have failed and I am embarrassed
when compared to your agape love
e Notice Jesus did not challenge Peter’s reduced answer; He meets us where we are
e Literally shepherded by sheep

Verse 16: Again

Verse 17: A third time; three times Jesus asked, and three times Peter had to answer
e Peter was grieved; he was smitten in his spirit
e Three-fold challenge: Do you really love me? Personal question
e Three-fold confession: Yes I do
e Three-fold commission: Feed, feed, feed

Personal Question: It was asked to one person; Jesus’ key man



You might think Simon Peter was exempt from this question; but no Christian is exempt;
this is the crucial question because it is the ultimate determinant for everything we will
be, say and do for Him

Ask yourself this; you are closed in with Jesus

It was asked by one Person; it was as if the recognizable Jesus walked in here and came
to you; and looked into your face then ask three times “Do you?” Deep searching your
soul

Preferential Question: It calls for a radical choice

“More than these?” Could be three things:

A. These 6 men: Jesus does not take second place to anyone
e He must have the place of pre-eminence (first place) Luke 14:26

B. More than these men love me? Remember Peter had said: “I will follow you even
unto death.” Jesus says: Really?

e Same with us; you declare you are dead and have been raised to newness to life, and
Jesus may say to us: “Are you as good as your confession?”

C. More than you love these things? The nets, fish, boats
e More than my own habits, opinions, safety, job, hobbies

Practical Question: All three questions, responses and commission

Love is something you do; our culture says love is something you think or feel (John
14:21)

If you love Jesus, you are willing to give your life to people, prayers, the nations; the
study and proclamation of the Word

What you are is determined by what you live (1 Corinthians 16:22)

Love for Him and love for them

Jesus put the nail in old Simon and Peter here emerges; the gospels close and in Acts it is
Peter, Peter, Peter
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