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5] = INTRODUCTION

Home-ownership is a milestone of the American dream. A house is the most expensive thing
most people will ever buy in their life. But having your property also means a lot of works.
Unlike living in an apartment, you cannot call a manager and expect someone to fix a problem.
You either do it yourself or pay someone to take care of it. Mowing the lawn is a usual task in the
warmer season. I almost fainted the first time I cut grass under the sun. Before I got the job done,
my mower stopped working. Therefore, I took it back to the store and asked for help. A guy
looked underneath the machine and told me that a lump of grass was stuck there. That was why
the blade was not spinning. I was sure he had a good laugh after I left. Then I was told that I had
to fertilize the lawn and prevent weed from spreading. A couple of guys took that job very
seriously. A brother from my church thought that if one bag of fertilizer could make his grass
look green, then the more the better. He ended up dumping ten bags onto his yard — and almost
killed everything. I guess for the same reason eating too much vitamin can be harmful to your
body. My next door neighbor heard that a particular herbicide was very effective. He sprayed it
onto everything that did not look like regular grass. Little did he know that the chemical can
destroy virtually any plant. Fortunately, the lawns in both cases recovered later. After all these
years, I have accumulated some experience about yard-work. Anyone will hate to see weeds.
Those plants look ugly. They can grow in the toughest conditions. They pop up earlier and grow
faster than the good grass. Will it not be nicer if weeds do not exist? We can save some time and
money on treating them. Following the same logic, people will be happier if there is no sin in the
world. Evil is like weeds, it only causes us troubles and losses. Why does God allow evil to exist
and even flourish? Jesus used a parable to help us understand the reason. Here is the lesson to
keep in mind: evil will grow, but it will not last long.

fiftFE EXPLANATION
1. FFEFBIE Distribution of Weeds

First, let us consider the distribution of weeds. After the farmer sowed good seeds to his field, an
enemy distributed bad seeds to the same ground. Read verses 24-25 again: 24 ...“The kingdom
of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25 but while his men
were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away.” In today’s
term, we say the enemy was carrying out bio-terrorism. He used weeds to hurt the landowner.
The farmer had to do extra work to separate the weeds from his crops. It would also lead to
financial loss if the final yield was reduced. Just like the parable of the four soils we studied last
week, Jesus explained this parable to the disciples later. He clarifies in verses 37 to 39 what the
major characters in the story represent. The field is the world. The farmer is the Son of Man,
which is a usual title Jesus calls Himself in the gospels. The good seeds represent true believers.
The enemy is the devil. The weeds are his followers. In short, Satan distributes non-believers to
the midst of Christians. At this point, everything is quite clear. This is one of the parables of the
Kingdom that Jesus told. Each story illustrates certain aspects about God’s Kingdom. Jesus came
to establish His domain on the earth. He invited people to enter into His Kingdom as He shared



the gospel. Even today, Jesus sends out messengers for the same goal. While the Lord is busy
mobilizing His followers, Satan is also working hard to distribute his weeds. In order to blend it,
wicked plants must look similar to the good crops. Paul states in 2 Corinthians 11:13-14 — 13 For
such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14
And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. Satan is an expert in
undercover. His false apostles look like true apostles of God. False teaching will look like God’s
truth too. People will be misled if they cannot distinguish between the two. Think of it in terms
of fake goods. There are people who are fooled into buying counterfeit products. They pay a
huge amount, thinking that they are getting the real thing. Then there are others know clearly that
they are purchasing a copy. They trick others into believing that they are wearing name-brand
clothes or carrying an expensive handbag. Many people worship false gods for similar reasons.
Some are deceived and they follow a wrong crowd. Others choose an idol because they do not
want to pay the high price for following Jesus. They enjoy the good feeling of being religious.
Perhaps it is a false sense of peace, a false hope that they will get everything they ask for or a
false security that they will go to a better place when they leave the world. False religions will
coexist with true faith. Let us be clear: sin does not come from God. The Creator actually made a
perfect world. Everything He created was good. Things turned bad after Adam and Eve rebelled
against God. Sin entered the world as a result. Here is something very precious: God gave the
couple a choice to obey or disobey Him. Freedom is real only if they could choose not to listen to
God. You say: God was bringing trouble to Himself! All parents are taking the same risk when
they decide to have babies. How can they be so sure that their children will grow up to be good
boys and good girls? They cannot! They teach their children to do right things. But eventually,
young people must make their own decisions in life. Kids’ love is real only when they willingly
choose to love their parents. Likewise, God made humans, not robots. He does not want to use
punishment as a threat and force us to love Him either. Submission must be an intentional choice
backed up by actions. Evil exists in the world because people deliberately forsake God. The fact
that Satan distributes weeds everywhere makes gospel work challenging. We are fighting against
ideas to win souls. We present the good news to counteract fake news. But we cannot change
people. We are only messengers and Jesus is the Master. Only He can soften people’s hearts and
convict them of their sins.

2. BFE[IE 7Y Distinction of Weeds

Distribution of weeds was done secretly. No one knew that there were bad seeds in the field until
they sprouted. Next, we will consider the distinction of weeds. There are some characteristics
that makes them stand out. Jesus says in verse 26: “So when the plants came up and bore grain,
then the weeds appeared also.” Gradually, the seedlings will produce heads of grains. At that
stage, the servants could spot the weeds because they look differently. Let us have a quick lesson
on plant science to understand the background. Some of your Bibles may translate weeds as
tares. Its common name is “’false wheat.” It grows well in the same region where wheat is
cultivated. The seedlings of both plants look alike. However, wheat turns brown when it ripe
while tares become black in color. Wheat grains are ground for making bread, pastas, etc. In
contrast, tares cannot be eaten. It is in fact poisonous. It makes people dizzy and it will cause
them to throw up. It is even lethal when consumed in high dose. Despite those dangers, some
farmers in Africa and Asia grow tares. They add a controlled amount of it when they brew beer to
give the drink an extra kick. Weeds may look like wheat when they are young. Before long, their



true nature will show up. We call this principle “you reap what you sow.” Jesus uses the same
analogy in Matthew 7:15-16 — 15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s
clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are
grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?”” A tree can only produce its kind of
fruit. You cannot find lemons on an apple tree! Jesus concludes the Sermon on the Mount in the
passage. He told the audience that true followers are those who hear and do what He said.
Satan’s messengers may disguise as real believers. But eventually, their fruits will reveal their
identity and intents. We need to be careful, lest we may eat toxic fruits or be eaten by a wolf.
How can we discern the weeds in our society? Many people say that they believe in God. We can
verify that statement by checking their fruits. There are a few key doctrines that we cannot
compromise. First: what are their views on God’s Son? Some religions say that Jesus was a
created being, an angel or a man that somehow elevated to be a god. According to the Bible,
Jesus is the one true God. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and was born into the world
through a virgin. Jesus was fully God and fully human while He was on the earth. Some say that
Jesus’ death was just a great example of selfless love. The Bible says Jesus died for the sin of
mankind but He rose three days later to prove that He is God. Second: what are their views on
God’s Word? Is the Bible just a book written by men that teaches good moral lessons? Or is it
truly inspired by the Holy Spirit that conveys God’s truths? Is it full of mistakes, or is it perfect
in its content? Is it one of the various references we can consult, or is it the absolute authority we
must follow? Third: what are their views on God’s works? Did God abandon us after creation?
Or is He actively participating in history to accomplish His plans? Do we come into the world by
chance? Or does God have a special purpose in each of our lives? Why did Jesus save us? Is it
only to make us happy, healthy and wealthy, or is it for His glory? What will happen after people
leave this world? Do they just cease to exist? Do they move on to the next life as a dog or a frog
depends on the amount of good works they do? Or will there be a final judgment that determines
whether people will go to heaven or hell? It is important to ask people why they believe what
they believe. Responses like: “my mom told me so” or “someone on the social media said so”
will not cut it. We need to ask from where those people get their answers. People’s opinions may
keep changing. New ideas continue to pop up. But God’s truth remains the same. Throughout
history, many scholars challenge the accuracy of the Bible. They all fail. God’s Word is not only
an alternate view. It is the only foundation where our faith must be rooted.

3. BFELHIVH I Destruction of Weeds

We talked about the distribution and the distinction of weeds. Thirdly, we will consider the
destruction of weeds. Listen to a conversation between the servants and their master in verses 28-
30 — 28 ““...So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he
said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 30 Let both grow
together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, “Gather the weeds first and
bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”””” The landowner told
servants not to pluck the weeds. Both plants are already well-established. Their roots may be
intertwined together. Pulling the weeds will probably damage the wheat. At harvest, everything
will be chopped down. It would be easier for the servants to separate the two crops. The useless
ones would be burned and the useful ones would be stored up. Jesus makes it clear in verses 41-
42 that the harvest refers a future judgment: 41 “The Son of Man will send his angels, and they
will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into the



fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” The angels will be the
harvesters and Jesus will be the judge. Both evil things and evil-doers will be destroyed. A “fiery
furnace” and “weeping and gnashing of teeth” are common scenes in Jesus’ parables. They all
depict the torment in hell. According to the Bible, hell will be the eternal destination for Satan
and his followers. The place is dreadful not only because of a never-ending torture. It is also
because people in there will forever be separated from God. There will not be a second chance.
All other prophecies about Jesus had been fulfilled. Therefore, His second coming and future
judgment will surely come true. However, evil will continue to exist for the time being. We will
feel sad and mad when we and others suffer as a result. Many psalmists shared those emotions.
For example, Psalm 73:3-5 writes: 3 For [ was envious of the arrogant when I saw the prosperity
of the wicked. 4 For they have no pangs until death; their bodies are fat and sleek. 5 They are not
in trouble as others are; they are not stricken like the rest of mankind. The author shouted to God:
“It’s not fair!” How can God allow bad people to prevail? They oppress the poor folks with
power. They use illegal means to get wealthy. They escape justice from courts. They live a long
life without any pain. Therefore, they are arrogant toward others, and they are ignorant of God.
The psalmist even questioned why he had to maintain righteous if there is no justice in the world.
He gained wisdom when he quieted himself before God. He understood that God was not
helpless even when He seemed to be silent. He would make all things right in His time. The
psalmist then writes in verses 18-19: 18 Truly you set them in slippery places; you make them
fall to ruin. 19 How they are destroyed in a moment, swept away utterly by terrors! God will not
let sin go unpunished. When the psalmist grasped that, he changed from sorrow to joy, and from
anger to praise. Our world today is no different. Sin is rampant. There are dictators on a global
level and criminals on a local level. We get nervous when we go to certain places in town or
when we leave home at night. The law and justice system is not flawless in protecting innocent
people and penalizing law-breakers. Our hope should not be in this world. Ultimately, we need to
look up to God. He is sovereign even when sin appears to be out of control. Nothing will catch
Him by surprise. He will judge the world. The presence of weeds should make us more homesick
of the eternal house God prepares for us. Meanwhile, we still have a lot of work to do. Believers
are good seeds God sown into the world. We should bear good fruits that benefit others. We
reflect God’s character through our lives. Qualities like honesty, kindness and grace will attract
people to God. The fragrance of the gospel is in stark contrast to the disgusting odor of evil.
When people see the beauty of God’s goodness, they will forsake the weeds of the world and
embrace the Lord of truth.

%= CONCLUSION

Evil will grow, but it will not last long. We need to patiently wait for God’s harvest time. He is a
miracle landlord. He can create the best outcome from the worst tragedy. Jesus suffered the most
horrible penalty in the human history even though He was innocent. He did not die for righteous
people, for there is none in the world. He sacrificed Himself for those who deserve eternal
punishment. That include you and me. If God had pulled out all the weeds in the world, then we
are all doomed. But He sent Jesus into the world to save us. We will receive a new nature by
accepting Jesus into our hearts. He will transform us into a productive crop.
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