2024 FCBC Retreat — Keynote Message 3
INTERCESSORY PRAYER
(Luke 11:5-8)

Definition: Intercessory prayer is the act of praying on behalf of others. An intercessor is one
who takes the place of another or pleads another’s case.

We can learn some things about Intercessory Prayer from the parable Jesus gives us in
Luke 11:5-8.

1.

Those who are given to intercessory prayer become friends with God.

(Verse 5) “which of you shall have a friend and go to him at midnight..”

The “friend” that this man in need went to with his request can represent God.

Abraham was one of the great intercessors in the Bible. (Genesis 18:22-33), Abraham
intercedes for Sodom. He is called “A Friend of God” (Isaiah 41:8; James 2:23)

Moses was a mighty intercessor for Israel (Exodus 32:11-14). In Exodus 33:11, we read,
“so the Lord spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.”

Since Jesus and the Holy Spirit are interceding for us, are we not especially close to God
when we join them in intercessory prayer?

Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34; 1 John 2:1; Romans 8:26-27

Intercessors are sacrificial and unselfish.

(Verse 5b) “...and go to him at midnight...”

The dedication and unselfishness of this man is seen in his willingness to go out at
midnight to seek help in behalf of his friend. The true intercessor is willing to pray
whenever the Holy Spirit brings someone to mind. (Colossians 4:12-13) “Epaphras,
always laboring fervently for you in prayers...”

Just as this man interceded for his particular friend, God will put certain people at certain
times on our hearts to pray for. (Galatians 6:2) “Bear one another s burdens...”

The intercessor has faith in a God who can do great things.

(Verse 5¢) “...lend me three loaves...”

This was a lot to ask for since one loaf usually was a day’s supply.

In Mark 11:23-24, Jesus tells us that our prayers can move mountains.
In Mark 10:27, He says, “... with God all things are possible.”

The intercessor realizes their own inadequacies.

(Verse 6) “...I have nothing to set before him...”

Only God can save a soul. Only God can restore a believer. Only God can send true
revival, etc. etc.

God is not inconvenienced by our prayers.
Verse 7 is in contrast to our heavenly Father, who welcomes and delights in answering
our prayers —see 11:11-13.

The intercessor is dedicated to perseverance in prayer.
(Verse 8) “...because of his persistence, he will rise and give him as many as he needs.”
See also 11:9-10.
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