2024 FCBC Retreat — Keynote Message 1
“LORD TEACH US TO PRAY”
(Luke 11:1-13)

There could be no better teacher than Jesus.

(Matthew 7:28-29) “...the people were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one
having authority, and not as the scribes.”

(John 7:46) “the officers answered, no man ever spoke like this man.”

First, there are some preliminaries to prayer.

A. We must have a vision for prayer.
(1) In Verse 1, we find this unnamed disciple of Jesus was so moved by Jesus’s prayer
life that he desired to have that kind of prayer life as well.
(Proverbs 29:18) “Where there is no vision, the people perish...”
When we aim at nothing, we will generally hit it!
Do you have a vision for prayer?
Would you welcome Jesus’s teaching about prayer into your heart and cry out with this
disciple, “Lord teach us to pray”?

B. We learn to pray by praying.
(2) “So he said to them, when you pray.”
Jesus didn’t say: “if you pray, but when you pray.” He expects God’s children to pray.
To learn how to pray, we must make a commitment to be given to prayer.
Do you have a regular time alone with God each day to pray? (Matthew 6:6)
Do you pray throughout the day? (1 Thessalonians 5:17)

C. The basic definition of prayer is talking with God.
(2b) “...say”
Notice, I said “with” and not just “to” God. Prayer is a two-way conversation. God
speaks to us through His word and Spirit, and we speak to Him as well.
This word “say” indicates we are to verbally express our prayers to God.
Some audibly speak their prayers, some write them in a prayer journal, and some practice
both methods. Don’t just imagine your prayers, energetically express them.

In Verse 2-4, Jesus give us seven basic principles.

1) The personal principle, “Our Father”.

e [t is difficult to talk to someone you do not know personally.

e To address God as your Father means you have a personal relationship with Him.
You don’t just know about Him, you know Him.

e (John 1:12) “But to as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to
become children of God, to those who believe in His name.”

e CF. John 17:13; 3:3; 1 John 3:1; Matthew 7:21-23

Question: Do I know God, or just know about Him?




2)

3)

The privilege principle, “in heaven”.

This reminds us that God overrules the universe from His throne in Heaven. He is
the highest of the high and the greatest of the great. He is truly king of kings and
Lord of Lords.

(Hebrews 4:16) “Let us therefore come boldly (freely) before the throne of grace
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in a time of need.

CF. (Isaiah 6:1-4; 66:1-2; Psalms 33:13-15; Psalms 113:4-6)

In (Jeremiah 33:3), God invites us to “Call unto me and I will answer you...”
What a privilege, through Jesus Christ, we can call on God Almighty, any time,
any place, about anything, and He (not an administrative assistant) will personally
answer us.

The praise principle, “Hallowed by your name”’.

This is not a request, but a declaration of praise and worship. It declares that God
is holy. He is not only separated from all sin and wrongdoing, but high and lifted
up from all other beings. He is the one and only God, worthy of all our praise and
worship.

Psalm 100:2, 4 “Serve the Lord with gladness, come before His presence with
singing. Enter His gates with thanksgiving and into His courts with praise, Be
thankful to Him and bless His name.”

It is a general and powerful principle that before we petition God, we need to
praise Him.

Prayer has a gate and an inner court. We must first thank and praise God if we are
to enter the Holy of Holies of the prayer experience. Praise brings us close to
God.

(2 Chronicles 20:1-3; Acts 4:23-31; Acts 16:25; Psalms 113:3)

Question: Do my prayers begin with thanksgiving and praise to God?

The purpose principle, “vour will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.”

The kingdom of God refers to the rule of God, or His perfect will being done. We
pray and long for the second coming of Christ, when He will rule completely over
a new Heaven and Earth.

However, until then, this is a petition of total submission where we pray for God’s
rule and will to be done in our lives as well as the lives of those we pray for.

Jesus said, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent me and finish His work.”
In Matthew 6:33, Jesus commands us to “seek first the kingdom (rule) of God and
His righteousness...”

He prayed in Gethsemane, “not my will but Thy will be done.”

Doing God’s will is mankind’s ultimate purpose and therefore, the overall purpose
of our prayers.

In (1 Corinthians 3:9), we are called, “co laborers with God”.

God in His sovereignty, has so ordained and privileged us to work with Him to
bring about His will on earth. One of the main ways we do this is through prayer.
(1 John 5:14-15; Ezekiel 22:30; Matthew 26:39)
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