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INTRODUCTION 2|2

First love is more than likely the most memorable. It can be your first boyfriend or girlfriend,
first pet or first house. It brings back both sweet and painful memories. Let us use car as an
example. You were super excited when you owned that toy. You learned new things about the
machine as you were driving it. It gave you a lot of joy, until something broke down. Perhaps
you saw a warning light on the dashboard, you heard some strange noise or something just
stopped working. Reality set in. You realized that love came with responsibilities. In order to
keep loving your vehicle, you must invest time and money to care for it. Relationship with a
person works the same way. You need to spend effort to cultivate the relationship. In Revelation
2, God alerts the church at Ephesus about its diminishing love for Him. It is a kind of “falling” in
love no one likes to see! From chapter 2 to 3, God asks the apostle John to write letters to seven
churches. Bible scholars have different understandings on those churches. Some say they were
real churches in the first century. Those cities were located in Asia Minor, or today’s western
Turkey. Others say they represent churches in different periods of time. A third interpretation is
that they describe some characteristics of churches. There may not be any contradiction between
the three understandings. Churches in various eras and areas share common strengths and flaws
those seven congregations had. Today we will focus on the church of Ephesus. We will examine
in what ways we as believers and our church are similar to that church. From that, we understand
God’s expectations on us. He measures our relationship with Him not by the work we do, but by
the depth of our love for Him.

EXPLANATION fizfs
1. Things Done Correctly fi{{{5-¥t

First, God praises the church of Ephesus for the things that were done correctly. Before we look
at those items, let us go through some background information. All seven letters begin with a
similar opening remarks. Each letter was addressed to the “angel” of the church. The same Greek
word for “angel” can also mean “messenger.” Quite possibly, those letters were written to church
leaders instead of heavenly beings. Besides the recipients, God also mentions His characteristics.
In this letter, God describes Himself in verse 1: ... The words of him who holds the seven stars
in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands.” What were those stars and
lampstands? John tells us in the last verse of chapter 1: ...the seven stars are the angels of the
seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. The stars were the messengers
and the lampstands were the churches. God has the authority over church leaders. He also
protects and cares for His churches. With all that in mind, let us look at the things that the church
of Ephesus did correctly. Verses 2-3 tell us: 2 ‘I know your works, your toil and your patient
endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call
themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. 3 I know you are enduring patiently
and bearing up for my name’s sake, and you have not grown weary.” God begins both verses by
saying “I know” the noble things the church did. God knows the good works you do for Him.
Perhaps no one pays attention when you pick trash up from the floor, tie shoes for little kids or



fix something broken in the church. God knows it. Not only does He remember, but He will also
reward all that you do out of love for Him and His people. What were the things the church of
Ephesus did correctly? First, they strived hard. God says He knew their works and their toils.
They did not grow weary of their efforts. Second, they also stood firm. The word “patient” is
repeated in both verses. But patient with what? A logical guess will be patience toward hardship
due to their faith. At that time, Ephesus was a large Gentile and coastal city. Think of it like New
York City or Los Angeles. It was an important hub for trading, military and religions. Christians
there were bombarded by sensual temptations and religious oppression. The Ephesian believers
stood firm when facing Satan’s enticements and attacks. Third, with regard to their faith, they
stayed pure. Verse 2 says the believers examined the doctrines of those who claimed to be
apostles, and they refuted their false beliefs. Verse 6 adds: “...you hate the works of the
Nicolaitans, which I also hate.” Bible scholars have little information about the Nicolaitans. The
same title appears in 2:15. The context is about false religions. It is possible that the Nicolaitans
were followers of pagan beliefs or a water-down version of Christianity. In either case, they were
not true believers. Based on those three features, we can conclude that it was a good church.
From that we can consider our church. You can also do a self-evaluation of your Christian life.
Besides char-siu, another signature of our church is hard-working. Our pioneers spent money,
time and effort to build this church. This quality of diligence is passed down. We can easily
mobilize people to help cook and clean. Many young people are more eager to serve in here than
to do chores at home. Like the church of Ephesus, our church also stands firm in previous
storms. Those who have been around long enough can recall a few major conflicts we had in the
past. By God’s grace, we overcame those tests. Moreover, we stay pure in our faith with God’s
protection. We do not have many Bible scholars. But we thank God that many Bible teachers
among us faithfully explain His Word. They lead us to study, know and apply the truths in daily
life. A church that keeps doing those basics will be blessed by God.

2. Thing to Correct ZEfH S

The church of Ephesus had quite a few things that were done correctly. However, there is one
thing they had to correct. God tells them in verse 4: ‘But I have this against you, that you have
abandoned the love you had at first.” The Greek word for “first” can mean first in time sequence.
For example, breakfast is the first meal of the day for most people. If it is understood this way, it
refers to the love they had when they were saved. But as time went by, their love gradually faded
away. Alternatively, “first” can mean first in priority. For instance, your boss asks you to drop
everything you are doing and work on an urgent project. If that was what God tried to convey,
then the church of Ephesus did not see love as the most important. The two interpretations may
not be mutually exclusive. We can think in terms of relationship between two lovers or friends.
They must keep building on the first love and treat it as crucial. Otherwise, a close relationship
will drift apart. The same is true for our relationship with God and with fellow believers. Also,
love must be demonstrated through actions. Paul encourages the believers in Ephesians 5:1-2 — 1
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and
gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. Self-sacrifice is a true sign of
love. Jesus loved us and died for us while we were still rebellious in sin. Paul asks the believers
to mirror Christ’s love for them. Needless to say, love is a critical element in Christian life.
Without love, we will only be repeating motions. The church of Ephesus must take actions to
rekindle its first love. Look at Revelation 2:5 — ‘Remember therefore from where you have



fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your
lampstand from its place, unless you repent.” There are three things they had to do. First, they
must remember. They had to examine what went wrong. Second, they must repent. Admitting
their faults is not enough. They must turn back to the right path. Third, they must also repeat.
They had to do the right things they did at first. If they did not take those actions, God would
remove their lampstand. We said earlier that the lampstand represents a church. By taking the
lampstand away, a church will cease to exist. It is a solemn warning. A church will not be a
church without God’s love and the love for God. The Bible and the world have very different
definitions of love. True love must be God-focused and other-centered. Is your Christian life
evident with that kind of love? Is our church saturated with the same love as well? Let us do a
self-examination. Do you often compliment or complain about others? Is your focus on numbers
(attendance and offering) or spiritual growth (both yourself and others)? Do you come here as a
customer or a servant? Do you consider yourself a guest or a family member? Besides, how do
outsiders look at our church? Do they see us as a social club or a spiritual hub? Do they feel
welcome regardless of their background? Can they find genuine care and compassion here? We
need to go back to our first love if we are not behaving what God calls us to be. Change begins
from you. Our leaders can start new campaigns. But it will not work if each of us do not
recognize the problems. You must resolve in your heart and take actions. You will never finish if
you do not start now! You have to eat an elephant one bite at a time. You cannot run 5k (or 3.1
miles) if you do not start walking 5,000 steps a day. Likewise, you cannot finish reading whole
the Bible if you do not read one chapter daily. You will not attend church 52 weeks a year if you
do not determine to come every Friday and Sunday. You may not be able to love everyone if you
do not start caring for one person each week. No matter what changes you decide to make, start
small and start now. Thank God and motivate others after you reach the first goal. Then continue
to build onto it.

CONCLUSION &Ez6

God measures our relationship with Him not by the amount of things we do, but by the depth of
our love for Him. We must take the right actions with the right attitudes. Motions and emotions
must go hand in hand. God wraps up this letter with a blessing in verse 7: ‘... To the one who
conquers [ will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.” The first time we
read about the tree of life is in Genesis. Adam and Eve were forbidden to eat the fruits from that
tree after they rebelled against God. The last appearance of the tree in the Bible is in Revelation.
God’s people will enjoy its fruit in heaven. Satan and sin will be destroyed. God will make
everything new. It will be like the Garden of Eden being restored. To eat from the tree of life
means living with God forever. It is a promise as much as a motivation. According to the Bible,
all believers will go to heaven after they leave the world. But there are still a lot of things to
accomplish before we get there. There are spiritual battles to conquer. We must actively live out
our first love for God. Our enemy will keep trying to steer us away from God. Our busyness in
life, even busyness in church may distract us from loving Him. The first thing God wants from
us is not our works, but our hearts. Our love for Him is a one-time decision, but it is also a daily
and life-long commitment.
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