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5]& INTRODUCTION

Time and timing are different things. Time describes the progression of events from past, present
to future. It is measured in hours, days, etc. Timing refers to the moment when something takes
place. It is often associated with opportunities. It may not matter whether you cut your hair today
or next week. In comparison, there are other time-sensitive events. For instance, your flight will
not wait for you if you arrive late at the airport. You can make up some missed timing by
rescheduling or paying a penalty or waiting for the next opportunity. For some other things, we
may regret for not seizing the right timing. Some people missed a job opening or an investment
opportunity. Others were not able to say goodbye to their loved ones before they passed away.
We blame ourselves: “Why didn’t I do it earlier?”” Of all the decisions we need to make, there is
one choice we must embrace in this life. It is the decision to receive Jesus. There will not be a
second chance after we leave the world. We can only choose to accept Jesus as our Savior and
Lord when we are still alive. Moreover, no one can make that decision for you. The parable we
will study today illustrates those important facts.

fiZ2% EXPLANATION
1. 43ZAY 75 A Lifetime Direction

There are two main characters in the parable — a rich man and a poor guy. They have contrasting
lifetime directions. Verses 19-21 describe: 19 “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple
and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate was laid a poor man
named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s
table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores.” The wealthy guy was not named in
the story. Quite possibly, he lived in a huge mansion. He dressed well and partied daily. Purple
dye is extracted from certain snails. It was rare and expensive. Linen was a fine fabric the
general public could not afford. Not only did the man wear luxurious clothes, he also enjoyed
great food. The man had a lavish lifestyle to say the least. Then the camera pans to a poor fellow
named Lazarus. He was laid at the rich man’s door. The passive voice implies that Lazarus had
difficulty walking on his own. There was no social benefit or charity to help disabled people at
that time. They could only beg for life. Lazarus ate crumbs fell off from the rich man’s dining
table. He was not only poor, he also contracted a skin disease. To add to his misery, some dogs
licked his sores. Unlike modern people, the Jews did not keep dogs as pets, since they were
considered unclean animals. Being touched by unclean animals would make people unclean.
Poor Lazarus was unable to fend off those strayed dogs. The two persons were on the opposite
ends of the spectrum. The rich man had everything. He could depend on his money and live a
trouble-free life. In comparison, Lazarus had virtually nothing. He must depend on people’s
mercy to get by. He had to constantly worry about the next meal. The wealthy guy had the whole
world in his hand. People knew him by where he lived, what he wore and how he partied. That
kind of life is actually quite shallow. There is no doubt that money is a blessing from God.
Having money is not evil, but loving money is a sin. Money should not be the final goal of our
life. It is only a means for us to serve God. Paul gives us a right perspective about wealth in



Philippians 4:12-13 — 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and
every circumstance, [ have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance

and need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. Paul tells us the secret to live
an abundant life is to stay content. He did not worry about not having enough. He did not get
prideful for having a surplus either. He understood that money was only a tool for his ministries.
Ultimately, he learned to depend on God. He continued to do God’s work whether he had a little
or a lot. Contentment should be our life pursuit. Many rich people may not be satisfied with what
they have. A lot of poor people get bitter when they focus on what they do not have. There is a
wise prayer in Proverbs 30:8-9 that should inspire us: 8 Remove far from me falsehood and
lying; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is needful for me, 9 lest I
be full and deny you and say, “Who is the Lord?” or lest I be poor and steal and profane the
name of my God. The key to contentment is to trust that everything we have comes from God.
That will give us peace and joy. It will also take away the greed to want more, and the anxiety
about shortage. In any society, there are always the richest of the rich and poorest of the poor.
Many wealthy people have a humble beginning. They get rich from hard work. There is nothing
wrong if you aspire to become the best in your field. Feel free to explore the full potential of the
knowledge and talents God gives you. Do the best for Him. Naturally, the higher you reach, the
bigger will be your paycheck. No matter what role God puts you in, He wants you to serve Him.
Therefore, do not let the chase of money guides your lifetime direction.

2. B1%1945 5 Afterlife Destination

The rich man and Lazarus had different lifetime directions. Those two paths led to contrasting
afterlife destinations. The descriptions make us think of heaven and hell. Before we proceed, let
us keep certain principles in mind. (1) We should not impose our understandings about heaven
and hell from other sources. What you learned before may not be consistent with the Bible. (2)
We should focus on the information in this story, then cross-reference to other related Bible
passages. We build our doctrines from the whole Bible. (3) We should be mindful of the Jewish
tradition about the topics. Understanding of their culture helps us interpret the Bible. With all
that in mind, let us look at verses 22-23: 22 “The poor man died and was carried by the angels to
Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he
lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side.” We see a reversal of fortune
to the two characters. Lazarus was ushered to Abraham by the angels after his death. “Go to the
fathers” or similar phrases often appear in the Old Testament. Abraham is a model of a righteous
person. Therefore, to be with Abraham means accepted by God. In comparison, the wealthy man
ended up in a place of torment. “Hades” in verse 23 is not hell. In Jewish tradition, Hades is the
place where all people will go after they pass away. It is a holding place to wait for God’s final
judgment. Revelation 20:13 gives us further information: And the sea gave up the dead who were
in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of
them, according to what they had done. The context is about the future great white throne
judgment. All dead people will be resurrected from Hades. They will come before God and be
judged according to their conducts. Those people whose names are not in the book of life will be
cast into the lake of fire. That is the real hell. Satan and his evil angels will also be sent there.
Hell is a horrible place not only because of the unending pain. More importantly, people in there
will forever be separated from God. The rich man got a taste of that gruesome punishment. He
begged Abraham to send Lazarus to dip some water to cool his tongue. Abraham replied the man



in verses 25-26: 25 ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and
Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. 26 And
besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would
pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.” The request is
impossible to fulfill because there is an impassable barrier. It implies that there are divided areas
in Hades where righteous and unrighteous people do not mix. The wealthy man was not
condemned because he was rich. He was judged for his lack of mercy. He knew Lazarus by
name. That may indicate that Lazarus often showed up at his mansion. He saw Lazarus’ needs,
but he did nothing to help him. The Old Testament has a lot of teachings about caring for the
poor. The wealthy guy’s lack of compassion was a proof of his spiritual poverty. One’s work of
mercy verifies his/her faith in God. James 2:15-17 read: 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed
and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,”
without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? 17 So also faith by itself,
if it does not have works, is dead. Merely talking without action amounts to nothing. We cannot
say we have faith that God will provide for the needy church members, while we do not share
what we have with them. There will always be poor people in the society. It is impossible to meet
all of their needs. God does not ask you to give away all you have to underprivileged people. The
key is to show our love to others by actions. We need to do it wisely too. Bless others with what
God has blessed you with.

3. ANAEHVHE Lifelong Decision

The rich man and Lazarus were going toward different lifetime directions. They ended up at
diverse afterlife destinations. That outcome is the result of one’s lifelong decision. The miserable
fellow made a second request to Abraham in verses 27-28: 27 ...“Then I beg you, father, to send
him to my father’s house — 28 for I have five brothers — so that he may warn them, lest they also
come into this place of torment.” Finally, the selfish guy showed some concern about others. He
wished that Lazarus could persuade his five brothers. He hoped that they would turn to God so as
to avoid the awful situation he was in. But Abraham explained in verse 31 that it was
impossible: ... If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if
someone should rise from the dead.” By Moses, Abraham was referring to the Law. The Hebrew
Bible has the same 39 books of our Old Testament. It is divided into three main sections — the
Law, the Prophets and the Writings. In essence, Abraham was telling the man his brothers could
know God by reading the Bible on their own. Like everyone else, they must make a lifelong
decision when they are in the world. If they were not convicted by God’s message, then they
would not be convinced by God’s miracles. Someone said it wisely: The heart cannot see what it
is not looking for. Since the Old Testament times, the Israelites witnessed God’s power in Egypt
and in the wilderness. God divided the water in the Red Sea, and He rained down manna to feed
His people. For the next one thousand years or so, God sent prophets to them. They confirmed
God’s messages by performing miracles. Did people believe God and obey Him? Some did, but
the majority of them did not. Fast forward to Jesus’ time. People were amazed by His miracles.
He healed their diseases and He fed them with five loaves and two fish. But they treated Jesus’
supernatural power as an instant solution to their problems. The religious leaders even attributed
Jesus’ authority to cast out demons to Satan! It is easy for people to misplace their focus on
miracle performance, instead of the miracle Performer. Signs and wonders prove that God’s
Kingdom had arrived through Jesus. His mighty works support His powerful words. God’s Word



releases authority that changes lives. Paul says in Romans 1:16 — For [ am not ashamed of the
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also
to the Greek. He also tells us in 10:17 of the same book: So faith comes from hearing, and
hearing through the word of Christ. God can accomplish anything through any means He sees fit.
Miracles still happen today. For example, missionaries serving tribal people have to confront evil
forces head on. They face the similar situation God’s servants met in Bible times. Non-believers
may contest: “We pray to our gods, but it didn’t work. If your God is real, then show us.” The
witness of God’s power convince people that God truly exists. Today, God does not send us to
perform miracles. He sends us out as gospel messengers. Our audience may be struggling with
various impacts from sin. It can be loneliness, depression, anxiety about the future, etc. We must
tell them that there is a God who came into the world as a man. He loved us to the degree of
dying on the cross. The greatest problem that burdens all of us is not physical, financial or
relational in nature. But it is spiritual. We are born-sinners and we are separated from God. Jesus
Christ identified with us. He does not only understand our agony. He also provides the only
solution for us. He is the bridge that reconnects us with the Father. We must admit our sins,
believe that Jesus died for us but He came back to life. We must commit ourselves to follow Him
the rest of our lives. We must make this lifelong decision when we still have the breath of life.

4&5m CONCLUSION

We must decide to receive Jesus in this life. There will not be a second chance after we leave the
world. Though the text we study today is a parable, it gives us some truths about people’s eternal
destinies. The Bible tells us little about hell. Perhaps God wants us to focus on the positive
aspects about heaven more than the tragic facts about hell. You may have heard of stories about
near-death-experiences. Some people came back to life after they were declared death. They
described that they went somewhere and saw and heard things that belong to the spiritual realm.
Dr. Maurice Rawlings, a cardiologist who practiced in Chattanooga, TN wrote a few books about
those incidents. He used to be an atheist until an experience in 1977 that changed his perspective
about life and death. A patient named Charles had a cardiac arrest when doing a stress test. Dr.
Rawlings and a few nurses were trying to resuscitate him. Finally, Charles regained
consciousness. He looked very scare, and he screamed: “Please help me, please help me, I don’t
want to go back to hell.” Moments later, Charles stopped breathing. Just like that, he went back
and forth between life and death a few times. A nurse begged Dr. Rawlings: “Do something!” He
thought: “I am a doctor, not a preacher.” Then he recalled the time when he attended Sunday
school as a kid. He asked Charles to say a prayer and receive Jesus into his heart. After further
attempts by the medical staff, Charles was stabilized. He shared later that he became peaceful
after he said the prayer. He went to another place that he thought to be heaven where he met his
birth-mother, who passed away when he was fifteen months old and his step-mom. Dr. Rawlings
met other patients with similar experience where they arrived in hell but came back to life.
Gradually, he also became a believer. He testified from personal experience of his patients and
his research on similar incidents. He used his findings as a tool to share the gospel. We need to
read those stories with discernment because there is no Biblical or scientific way to validate
them. God gives us the Bible. It is an objective way for us to know God. We will see Him when
we depart from the world. Our eternal destination depends on our decision today. Accept Jesus
today! Those who walk with Him in the world will live with Him in eternity.
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