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5]& INTRODUCTION

When there is a party, there will be food. I remember the first time [ went to a banquet. There
was food — lots of it! As a kid, I felt as if Disneyland was brought to the table. I kept eating, and
the food kept coming. I thought: “Goodness! How many more dishes will there be? My tummy is
about to burst.” When I got older, a Chinese banquet like that is no longer a surprise. You can
guess what food will be served. People may have extreme feelings when it comes to such an
occasion. Some grumble that they are invited, because they have to prepare a monetary gift.
Cantonese folks call those invitations “red bombs.” Whereas, some others feel bad if they are not
invited. They complain that the hosts do not show them enough face. Yes, some people are hard
to please. Regardless of how the guests may react, the hosts show their hospitality by treating
relatives and friends a great meal. The participants should feel honored to sit at the tables. The
Bible says God has prepared a celebration too. The book of Revelation calls it the wedding feast
of the Lamb. Jesus, the sacrificial Lamb, will forever be united with His bride, the church. That
congregation will consist of believers from all over the world and throughout human history. No
one knows what will be on the menu. Without a doubt, God only provides us the best. But the
most important part is not eating, but joining the party. The parable we will study today tells us
that God looks for guests to come to that celebration. He has sent out His invitation. Will you be
there? Here is the lesson for us: we must receive God’s invitation by responding to Him.

fi#Z¥E EXPLANATION
1. ZZ#4E5 The Invited

There were three groups of people in the story. I will describe the first batch as the invited. A
king had prepared a wedding feast for his son. At that time, a host would send out
announcements twice. Nowadays, we call the first notice a “save the date” note. People are asked
to do an RSVP to indicate their availability. That will help the host estimate how many tables to
set up and how much food to prepare. In Jesus’ time, the guests were informed of the date of the
event, but they did not know the exact starting time. Therefore, they would receive a second
notice when the food was ready. That is the backdrop of the parable. Verse 3 tells us that the
invited guests refused to come. The king then dispatched more servants, reminding the guests
that steak would be served. Those people were not moved by the delicacies. Worse still, there
were confrontations. Look at verses 5-7: 5 “But they paid no attention and went off, one to his
farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and
killed them. 7 The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and
burned their city.” Some people ignored the messages and minded their own businesses. Others
humiliated and even killed the messengers. All of them agreed to come at first, but they changed
their mind later. Their refusal at the last moment dishonored the king. The second group suffered
consequences for their violent actions. The king in his rage got rid of both the evil-doers and
their city. Disobeying the king’s command and killing his servants would be seen as acts of
insurrection. Therefore, the king had to punish those wicked people. What lessons did Jesus try
to convey? His audience was mainly the Jews, including the religious leaders. One chapter ago,



Jesus entered Jerusalem the last time on His way to the cross. Today, we call that day the Palm
Sunday. Afterward, Jesus turned over merchants’ tables at the temple court. He rebuked people
for making the place of worship into a marketplace. That triggered an argument with the
religious leaders. In response, Jesus told three consecutive parables. At the end of the second
story, Matthew 21:45 tells us: When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they
perceived that he was speaking about them. Jesus used parables to reveal the problems of those
teachers. They witnessed God’s power in Jesus. But they rejected that Jesus was the Son of God,
so much so that they even conspired to kill Him. Our story today was the third parable. At that
time, the Jews saw themselves as God’s chosen people. In their traditional teaching, there would
be a coming celebration in heaven. They thought being Jews would automatically qualify them
for the feast. However, many of them rejected God’s message of salvation. Others even killed
God’s messengers such as the Old Testament prophets. The Jews were invited to the heavenly
party, but they refuse to attend. Knowing that there will be a reward is not enough if one does not
accept it. Suppose your credit card company announces about a sweepstake. The more you use
the card, the higher the chance to win. If you are like me who never win anything big in life, you
will ignore the promotion. By odd coincidence, you receive a letter in the mail telling you that
you get the grand prize. It is a week-long cruise trip. Air tickets, hotel, food and everything else
will be covered. All you have to do is to make a phone call and claim the gift. It is yours if you
go get it. Nowadays, many people say they believe there may be a God. They also think that
perhaps there is a heaven. However, merely thinking about heaven will not get you there. You
must receive God’s invitation of salvation. Jesus had paid for your sins. You have to accept
God’s grace by a simple faith. The Bible says whoever confess their sin and make Jesus their
Savior and Lord will be saved. The blessing is yours if you claim it.

2. 158248 The Included

In the parable, the invited guests did not actually get in because they chose not to come. Those
who ended up sitting at the tables were the included. The food was ready but there were still
plenty of empty seats. The king could have asked the servants to box the extra food and deliver it
to people’s homes. But a party was not just about eating, but more importantly, the celebration.
Remember it was a wedding. It would not be fun to have only a handful of guests in the banquet
hall. The king would feel honored if the room was fully packed. The atmosphere would be a
whole lot better too. For the same reason, some people are willing to pay a high ticket price to
attend a concert or a sport event. For me, [ would rather go cheap, stay home and watch the show
on TV. In verses 9-10, the king gave orders to resolve the situation: 9 ““Go therefore to the main
roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.” 10 And those servants went out into
the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled
with guests.” The mission is simple: invite as many people as the servants could find to fill all
the seats. The message was straightforward: “Hey, the king throws a wedding party. There will
be great food. Do you want to enjoy a free dinner?”” No use of force was indicated, and so we can
assume that those people came willingly. Notice the servants went to the streets. They did not
knock on people’s doors. It implies that some of those included could be beggars or even
homeless people. Verse 10 states that those included “bad and good” people. But in what sense?
It could mean healthy versus disabled people if Jesus was talking about their physical conditions.
They consisted of upright citizens and bad guys if Jesus was describing their moral conducts. In
either case, it refers to anyone. The servants did not check their background. They were accepted



regardless of their social and economic status. How would you think if you were one of them? I
would be excited to say the least. Who am I to join the king’s guests and to enjoy the best meal
of a lifetime? The host demonstrated his hospitality and generosity. That is how God treats us.
No one is qualified to receive His salvation grace. But yet God willingly calls people to come
home. Jesus says in Luke 19:10 — “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” The
“Son of Man” is a usual title Jesus addressed Himself in the gospels. Jesus made that remark
after He accepted Zacchaeus, a notorious tax-collector. In today’s term, we say that Zacchaeus
was saved. Jesus welcomed the man not because he was rich. Jesus received him despite the fact
that he cheated his fellow Jews of their money. Jesus did not come to save good people, for there
is none in the world based on God’s perfect standard. Jesus only looks for sinners. It does not
matter if you are the least or the last, because Jesus only saves the lost. His salvation grace is
available to every person. You can become a believer not because you are richer, smarter or
better-looking than others. It is exclusively, totally and completely God’s grace. But you must
say yes when God sends you an invitation. Just like the king sent out servants to call people, God
dispatches His messengers to share the gospel. There are missionaries going to foreign countries,
there are Christians devoted to particular people like college students, prisoners or refugees. God
also sent someone to tell you about Jesus. God also gives you the privilege to tell others about
Jesus. You do not need to go overseas, but will you go to your next door neighbor or a coworker
sitting at the next desk? You do not need to venture into dangerous areas of the city, but will you
take the gospel to a gym or a friend’s home? We started “Project Plus One” few weeks ago. A
few brothers and sisters putting names of seekers on the board in the hallway. You can join them
too. It is a glorious duty to represent the Heavenly King and gather people for the future feast.

3. % EJE The Indicted

So far we see that the invited were unwilling to attend the king’s feast. The included became the
replacement guests. Now all the seats were filled. While the party was about start, there was a
sudden twist in the story. One guest was indicted for not following proper customs. Look at
verses 11-12: 11 “But when the king came 1n to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had
no wedding garment. 12 And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding
garment?’ And he was speechless.” The king was being unreasonable. That guy was pulled from
the street at the last minute. How could he find the time to change to nicer clothes? By “wedding
garment” it is not a tuxedo or an elegant dress. At that time, a wealthy host would prepare some
clean robes for the guests to cover their worn and dusty clothes. The man in the parable was
indicted because he disobeyed the king. We follow a similar social custom today. You can wear
shorts when going to a friend’s home for barbeque. But formal wear is expected for a banquet. In
my childhood days, some people had special “banquet attire” that were reserved for such an
event. You show respect to the occasion and to the host by what you wear. The indicted guest
suffered serious consequences as a result. Verse 13 says: “Then the king said to the attendants,
‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.””” That poor fellow was punished. Jesus uses the same expression of
“weeping and gnashing of teeth” seven times in the gospels. They depict scenes where people are
excluded from God’s blessing, and they even face God’s judgment. Evidently, the parable is
about salvation. Sitting at the king’s table symbolizes being admitted to the heavenly feast. How
do we interpret that the man was on a seat for some time, but was expelled at the next moment?
The Bible teaches us that once we are saved, we are forever saved. The man in the parable



represents many people who want to go to heaven on their own terms. They mistakenly believe
that by doing good works, saying a sinner’s prayer or receiving baptism can save them. What is
their basis? If we want to get into the heavenly feast, we must follow the King’s rules. Acts 4:12
says it clearly: “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be saved.” Whose name is that? Jesus Christ is the only
middle-person who can lead to the Father. We must be covered by the blood of Jesus like putting
on a royal robe. But going to heaven is the result and not the reason for getting saved. After all,
why do you want to spend eternity with God if you do not like to spend time with Him now?
What kind of heaven will it be to live forever with a God you do not love? Therefore, future
heavenly guests must live like heavenly citizens today! Some of you were born in an overseas
country. Later, you filed an application and got a green card, and subsequently became a U.S.
citizen. You enjoy a lot of benefits with that status. But you must also fulfill some obligations.
You pay taxes and serve jury duties. In an extreme case, you must fight for this country if you are
drafted to war. Being a heavenly citizen is similar to that. God gives you some responsibilities as
a disciple of Jesus. Living by Biblical principles, attending church and serving in ministries will
not save you. You do those things after you are saved because you love God. Take it easy and
wait for your turn to go to heaven is contrary to God’s desire. Pay the price to follow Jesus is a
foreign and even an offensive message to people today. But the world operates by the same
principle. Getting admission to a famous college does not mean you will surely graduate.
Receiving a job offer from a large company does not guarantee a successful career. Buying a
gym membership cannot assure you a healthy body. You do not just get in. You must work hard
to stay in! Likewise, God wants us to start right, as much as finish strong. Blessed are those who
obey Him.

4&5m CONCLUSION

Jesus gives His concluding remark in verse 14: “For many are called, but few are chosen.” The
Lord does not intend to start a debate whether salvation is a result of human freewill or God’s
choice. We see both factors in the parable. The king sent servants to invite guests. Some people
came, others rejected the offer. To a certain extent, God gives us the freedom to make a decision.
We must receive God’s invitation by responding to Him. God welcomes you today if you are not
a believer. You must receive Jesus by faith like putting on a robe God prepares for you. The
future banquet is not a memorial service to remember Jesus’ death. It will be a celebration with
millions of Christians for His victory. It is not a potluck where you need to bring some food. It
will be an all-you-can-eat wedding feast. You come not as a waiter to serve at the table. You
attend the party as a guest. The banquet is ready. Will you come?



= K The Quest for Guests 8/18/24
B KBS Matthew 22:1-14

5] INTRODUCTION

HIRE > MG ARY) - WECEHE - RESIEGHILRE - FaPIE - i H
ERZEY) | BEREERENZ - ERF Gl e BRI E R £ - —
EAEZ,  FREAREN B3E - A TR | B S © FRAVRE R PSS 1 -
FHERZE  ERNEGRAEAEMET 1 - Rt DUBEEHEEY) -
B NMTERERASEE - Al Re g Al SOHE - A2 R FIoEEs -
RIS - EERAM Ry T ALEEE | - 5950 - HE A ERERHY
NEEE AR - MHERE LA GHMTE T - 2 - A IREET4 - S5
E NHIR ] > E ARG LIEER R A - S0 N ERZIREITRRSE -
SRRt AR G T ISR © BURERIE Z RS R HIIR S - HRERE Hik b
AR o R KBTI - SSRGS - PGB R H S AR
NHFESLHUESE - /A ANHIESRE LA - (EE2 s - A gaifM
SFHVERPY o [EEEAEIZE - MELERE - W15 RES BRI EEE &I
1 ISR E T RS IIAMERR L - LSS 785 - FIRIREfEAE
W6 ? Pl AL S (E LS 2 — DR © T A BB el R 2 Aty 25

x
e °

fiEfE EXPLANATION
1. ZZ#45% The Invited

EEREAEIEE AN - BRI RSZEEEIIA - I RS 1%
i 7O - BRFEGNEANGHEMIES - 5K > —EEAFETEATEE
BAIEE R T HIH - AMTg B8 Dot MeE & g - Stk A ] DUhE!
BRI ViR AT DU E R 2 D e o VIR - ER B gry HI
B RIETEE FIBALEIR R - NIt - EaPEfmraIRes: - mfTguEs—
T - SRS ELEATE R o 5 3 EiEITRM > S BENE FRENK
EhEL o TRER SATHRE LN - IREE R E LR - I AT LAE R
BT | - SEAEAYE - A 728 - 35E58 5-7 8 ¢ 5 APEE AAERE 1 0 — (i
FIHCHESR » —EMEEZE - 6 HERZEEEA - ZEMM > BfiR T - 7
TR > SEICERIBPEE AT - BRI - B AAEER - HEECH
£ BEAEEEEREEAN - M FIEEEA > ERASE T ER -
PR AEREE TR E T - SREHRIOAZENES - TEREZT » &



AR S AR A PRI © A HR{E AV dn SRS E A BE AL FRIFOR
Al o RIE - REEHIAREEIR A - HRSREMFEZE (HEE R 2 HIAVEE R LK
N o BFE—EESREE o fil—FEER AR AR A 1 — IO AR IUS - EmF52R
SR> BB —RBEEH - Batk - HEAREERE Mol TR A= T
= ST ER T o ISR BB AR S - (F (el
F& - HifRE s 7 —(EEbmm - AEAREESE SR —(EEbm 21k - BAHEE 21:45 5L
B 0 EERAVANE AR A HIEE T > 5EE RS TRy o HIERA B
AFEFHAL AR - MRS BB T T HHYAREE - (HMHEEATIHD
FREMRIS T &R EIEREM - BffT5 RAVEEEFH = (EEL o S AR
RANGRRHOEHIVER - EMMEREET > REERFTHE - SEOUE
B - RS MRS E A ERSIIAMER S - 280 - hIPRIEFZ A
TESEREZHTRRHIE R - A AT ERICHAYES - BIRELRYILH - JERA
SBES IR BRI > B fIEHERLRE - HEAEEAEZEYIER

1Y o BalREVE - RA T EATE T SE) © (EH-RRUREES - TRt
BE © MRIRGE B TATERRIBEMAS - R A g EHE - (52
Rr56G - IRWE—EHE - &R TS - AbE —(E 2SR iR T - PR
(EfE ~ IZBUEEE 0 o RAT AL T Bt A - HERATHTH - 18
VISLEIREY » 05 > 572 NS FIEETRE A - Mt EARE - 24
> SEREREE REN A RERIRE R - RVAREZHRYERGS - HNAREAEERE 1R
W3R - IR A TR LI B S LRt iy Rt - BEXER - NUKEYH CHIFRIIRER

Sk Ry e EAI AR ap Y ERY A G R o WRIFFEEREZ VS, - EEOTEIZ IR
iy -

2. 15848 The Included

fEEEmr T ZBFEHIE RN ER G - NI L - Alhmisd
i ERI NSRRI A - BYIEEREY T - HEARZZE - TAK
ATLLEEE NIEZ e ITEL > 2MRIXFIR 5 - [EFRE A R R Tz - &
HENEEU - siE 515G - EYBEAARE/ N - AR - 4
R TN > TEREMRAET > BERFLGA 6 - ZERERAYR
 HEANBECSEEETHEGEIERE - BEEE/ s RAIERE R EHEN
R - 155 9 £ 10 61t > R NSBAEREEE 9 T MRFIEER R L
2 NIRRT BEHGER © 5 10 AREEEE AL R - BIRES E > LB RAY > A
i ab T A J K ZERE EREAS T o (R IRAEE © EAFRERRAASE
FrAaRIBar - A FIRRREIRERE « © RSHEm | ERMAy5E0 TIE - &F
REFIZHIEY) - AR B —HE B E ? ) oA SRMMERRT - it
PP m] ARG N2 B BRHY - EEEEA MR r@ms tEes - thifTeamA

6



P o B R — T E A RER S - EEEAURE - 55 10 fifaH - AREA
ffhEE > EEEFEENA - HEEMEER LR ? RIRSGRIE S
IRDLH TR > A TEAFEHYE (R AN B R A £ - AN SRAR AR Ay A\ IE ST
Fo > AU ELAG BAF A RAREE - MEm 2R > #EfREmA - BEA
SRR R o AamMIEE S A RILE RS - A FTER e - AR
IREMAMIHE T — A IREAEHTERZ ? TEEREE - Foif - ARSI
Y B S5 — A P A A —BHER 2 A GRIR It A EME A AR - 1L
BRI - A NEEREERIE > BRI A AR5 -  EERAERS
IofEE 19:10 8% 0 A2k Bl SRR - T AT BRI
T R AV ETE - N2 B RIER R SH e 2 (&l T iEfEs - S
RIVEEAEL » EZ R - IRRECI A RN AMEAR - EE TR 7K
[FIREAYE R - (EHSAREZ ML - HRERACR & R T iRRer A > RIS Bigl
NBEZEFIHSESRAVERLE - HUSR LR - SmirE i NUEE JERIRAVENR
B % > DNURHI SR HR R ERAY A A ROEUE I A AT UG EIHY - RAERRy
BN EANRBIREERIAEE R ~ EIRIHEERTE © B5858 & iyt -
EE R iRt By - IR ZREE - SR EIRBEARRER 5 MEk
[EEEEES - AEALEIESIN  EREE SR e NBHEE - B4
REBAE ., WS RT - IR AR EFTR A BHRIRAYE © tHEHEEIRRSE R
RINEER - (RAFRZELE - EIREE R IRHIA SR EE R [E S0 2 (RN 7R
FER AT IE  (HE R EE T 2 S FF e 5 7 3
SHEFIRG T T Il—ETE L o — LRI SO TR AN A AL U E R R E5 AR
e ARAT IO AGE(ETTE) - AAERR LRV ERBEE AKENE - A SRS
;[\%S °

3. #Z7E3E The Indicted

FIHAI AL > BMTERIZEGEIAABES I E G - ALEEE RN AR
REWNER - BAEFTANEAL AR 1 - RS RIR BN - SEBERAE T
T - —IEEFERNReAETEENVRAMEETE - 555 11-1267 0 11 2K
BEEy  RIWAE - EEZFERNY > 12 gihas - TR - REEEACE
FEAZHERE ? o APAIESHE » ZEZMEEHER o ANE A ZEEE (et i
AR - AR AR 7 ST TGk WA R PR e L R
ARHEE - AR E NG BB f— L FiE T I DUEAEIE  IhimKEE
YA b - Ebmar By AR Ry SRR e SR - 5 Rt E gty E
18 o IREMAFIE ARG AT LIZF R > (B2 I E S A S EE L » 73
INEFHEE > —E AT —ERANKIRAFEEG 1T - REFOR S anE
AHVEE - #E SRR B RERR - 55 13 fia © JOE E IRy G0 -

7



FHREE AT > Rt RAESNEB R R AN RISRUIET T o 5 HRER
fErEE S P CREM T RRUE ) EEHE - SR EAERE I EZ
Sh > R P2 HREA - BN 0 E(ETEEE R FORORRY o BAE TR EREE
W RFF2IIR LAV  HME ASERE L EA AT —& 5 2M& R X - 3
Mz A [EE e ? BEEREERMT - — KGR Bk B - thTrYiE
([EANREZFZEHECH A ERERIA - MFIESEl Ry - Bl ity - 12
— TR S ARG A USSR - MMV EE AR AR 2 2RI
HERIR FAVERE  SRHIESF REE FAVHAE o (HIETTEH 412 5581060 - T R
L LAS - BIERRL - INRER N AR 125 MhlEYE > AT LISEES
oo AbERERY T ?  EAREVE @M —RE T A ZIR S RAY R - 3(M
AR AT - BiEE BB T - (B2 EREZEREEE
o MARRAVERN - 255 JUERERAEA SEEHEAE - (R R (R
KRR 7 B —(E (R BRI B A R g R TR AR EL 7 INIEL - %
RKREIRIEZAS REEREREIA R | Bt ry—2 RSN A=
Y o &2 IREEE Rk > BEREREEIANR - NREES 1 > (KT ISEAZET
ZAER o BRI AT T —EER S o BINIRESRR AP B - i E
T WRIFHHA - ARAREMEBIZ BT - lABRBIARTE 1% - ER
HBERAVFIAE » (IR —SE (T - FIREREHYRAIADE ~ AR g2 R E
AR REMEIRISRL - SRR BUE LS B E R R IREM - BUERR > F e IR
EREREI AR o (UEAEREAL SRR A —(#a 4y ~ &
RS ARERNER < (HEMAS R ZLAERERY T EFIE? & AR
TAR—EREHRE - RN FIEFLARTIREESEEAN - RS FIIg Al
AREREIR A R 58G - HENERFTE A5 (REFREE ER RS
o [Ef > MR R ATHIFRLG - At ERMIRENRAHEER - ALLLEEfEA
B HEH -

45w CONCLUSION

IRERAESS 14 ERERIIHIAVARES « | AR Ay NS > BE ERY /D o ) HRBREETRE
F—Skt - FES R AE A B RSB R ERAE R - IIEEE
wrrhER A RIENE - TEREABGES - AL AR - AEAEE -
FERFERESE B 1S TIPSR ERYE B - FMEE B B E A A2 AT 2
i o WIRAREANEETE > S RALEER - REEE LR R - s b
R ITTRFEHIE T - KRV G MO SR A ErVEEE » AEHETT
HEREEEREU LN - (MR ETRVIHEIEE - e —5E8
BIVIER - (N EUREEN S AR BIAIRE - MESIEENEE - 2E
CAEAE A T - IR ?



