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5]& INTRODUCTION

Being late for something important can have serious consequences. All his life, Bob has a
sleeping problem. He tried many things to help him go to bed — a warm shower, soft music,
counting sheep, but nothing worked. He could not fall asleep until it was late in the night. By the
time he woke up, he felt as if he were a dead meat. His boss warned Bob multiple times because
he often showed up late for work. Bob finally decided to see a doctor. The physician prescribed
him some medicine. For the first time in his life, Bob could actually sleep soundly. He was full
of energy when he got up. He whistled as he walked by his manager’s office. Bob peeked his
head inside and proudly said: “Know what, Jim? I had an excellent night’s of rest. I even arrive
today before 8 o’clock.” Jim looked puzzled. Then he said: “Great! But where were you the
whole day yesterday?” From now on, perhaps Bob has to set three alarm clocks to make sure that
he will get up in time. But there are others things that we cannot make up for if we are late. The
parable we will study today is about Jesus’ second coming. At this point in time, Jesus was about
to go to the cross. He still had one critical matter to inform His disciples. His departure would
not be forever because He will return in the future. Bible scholars call the period between Jesus’
ascension to heaven and His second coming as the end times. Therefore, we are in the end times.
In fact, we are getting closer and closer to Jesus’ return. The Lord teaches the disciples what will
happen before His second coming in Matthew chapters 24 and 25. Man-made and natural
disasters will be on the increase. People will turn cold and hostile to the truth. We should not be
scared or surprised by those signs. But the gospel will continue to spread. We need to be
watchful and react accordingly. Expectation with preparation is the moral of today’s passage.
Those who are ready for Jesus’ return will be blessed.

The setting for the story is about a wedding. Let us go back to the Bible times and understand
some Jewish customs about the event. Much like ancient Chinese culture, at that time the parents
arranged marriages for their children. In Genesis, Abraham sent a servant to his hometown to
look for a wife for his son, Isaac. After a suitable girl is found, the two families will negotiate the
terms. The groom’s family has to come up with a dowry. It can be a sum of money plus some
jewelry. The dowry serves two purposes. First, it is a means of compensation to the girl’s family
for losing a worker. After marriage, the bride will move in to the groom’s home. Second, it is a
security for the bride. If her husband passes away, then she has some emergency fund to rely on.
An engagement will take place after both sides has come to an agreement. The engagement is
usually done well ahead of the wedding day. This will give the groom time to prepare for the
banquet and to get his home ready for his future wife. An engagement is considered binding. You
may remember the story of Joseph and Mary. They were engaged. God chose Mary to become
the earthly mother of Jesus. She was conceived through the Holy Spirit. It was a sin punishable
by death if a girl was pregnant before marriage. The Bible says Joseph was a righteous man. He
did not want to publicly shame Mary. Instead, he planned to call off the wedding quietly. Later
an angel told Joseph God’s plan. Then Joseph received Mary as his wife. The wedding day will
come when everything is ready. The groom will be accompanied by a few groomsmen and go to
the bride’s house. In the Chinese culture, we call that “snatch the bride.” The bridesmaids will
demand a huge cost and they will come up with difficult questions and challenges to test the



guys. The groom gets a first taste that marriage requires great efforts! In the ancient world,
people usually traveled after sunset to avoid the daytime heat. That explains why the guys in the
parable arrived late at night to the bride’s home. There will be a ceremony after the men have
arrived. Then the whole procession will return to the groom’s home for the wedding banquet.
Depending on the financial status of the groom’s family, the celebration might last a few days to
even a week. After knowing some background, we will look at the parable.

fi#F% EXPLANATION

The story is about some ladies waiting for the coming of the groom. They represent people
waiting for the second coming of Jesus. The main focus is on comparing two groups of virgins.
By “virgins” it simply means that they were unmarried ladies. We call them bridesmaids in
today’s term. Since it was late at night, they carried lamps. They needed illumination for the trip
back to the groom’s house. At that time, a lamp could be a torch. People tied a rag to the end of a
stick. The cloth is then soaked in oil and is lit up. More fuel will be added continually to keep the
fire burning. Jesus called five of the girls foolish because they did not have any spare oil for their
lamps. The other five were described as wise because they had extra oil. The two groups faced
contrasting outcomes due to their preparation or the lack of it. Here we can derive the first lesson
from the story. It is about preparation for Jesus’ return. The foolish bridesmaids could not
excuse themselves for not preparing ahead. A lamp without oil is like a car without fuel. It is
useless. I had a nerve-wrecking experience when my car almost ran out of gas. I was on my way
to the church one morning. I knew my car needed to refill gas. You know I am a cheap man. The
gas prices around our church are always lower than those near my home. I estimated I should be
able to make it. Before long, a warning light came on. Therefore, I stopped at a station and added
just one gallon of gas. The problem was, the light did not disappear! Worse still, I saw from a
distance that there was a traffic jam. I was so nervous because my car was still burning fuel when
the engine was idling. By God’s mercy, I managed to get to the next gas station (that sold
cheaper gas!) to refuel my car. Lesson learned: do not bet on chance. Make preparation ahead of
time. Wise people will prepare for Jesus’ return. Many people think that the world is coming to
an end. Population is on an exponential growth, hence the demands for food, water and
electricity. Moreover, some crazy dictators overseas always try to get rid of their enemies. All it
takes is the push of a button to fire a missile. An attack will be offset by a counter-attack. That
chain-reaction may bring mankind to an end. The return of Jesus for a rescue mission is a good
news. However, merely dreaming of His coming without preparation is useless. The five wise
maids were well-prepared with enough oil. What does the oil represent? Christians throughout
ages had different interpretations. Some people say the oil represents the Holy Spirit because it is
a common metaphor used in the Bible. If that is the case, how should we reconcile the fact that
the foolish ladies did have some 0il? Did they only have a fraction of the Holy Spirit? Also, we
can share oil with others, but we cannot share the Holy Spirit in us with others. Others suggest
that the oil stands for good works, love, joy or grace. None of those answers seem to be ideal. We
will explain what preparation we need when expecting Jesus’ second coming later.

The second lesson from the story has to do with procrastination. In the parable, the ladies knew
that the groom was on his way. The foolish girls procrastinated in getting enough oil. They
thought they could buy more oil later since the guys had yet to show up. The groom was delayed
by some unknown factors. The bridesmaids dozed off while waiting. They were not blamed for



feeling tired. Being watchful does not mean the girls had to stay awake the whole time.
Suddenly, someone called out at midnight that the procession was approaching. Then the foolish
girls finally realized that they were low on oil. They asked the other five ladies to lend them
some oil. Their request was denied. We may think that the wise girls were being selfish. They
could also share the light on the road by walking closer to each other. Those are not the issues
Jesus wanted to address. The key point is that there will be a consequence for procrastination. It
was too late to buy oil when the groom had arrived. Jesus’ return seems to be delayed like the
groom in the story. But 2 Peter 3:9-10 tells us that God has His purpose: 9 The Lord is not slow
to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any
should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a
thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up
and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. Peter describes the
second coming of Jesus is like a thief sneaking in at night. Jesus and a few other Bible authors
also use the same analogy. It can happen unnoticed at any time. Wise people will take
precautions to prevent thieves. We shut windows and lock doors at night. Some may set an
intrusion alarm before going to bed. Likewise, we must stay alert for Jesus’ return. Peter says that
people ridiculed by saying: “Is Jesus really coming back? I don’t see it happens yet.” It has been
2,000 years since Peter wrote this letter. People throughout history had the same question in
mind. The sovereign God has His schedule. He is giving people more time to repent. He hopes
that more people will believe in Jesus. Of course, Satan hates to see that. He has been spreading
a lie in people’s mind all along that Jesus will delay indefinitely. A story was told that Satan was
having a board meeting. He was looking for new ideas to fool people. One demon suggested:
“We can tell people that there is no heaven.” Satan responded: “It won’t work. Who doesn’t want
to go to heaven?” Another agent proposed: “I can convince everyone that there is no hell.” Satan
disliked it: “Bad idea. They all know hell is real.” A third devil advised: “I will mislead people
that there is always another tomorrow. There is no need to hurry to believe in Jesus.” To that,
Satan sat back with a satisfied smile. Since then, many people buy into that lie. But the fact is
that no one can predict the future. The Bible says today is the day of salvation. Confess your sins
and accept Jesus as your Savior and Lord today! After the door is close, no one can enter.

Permission is the third lesson we can learn from the parable. The five foolish maids went to buy
oil. But they were denied entry to the house on their return. Listen to the conversation in verses
11-12: 11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.” 12 But he
answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.” The groom gave permission to those who
could enter because it was his wedding. Unfortunately, once the door was shut, it could not be
reopened. We may think that the groom was too cruel. It was a celebration. Why ruined
everyone’s mood? Notice the groom did not say to the ladies: “Sorry, you are late. The party has
started.” But he said: “I do not know you.” Their failure to prepare such an essential supply as oil
showed that they were not ready for the celebration. Jesus makes a similar remark in Matthew
7:22-23 — 22 “On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name,
and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.”” The context
is also about the Lord’s return. He is about to begin the final judgment. Many people will claim
that they do a lot of work in Jesus’ name. They may state: “Oh I know Jesus. He is the Son of
God. He is the Christmas baby. He died on the cross.” They firmly believe that they are qualified
to go to heaven. But Jesus replies: “I never knew you.” Having some knowledge about Jesus and



even doing work in His name cannot save them. Suppose [ were a little kid begging on the street.
One day the CEO of McDonald’s drives by and he sees me. He pulls over and hands me a
hamburger. It is very kind of him. But a sandwich may only feed my hunger for a few hours.
What if he does something really extraordinary? He asks me to hop on to his car. He tells me that
he is going to adopt me as his son. After filing the paper work, I become a member of his family.
He even includes me in his future inheritance! There is a huge difference between knowing a rich
man and having a personal relationship with him. Likewise, God does not only want us to know
certain information about Him. He invites us to be a member of His family. The Bible says God
adopts us as sons and daughters through Jesus. That guarantees us a place in heaven in the future.
Not only that, the Heavenly Father watches over His children every moment when they are still
living down here. Here is the key: we prove that we belong to His family by obeying Him. Jesus
says in verse 21 of the passage: “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” Those who
love God will do what He says. Do you see any change in you after you became a Christian? Do
you reflect the values of your Heavenly Daddy in your thoughts, speech, actions, goals, and
everything else? Do not assume that you are a Christian. You have to live like one! Of course, we
are not saying that we have to be perfect. We can never achieve perfection in this life. The keys
are first, do you have the desire to become more like Jesus? Second, are you growing to become
more like Him? Are you pursuing after Jesus’ attributes such as humility, honesty and mercy?
Can the people around you feel that you are a better person because you are a follower of Jesus?
Growth takes time and determination. You must make up your mind and put on the new self in
Christ. Most definitely you will still stumble. Mistakes and even sins will humble us. Those
setbacks remind us that we can never walk this path of righteousness by our own effort. We need
to constantly go back to God, ask Him for forgiveness and His strengthening grace.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

Jesus is arriving. All the Biblical prophecies about Jesus have been fulfilled except His second
coming and subsequent events. Jesus never lies. If He said He will come back, then it will
happen. Expectation of His return must be accompanied by our preparation. What preparations
does Jesus require of us? There are two facets of it. First, you must receive Him by faith. He is
the only doorway through whom we can go to heaven. You must admit that you are a sinner,
believe that Jesus died for your sins and commit your life to Him. Second, you must live for
Jesus by faith. In other words, you must conduct your lives by following Jesus daily. You show
others through your study or your work that Jesus is your Lord each and every day. You serve
Him through the roles He puts you in in school, at work and among your friends. You obey His
Word in your church life and private life. If you make those preparations, then you are ready to
go to heaven any moment when Jesus calls you home.
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