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5]& INTRODUCTION

The sermon title is a Cantonese expression that describes someone or something that plays a
supportive role steals the spotlight. For example, a baby who is not a major character in a movie
but is remembered by viewers because he is very cute. A boss likes a new employee a lot because
the person is talented and easy-going. Therefore, he puts him in a spacious corner office, while a
manager is stuck in a smaller room. Our parable today talks about some renters of a field who
wanted to take over the owner. This story is also record in Matthew and Mark. All three versions
share many similarities. Also, the sequence of events in all three gospels are consistent. We
mentioned last week that Jesus entered Jerusalem on a Sunday before He was nailed to the cross.
The Jewish religious leaders had an argument with Jesus after He kicked out the merchants in the
temple. Jesus was angry that they turned a place of worship into a venue for gouging profits.
Those leaders questioned Jesus who gave Him the authority to do all that. In response, Jesus told
three parables. Today’s story is the second parable. It is quite clear what certain major elements
in the story represent. God is the landowner. The vineyard is Israel. The renters are the Israelites,
especially the religious leaders. The teachers in the audience were Old Testament experts.
Therefore, they knew that the parable was borrowed from Isaiah 5. In the passage, God says that
He established Israel like a vineyard. He expected a bountiful harvest but He got little, if
anything. As a result, the Master must use stronger measures to fix the situation. Here is a lesson
we can derive from the parable: a productive life shows that we have a proper relationship with
God.

fi# % EXPLANATION

1. FHFE$2)2 ¥t Objection by the Renters

In the parable, we see the objection to the rules by the renters. The setting was quite common in
those days. A landowner planted a vineyard. He then leased the field to some farmers. At harvest
time, the boss sent servants to collect some produce as a rent. But the renters in the story violated
the agreement, to the degree that they even mistreated the servants. Some were beaten, others
were humiliated. Mark paints an even more violent picture in 12:5 of his gospel: “And he sent
another, and him they killed. And so with many others: some they beat, and some they killed.”
The renters objected to the rules of the owner by killing some of his servants. Their intention was
clear. They wanted to be their own bosses. Why pay the rent if they can keep the harvest for
themselves? Notice that the landlord sent one after another servant to collect the crop. He was
gracious and patient. Today if we forget to pay a bill, the bank will send us a few reminders. If
we keep ignoring those notices, we will receive a final warning that the debt will be forwarded to
a collection agency. Wise people should take action if they do not want a few muscular guys to
knock on their door! However, the renters in the parable did not budge. We said earlier that they
represent the Israelites, especially their religious leaders. God entrusted them the nation, and He
gave them authority to lead his people. But they failed to present fruit to God, the Master. What
fruits did God expect them to produce? Israel should be a microcosm of God’s Kingdom in the
world. His people worship a different God and they apply God’s truth in life. There should be



love and peace among His people, as well as justice and righteousness. The nation should be a
role-model of godliness that attracts foreigners to know God. Since the Old Testament times,
God had been sending prophets to teach His people. They were represented by the servants in the
parable. But people despised those messengers. Some were even killed. The most recent victim
in Jesus’ days was John the Baptist. Jesus was not shy to condemn people for their wickedness.
In Matthew 23, Jesus lists seven “woes” to indict the religious leaders. The Lord begins with a
ridicule in verses 2-3: 2 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat, 3 so do and observe
whatever they tell you, but not the works they do. For they preach, but do not practice.” Jesus
asked people to follow their teachers’ instructions, as long as their teaching was based on God’s
Word. But they should not model after their leaders’ bad examples, because they did not walk the
talk. How ironic! In fact, Jesus uses “hypocrites” seven time and “blind” five times in the chapter
to describe those leaders. They only had a cover but there was no substance of truth. They asked
people to follow their man-made rules, but they ignored God’s truth. How could they lead their
students if they were spiritually blind? Like the renters in the parable, those religious leaders
were supposed to make a profit from the Master’s property. They could also be blessed by a good
harvest. However, they wanted to be the owners and not managers. We need to be careful, lest we
would mix up our roles too. The moment we received Jesus as our Lord, we made ourselves His
servants. You may have a successful career, and people call you boss at work. You may have a
large pay-check and a fat bank account. Regardless of the size of your “harvest,” you are just a
steward in God’s vineyard. We are only renters in the world. God is the ultimate Landlord.
Indeed you enjoy God’s blessings in different ways. But do not forget that you represent your
Lord. A self-serving Christian is an oxymoron. It is simply anti-Bible. Rather, God calls you to
serve Him and others through the resources He entrusts you. Whether it is your time and talents,
your money and properties, your job and family, your hobbies and church ministries, do it all for
God’s glory. When your heart is right, so will your hand.

2. FiT-#E{E4E Rejection of the Heir

The tenants displayed their objection to the landlord. But the owner continued to show patience
to the uncooperative renters. There was one more person he could dispatch — his own son. He
reasoned that people should respect the young man, since he carried the father’s authority. But he
was wrong. The tenants demonstrated their rejection to the heir of the property. Listen to verses
14-15: “14 But when the tenants saw him, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill
him, so that the inheritance may be ours.” 15 And they threw him out of the vineyard and killed
him...” Their logic sounds absurd. Some Jewish traditions indicate that if the landlord cannot be
identified, then those who have been cultivating the field would become the rightful owner.
Those wicked people might think that they could take over the land after the master passed away.
It cannot be clearer that Jesus was the son in the parable. He would be killed in a matter of days.
The religious leaders got the message. Verse 19 tells us: The scribes and the chief priests sought
to lay hands on him at that very hour, for they perceived that he had told this parable against
them, but they feared the people. Those teachers knew that Jesus was referring to their evil plan
to get rid of Him. They thought of arresting Jesus on the spot. But they did not want to trigger
any confrontation with the crowd. Therefore, they waited for a future opportunity. Jesus had
disclosed His suffering and death to the disciples on multiple occasions. The first time happened
right after Peter acknowledged Jesus as the Christ, namely the Messiah prophesied in the Old
Testament. Jesus praised Peter for his understanding of His real identity. He then seized the



opportunity and told the disciples what kind of Christ He came to be. Jesus says in Luke 9:22

— ...“The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.” The disciples had no idea about what Jesus
was saying. They were shocked and saddened by His words. Like the landlord sent his son to the
vineyard, Jesus was sent into the world by His Heavenly Father. The Jews, even the disciples,
had expected the Messiah to be a warrior. They longed for a military leader to deliver them from
the oppression of the Romans. Little did they know that their true bondage was spiritual in
nature. They were burdened by their sins. They thought the Romans were their enemies. But the
real enemy was the sin nature in their hearts. That was why God did not send an army. He sent
His Son to convince people to return to Him. Only by receiving the Son of God into their hearts
could they be liberated from sin and be reconciled with God. The religious leaders rejected such
message. Therefore, they rejected Jesus the Messenger too. We see the same things happening in
our world. People reject Jesus as the heir to God’s Kingdom. Some ignore the gospel and choose
their preferred lifestyle. They may worship some form of deities, crave after money and success
or they make themselves their own gods. They consider themselves owners and not renters in the
world. More than likely, they will not stay neutral to the Christian faith because it is offensive to
them. Who would like to be declared as sinners after all? Therefore, they ridicule, slander and
even oppress our beliefs. Other take believers and Christian organizations to the court. Do not be
surprised if people are not friendly to you when you tell them that you are a Jesus’ follower. That
actually proves that we believe in the right things. The ways they reject us are similar to how
people rejected Jesus 2000 years ago. We need to be bold and gentle at the same time. We stand
up for the truth with courage. We call sins as sins without hesitation. But do not forget to treat
people with kindness. We were ignorant and even hostile to the truth at one time like them.

3. F AJitifEHN Subjection to the Master

The renters objected the rules of the landlord. They also rejected the heir by killing him.
Eventually, they must show their subjection to the master. Jesus paused and asked the audience a
question in verse 15: ...“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them?” How should the
master deal with such wicked tenants? The Lord gives the answer in the next verse: “He will
come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When they heard this, they said,
“Surely not!” There would be consequences to those who violated the contract. A life for a life is
based on the Old Testament Law. After the current renters were removed, the field would be
leased to someone else who would obey the owner. But who are those people? Some Bible
scholars think that Jesus was talking about the Gentiles. For example, Paul in the book of Acts
was fed up with his Jewish peers because they did not accept Jesus as the Messiah. Therefore,
Paul changed his focus and went to Gentile cities. However, God has never given up on the Jews
despite their hardened hearts. Among Jesus’ audience, some poor and sick people and tax-
collectors accepted Him. Today, there are Christian ministries whose major targets are Jews. As
far as the story is concerned, Jesus gave a stern warning to His listeners that God’s blessing
would be taken from them and be given to others! It gets personal when Jesus quotes from Psalm
118 in verse 17: But he looked directly at them and said, “What then is this that is written: ““The
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’?” The original context describes
Israel as a rejected stone. It was attacked by foreign nations. But God would protect this despised
rock and preserve it for a special purpose. Jesus applied the passage to Himself. He was the Rock
the Father sent to lead His people. But the Lord was rejected by the religious leaders, and they



killed Him at the end. They could never imagine that God turned a tragedy into a victory. Jesus
Christ, the Stone, rejected by people would become God’s cornerstone. At that time, a
cornerstone was a foundational rock for building a house. It supports the weight of two adjacent
walls. It also serves as a reference point to the whole structure so that everything is straight and
leveled. Jesus shifted the focus from Israel to Himself. But the key difference is that God’s
judgment is not on foreign nations, but on His own people. They would be subject to God’s
authority. The cornerstone would become a tool for discipline. Continue to read verse 18:
“Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will
crush him.” Whether people stumble on the rock or struck by it would be crushed to pieces.
Those who reject Jesus will be judged. There could be a double meaning here. Jesus might be
referring to an upcoming disaster some thirty years after Him. Romans general Titus, who later
became an Emperor, surrounded Jerusalem with soldiers. Eventually, many Jews were killed, the
city was burned and the temple was demolished. That painful history foretells a future and
universal judgment. All unbelievers will forever be separated from God. Those who do not love
God cannot tolerate His authority. God is patiently waiting for sinners to repent. But one day, He
will completely eradicate sin. Those who do not want to receive Jesus in this life will be
separated from God in eternity. God expects to collect a harvest from His vineyard. It applies to
nowadays churches too. Jesus is the Landlord and church leaders are only workers. God does not
build community centers or country clubs. He establishes churches for His goals. They are
supposed to be gospel hubs to equip believers and to send them out to gather lost sheep. We are
not pleasing God if we are only content with weekly meetings. Let us continue to grow in our
knowledge of the Lord and His truth. Do not be mere hearers but also be doers of God’s Word.
Always be zealous to invite seeker friends to join us too. Let us cultivate this field diligently and
harvest abundant fruit for God’s Kingdom.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

A productive life shows a proper relationship with God. The world is God’s vineyard. We are
only His stewards. We can have a fruitful life and present a harvest for God’s glory if we submit
to His terms. The religious leaders in Jesus’ days questioned His authority because they thought
they were the authority. Confusion about who takes charge may lead to a serious consequence. A
ship was sailing in a fog at night. The captain saw a faint light at a distance. He asked a crew
member to send out a message: “Alter your course 10 degrees south.” Moments later a message
came back: “Alter your course 10 degrees north.” The captain was annoyed. Therefore, he
repeated the same message: “Alter your course 10 degrees south now. I’m the captain of a
battleship.” The other party replied: “Alter your course 10 degrees north now. I’m the operator of
a lighthouse.” People should humbly submit when they recognize the true authority. Jesus is the
Rock. Those who count on Him as a stepping stone will be saved. Others who disregard Him
will make Him into a stumbling block.
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