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5]& INTRODUCTION

There is a Chinese saying: money is not all powerful; but without money you are all powerless.
Money can do many things. But money cannot buy happiness. That reminds me of a story about
one of my wife’ sisters and her long-time friend. That guy has a successful business. He makes
so much money that he does not even have to work all year-long. The two persons met for lunch
one day. He grumbled: “I have lots of money but nothing else.” He was in his middle-age but he
was still single. My sister-in-law replied without missing a beat: “I have everything except
money.” She was actually a capable accountant and she retired early. Very often, life is a matter
of perspective. We need money to survive. We have bills to pay, we need to eat and most of us
have a family to raise. But money is not everything. Allow me set the record straight upfront.
Money is a blessing from God, but so are family, health, friendship, etc. The Bible encourages us
to work hard. If you lead a productive life, then making money is a natural result. Having money
is not a problem, but craving money is a sin. We should love God and use money, but not to use
God and love money. Without a doubt, money is a strong temptation, even to Christians.
Therefore, God talks often about money in the Bible. I came across some statistics. There are
2,350 verses in the Bible that mention wealth or material possessions. About one in ten verses in
the four gospels are about the same topics. Eleven of the 39 parables Jesus told teach the same
subjects. In contrast, there are only about 500 verses that refer to faith and prayer combined. It
shows that God wants us to have a proper view on wealth. Our story today is on money. One day
a man asked Jesus to help divide his inheritance with a brother. At that time, it was common for
people to ask a Jewish rabbi to settle a dispute. After all, they were experts in the Old Testament
Law. It is similar to consulting an attorney when we have legal questions. Jesus refused to
mediate the matter. It was not because He did not have the knowledge or the authority to do so.
The reason had to do with the man’s motive. Jesus responds in verse 15: ...“Take care, and be on
your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his
possessions.” Jesus implies that the man was greedy. More than likely, he wanted the Lord to
rule in his favor so that he could get a bigger share of everything. Jesus used the man’s request as
a teaching moment on true riches. He elaborated His points with a parable. Here is a lesson for us
about money: we must live on earth with an eternal perspective.

772 EXPLANATION
1. R fER Accumulation of Goods (v. 16-19)

In the parable, a landlord had an accumulation of goods for himself. He had a huge harvest.
There was so much produce that he ran out of space to store it. He mumbled to himself: “What
should I do?” He decided to knock down his existing storehouses and build larger ones. That
makes sense. Grains left in the open will soak up rain and will eventually rot. We can assume
that the man gained his success through honest ways. He did not seize people’s land or steal
others’ properties. It was an agricultural society 2,000 years ago. Most people grew crops and
raised animals. A bigger yield in the field means more profit. Grains and animals were good as
cash too. Remember the stories about Joseph in Genesis? God foretold Pharoah through two



dreams that there would be seven years of abundant harvest, followed by seven years of famine.
God gave wisdom to no one but Joseph to interpret those dreams. At that time he was in jail due
to a false accusation. He advised the king to store up as much extra food as possible ahead of
time. Pharoah determined that Joseph was the best person to oversee the project. By God’s divine
providence, a prisoner became the Prime Minister of Egypt. Soon good times turned into bad
ones. People went to Joseph to buy food. He helped the king earn a great profit. Before long, the
Egyptians ran out of cash. Joseph once again showed his wisdom. He bought all the land from
everyone, then he gave people seeds to plant. Since then, the government owned all the fields.
One-fifth of the harvest would become a tax. It motivated people to work harder because they
could keep eighty percent of the crops. It was a win-win situation to the people and their king.
Making money through careful management is a good thing, to yourself and to your employer.
The Bible encourages us to make plans. For example, Proverbs 21:5 says: The plans of the
diligent lead surely to abundance, but everyone who is hasty comes only to poverty. It is wise to
invest for the future. No one can predict what may happen tomorrow. One day we will be too old
to work too. The problem with the main character in the parable is not saving for the future, but
hoarding wealth just for himself. In verse 19, he giggled in his heart when he considered his
treasure: ...“Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” His
mind was full of dollar signs when he thought of the goods he had accumulated! He worked hard
for his wealth. Who could criticize him about how he spent his money? There are at least two
problems in his worldview. First, he only thought of himself. He wanted to relax, eat, drink and
be merry. But with whom? More than likely with himself and his family. Granted, there is
nothing wrong to enjoy the fruits of one’s labor. The Bible teaches that. But people can easily
take pride in themselves when they are in prosperity. God warned the Israelites before they
settled in Canaan in Deuteronomy 8:17-18 — 17 *“ Beware lest you say in your heart, “My power
and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.” 18 You shall remember the Lord your
God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he
swore to your fathers, as it is this day.” They later attributed success to themselves as God
foretold. Needless to say, people must work hard in the field. They sowed seeds. But who made
the rain fall? Who controlled the pests from eating up their crops? They plowed the fields and
plucked weeds. But who gave them strength to work? Just like their ancestors did, the man in the
parable focused on himself. Notice the pronouns in the passage. He said to himself that the
harvest was “my crops” (v. 17), the storages were “my barns” (v. 18) to stockpile “my grain” and
“my goods” (v. 18), and he was happy that “my soul” (v. 19) could enjoy a good time. The
second problem is that he expected to live a long and comfortable life. Few people think of the
storm when they are in smooth sailing. But who can guarantee how many years one will live?
James 4:13-15 give us some good wisdom: 13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we
will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit” — 14 yet
you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for
a little time and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and
do this or that.” God does not want us to be pessimistic but realistic. However, we should not
forget that our lives are in God’s hand. We must plan the future with God in mind. We thank Him
for the breathe of life. We seize the opportunities He gives us and make the best of them. We take
precautions to minimize the impacts of unknowns. For example, we save money for rainy days.
No one welcomes a major breakdown in their cars, a substantial home repair or a big surgery.
But the fact is that our properties and bodies will eventually deteriorate. Some people buy life
insurance to protect their families. To a certain extent, money can give us a peace of mind.



However, we should not only focus on treasure and pleasure. The world judges people from the
outside — what you wear, where you live and what is written on your business card, etc. It
measures success by how much goods you accumulate. But the Bible tells us that money is only
a means to an end. It is just a tool for us to serve God. The Lord blesses you with material
possessions, but do not let materials possess you! If we are not careful, we will treat money
instead of Jesus as our Master. You can examine your heart with the following questions. (1)
Who/what do you often think of, Jesus or money? (2) Who/what gives you the most joy, Jesus or
money? (3) Who do you want to please the most, Jesus or yourself? (4) What causes you a bigger
sadness, loss of money or damages to God’s glory? A correct perspective will set our priorities
right. Jesus is our Boss, we are only managers of the wealth He entrusts us. Money is just a
means to fulfill God’s plans.

2. [E{HAZ1R Accountability to God (v. 20-21)

The landlord in the parable made himself the center of his world. He knew how to accumulate
goods for himself, but he ignored his accountability to God. The man thought that he was rich
and smart. But in God’s eyes, he was poor and dumb. Just when the man was pondering a bright
future, there was a voice from heaven. Listen to verse 20: “But God said to him, ‘Fool! This
night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?””” God
was not shy to call the person a fool. The man had everything planned out for the future. A
legitimate question to ask is: who could guarantee that he would get up the next morning? He
thought he had money to enjoy life. But what if he did not have life to enjoy his money? Who
would take over his estate after he was gone? Ecclesiastes 2:18-19 bring up the same irony: 18 I
hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the man who will
come after me, 19 and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master of all
for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. The author questions
what is the point of piling up wealth if he has to give everything away after he leaves the world.
He concludes that the situation is vanity. In other words, meaningless. In a Jewish family, the
sons will inherit the properties from the deceased father, with the oldest son getting a double
share. What if the landlord in the parable did not have any son? Perhaps everything will be split
among his brothers, uncles or other close relatives. It is like a person plants some trees but others
eat the fruits! The same thing often happens in the modern world. We say that children in
wealthy families are born with a silver spoon in their mouths. Some of those descendants
continue to cultivate the family’s businesses. Others squander everything in a short time. A
person who is too young and has too much and too soon may not be a good thing. The problem is
not money itself, but the view on money. Needless to say, money is one big obstacle that
prevents people from knowing God. It is easy for people to feel self-sufficient when they have a
lot of money. They may ask: why do I need God when I have everything already? The more
money they have, the more they want. Hence, they fall into a vicious cycle of chasing after
wealth. Jesus drives home the moral of the story in verse 21: “So is the one who lays up treasure
for himself and is not rich toward God.” What does the Lord mean? The landlord failed because
he only saw himself but not God. Therefore, he only lived for this life but ignored that he was
accountable to God. Everything we have comes from God. When we see God in glory, we will
have to give Him a report of how we conduct our life. Paul describes in 1 Corinthians 3:12-13 —
12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw
— 13 each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be



revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. Paul was writing to
some church members. The foundation he refers to is Jesus. We acknowledge Him as our Lord
when we are saved. We should serve Him the rest of our life. God will not ask how much we
accumulate in life. But He will question how we use what He gives us. Paul describes us like a
workman building a house. God will check the value of what we do like testing building
materials with a fire. Those who use gold, silver and precious stones in the construction will pass
the exam with flying colors. Paul says in the subsequent verses that such believers will receive a
reward from God. Whereas, those who use wood, hay and straw will fail miserably. Paul says
believers like that will still be saved. However, they will suffer loss in the test. All that they
worked hard for will be burned away. The outcome depends on whether or not there is eternal
value in their works. The fact is that most of our stuff cannot be taken to heaven. Your savings,
house, car, clothes, jewelry, etc. will be left to somebody. Only the things of God will last
forever. That is why the Bible says those who receive Jesus will have an eternal life. They will be
with God in glory. Therefore, you are investing in God’s Kingdom when you offer money to
support Christian ministries. People can use those financial resources to spread the gospel and
build disciples. We can expand the scope to the use of our time and talents. We have some
retirees in our church. Allow me to encourage them. God blesses you with a lot of free time.
Most of you still have good health. How are you going to spend the rest of your life? You do not
need to feel guilty if you plan to spend time traveling, enjoying your hobbies or visiting
grandchildren. But will you use God’s blessing to you to bless others? Our church needs people
to serve. Some of our coworkers are overwhelmed and even burned out. God keeps you in this
church and this city for a reason. You can use your ministry experience and Bible knowledge to
train the next generation. You can visit those who are home-bound, or share the gospel with the
non-Christian friends. Here is one thing you can do without leaving home: spend time praying
for our church and for people in need. Do not just stop and quit serving God. You still have a lot
to offer to His Kingdom. Feel free to ask me if you look for ways to serve. The same is true to
younger folks too. Your wealth and health, your time and talent are all from God. Use everything
God gives you for His glory. Wise people are those who plan for this life and prepare for eternity.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

We must live on earth with an eternal perspective. I am sure everyone wants to live their life to
the full. No one wants to live like a fool. The key is whether or not you have God in you. Very
often we mix up abundance with affluence. We buy into the lie that more toys mean more joy.
People with that mentality wish to extend their earthly life as much as possible. But the reality is
that there will finally be an end. Suppose you can live a hundred years. If you are at 20 now, that
would mean you have spent one-fifth of your lifespan. The older you get, the shorter time you
have left. Those who do not know God try to get the most from the remaining time for
themselves. But for Christians, the denominator is infinity. Their earthly life is insignificant
compared to eternity. After they leave the world, they will enjoy eternity with God. Therefore,
they have peace at the gains and losses in this life. They know that they will be with God in
heaven. Jesus had paved the way for us to go to the Heavenly Father. He will call us home when
the time comes.
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