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INTRODUCTION 5[

Advertisement is all about promoting products. It will be a successful campaign if people can
associate brand-names with certain goods. For example, we think of Kleenex when we need
some tissue. Jacuzzi is a common term for a hot-tub. We ask for Sharpie when we look for a
permanent marker. Some brands are so rooted in our mind that they even become everyday
language. For instance, we Google around when we search for information on the internet.
Instead of photo-copying documents, we Xerox them. You can Uber to the airport if you do
not want to park your car there. What do most people think of when they hear the name
Jesus? Perhaps a Christmas baby, churches or the cross. Or it could be an image of a long
hair man with a beard. The Bible describes Jesus as a servant, the sacrificial lamb and a
King. In our passage today, Jesus says He is the door and the good shepherd. He gathers
people like lost sheep into His sheep pen. Through Jesus, we gain entrance into His house
and He gives us an abundant life.

EXPLANATION f#feE
1. Into the Fold #E A =[5

First of all, Jesus leads us into the fold. He is the way to get in. He says in verses 7 and 9: “I
am the door.” At that time, a sheepfold is an open area enclosed by a fence or a wall. There is
only one door. A gatekeeper will station outside the door at night to watch over the sheep.
The animals feel safe in the fold. After all, sheep have nothing to defend themselves. Unlike
dogs, they do not have teeth to bite. Unlike cats, they do not have claws to fight. Sheep must
seek protection from the shepherd. The fold keeps the sheep inside and keeps predators
outside. The shepherd does not only contain his sheep, he also cares for them. Jesus
continues to say in verse 9: “I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will
go in and out and find pasture.” Jesus will protect and provide for His followers, much like a
shepherd treats his sheep. We will talk more about the responsibilities of a shepherd later. For
now, we will focus on the door. By saying that He is the door, Jesus stresses that He is the
only entrance into the fold. That idea echoes with John 14:6, in which Jesus says: ...“T am
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” Jesus is
the only way to God. He is the means through which we can be saved. Since Jesus is the
shepherd, only He can decide who can enter into His fold. Many people want to go to heaven
by good works, religions or philosophical ideas. But they will all fail. The only way to go in
is by confessing their sins and receiving Jesus into their hearts. They must also determine to
follow Jesus the rest of their life. The question is: do you belong to Jesus’ fold? Jesus invites
you to become His sheep. In fact, He intends to gather as many sheep as possible into His
fold. He says in verse 16: “And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them
also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.” Those
“other sheep” are outside the fold. They will be attacked by wild animals if they wander in



the wilderness. Once I shared the gospel with a young man. At that time, he was not ready to
receive Jesus. He said that he felt relaxed not to tie himself to a religion. I knew the person
well, and so I gave him a blunt reply: “You may consider yourself free. But according to the
Bible, you are homeless.” By God’s grace, that guy later became a believer. There are many
people like him who are lost in sin. Will you join the Lord in a search and rescue mission?
Jesus sets up the church for two purposes. First, it is to save unsaved people. Some of you
invite people to our church. They come here to eat or play pickleball. They drop their kids off
to our children ministries. Will you invite them to join our meetings too? Going through our
church door is only step one. We must tell them about Jesus and lead them into His fold. Will
you find opportunities and share the gospel with them? Jesus’ second purpose for
establishing the church is to mature immature believers. We should not be happy just to see
people accept Jesus. We must encourage each other to grow in our faith. Unfortunately, there
are too many drifting sheep in every church. They do not stay in the sheepfold. Some attend
meetings only when it is convenient to them. Others hop around different churches when
there are more exciting activities or when renowned speakers come to town. Do not treat
yourself like a religious consumer and pick and choose what you like to hear. The pandemic
a few years back taught us that we need to interact with others believers face to face. Online
sermons are good teaching materials. But they are not a church. Nothing can replace a warm
handshake, a friendly smile and a sincere question of “how are you?” Do you notice anyone
absent lately? Reach out to them and invite them back. We are family members and sheep of
this fold. Only by us sticking together can we become a flock.

2. Onto the Road E/FEE -

Jesus does not only lead us into His fold, He also leads us onto the road. Besides being the
door to the sheep pen, Jesus says He is the good shepherd. Jesus is kind, gracious and loving.
A shepherd has a few main duties. First, he guides his sheep. Sheep rely on the shepherd to
find grass and water. They are timid in nature. They will not eat and rest unless the
surrounding is calm. Jesus is the good shepherd. He will provide the best for us. He says in
verse 10: “...I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” This word “abundantly”
does not only measure quantity but also quality. The world tells us that more means better.
For example, a six-figure salary is better than a five-figure income. Having three cars is
better than just one. In contrast, God’s abundance comes with contentment. It gives us
comfort that all we have are the best blessings from God. That takes away worries, knowing
that God will provide what we need in His time. A shepherd guides his sheep. He does so
with his voice. Jesus describes in verses 4-5: 4 “When he has brought out all his own, he
goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5 A stranger they will
not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” A
shepherd gives each sheep a unique name based on its features. For example, he may say:
“Big Ear, watch out for the ditch on your left. Brown Nose, you need to stay with the group.”
Sheep will not follow a stranger because they do not know his voice. Other than guiding his
sheep to the right place, a shepherd also guards them from danger. A shepherd walks at the
front to make sure that the path is safe. He also watches out for hiding wild animals. In verse
12, Jesus compares the response of a shepherd to a worker when they spot a wolf: “He who



is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and
leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.” A workman will
sacrifice the sheep in order to save his life. However, the shepherd will sacrifice himself to
save his sheep. He may use his rod to chase the wolf away. Remember the time when David
volunteered himself to fight Goliath the giant? King Saul thought that David was too young.
But David testified that he had killed a lion and a bear and rescued a sheep from the mouth of
those beasts. Jesus was more than a responsible shepherd. The audience must be shocked to
hear what Jesus says in verse 11: “...The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” It
is unthinkable for a shepherd to lose his life for his sheep. Sheep without their shepherd are
very vulnerable. A shepherd may injure himself while fighting off wild animals. But Jesus
refers to losing His life on the cross. The amazing thing is that the loss of the Good Shepherd
does not expose His sheep to danger. It saves them from eternal judgment. Jesus gives away
His own life in order to give us everlasting life. In view of all that Jesus does, what should be
our proper responses? Jesus tells us in verse 27: “My sheep hear my voice, and | know them,
and they follow me.” In the context, Jesus is having a discussion with some Jewish religious
leaders. The Lord explains why they did not believe in Him. It was simply because they were
not His sheep. The religious leaders rejected Jesus, and so they would not obey Him. How
about you? Do you listen to Jesus’ voice if you consider Him your shepherd? It is not only
about hearing but also following His guidance. Or do you do things your way? Do you know
His voice? God of course can speak to us from heaven. But He does not need to, since He
has given us the Bible. We call the book God’s Word for a reason. It is like some written
instructions from God. He will speak to you as you read the Bible. But you must go a step
further and do what He says. You will be blessed when you walk in the truth. Moreover,
when we are familiar with the Good Shepherd’s voice then we can distinguish strangers’
voices. There are so many opinions in the world. If God’s Word is in our hearts, then we can
discern if certain ideas are contrary to the truth.

CONCLUSION %&z6

Through Jesus, we gain entrance into His house and He gives us an abundant life. Jesus is the
only door to the Father. Jesus is also the only Good Shepherd we should follow. There are
many stray sheep out there that need to come home. Will you go look for them and invite
them to Jesus’ fold? They may be your family members, friends, classmates or coworkers.
They may be the people who mow your lawn or fix your house. They also include the gospel
seekers who come to our church regularly. Before you tell Jesus to them, you need to tell
Jesus about them. In other words, you need to pray for them. Church coworkers put up a
noticeboard in the hallway. We begin a new initiative called “Project Plus One.” I am sure
you know at least one non-Christian. Do you hope that one day he/she will be saved? Put the
name of that person on a piece of magnet and stick it to the board. If you prefer not to write
the full name, you can put down the first name, a nickname or the initials. Brothers and
sisters will pray for those people with you. We hope that God will give you opportunities to
share the gospel with them, and He will open their hearts so that they are ready to listen. We
work with one another and we work together with God and lead them back. We will make an
announcement if any of them receives Jesus. Will you join us in this exciting effort?
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