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5]& INTRODUCTION

We will start a new series on the study of Jesus’ parables. Here is a definition of a parable: it is a
short and fictional story that conveys a moral lesson. Some of us listened to Aesop’s Fables when
we are kids. For example, “The Rabbit and the Turtle” and “The Boy Who Cried Wolf” etc. We
learn good virtues from those stories. Similarly, Jesus expected a positive response from listeners
when He told parables. We need to keep three things in mind as we interpret those stories. First is
the CONTEXT. Knowing some background of the Jews in Jesus’ time will be helpful. Also,
what happened right beforehand may give us some clues why Jesus told a parable. Second is the
CONTENT. What are the key characters? What had happened? What was the outcome? Third is
the INTENT. What is the lesson? How does it apply to our situations? Also, we should not pay
unnecessary attention to minor details. A rock and a tree may not refer to anything in particular.
We should not make simple things complicated. Here are two steps that will help you interpret a
parable. First, summarize the story in your own words. Two: figure out its main lesson.

fiZ¥E EXPLANATION
1. ELEmEHYE R Reasons for Telling Parables

Before we dive into today’s story, let us consider the reasons for Jesus to tell parables. The
disciples and some people asked Jesus for an explanation after hearing this parable. Jesus replies
in verse 11: And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but
for those outside everything is in parables.” Jesus separated the listeners into the “insiders” and
“outsiders.” The insiders were the disciples and people who showed interest in the truth. Jesus
taught them in direct language. He called the knowledge about God’s Kingdom a secret. The
same word is translated as “mystery” elsewhere in the Bible. It refers to information about God’s
Kingdom that was hidden until God disclosed it. The outsiders were the rest of the audience.
Jesus used parables when speaking to them. We see their reaction after they heard the parables in
verse 12: So that “‘they may indeed see but not perceive, and may indeed hear but not
understand, lest they should turn and be forgiven.’” They saw Jesus’ miracles and heard His
teaching. But they did not respond with faith. Here, Jesus was quoting from Isaiah chapter 6.
God revealed Himself to the prophet in the passage. Later, He sent Isaiah to deliver a message to
His people. But God told the prophet upfront that they would reject it. We may ask: “Then why
bother?” There are two reasons. First, people would have no excuse that God did not give them
any warning ahead of time when His judgment finally came. Second, God’s prophecy was also a
message of hope. He would bless the remaining Israelites after the punishment. Old Testament
Jews, Jesus’ audience and people today are equally stubborn and rebellious. They may find the
gospel vague. Jesus’ identity and works are like fairy tales to them. God became a man and was
born of a virgin. An innocent man died on the cross for the sins of mankind, then He rose three
days later. Those who put their trust in Jesus by faith will be saved. We must explain the gospel
before people can know it and accept it. Just like what Jesus did, we can use parables. The Bible
itself is actually full of imageries. Jesus redeemed us like paying off our debts and setting us free.
He reconciled our broken relationship with the Father, similar to resolving an argument between



friends. Jesus also justified us and considered us righteous, as if we were declared not guilty in
court. Salvation grace is a free gift God presents to us. All we need is to accept it by faith. It is
also priceless because no one can offer anything to exchange for it. You can come up with other
examples that seeker friends can echo with to help them understand the gospel.

2. HEIHAY[E]E Responses to The Truth

With that in mind, let us explore today’s parable. It tells us there are different responses to the
truth, much like seeds sown in soil. At that time, most people only had a small field near their
houses. Farmers would sow as many seeds as possible. No one will waste seeds in places where
crops may not grow. However, some seeds will end up in not so ideal spots. Producing a crop is
the final goal. Of the four situations, only one soil results in a harvest. Jesus makes it clear in
verse 14 that the seeds represent God’s Word. Sharing the gospel is like spreading seeds. The
four soils represent four responses to the truth. Bearing fruit is a solid proof that a person is truly
saved. You can examine which soil is closest to your spiritual condition as we unpack the story.

A. #EFEM A The Devoured

The first soil symbolizes the devoured. Jesus describes in verse 4: “And as he sowed, some seed
fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured it.” Those seeds were eaten by birds soon
after they landed on the ground. They did not even have a chance to germinate. Jesus explains in
verse 15: “And these are the ones along the path, where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan
immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them.” Satan removes God’s Word
from those audience right after they heard it. It does not have an opportunity to remain in
people’s hearts. Luke 8:12 tells us a definite outcome of those who are devoured: “...the devil
comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved.”
They cannot believe without God’s Word in their hearts. Hence, they are not saved. Who are
those people in today’s world? Our hearts cannot stay vacuum. Either God or something else will
fill the void. Some people worship false gods. They reject Biblical truth because it contradicts
what they believe. They cannot accept the one true God because they themselves want to become
gods. Salvation by grace challenges their pride because they hope to go to heaven by doing good
works. Other people say that they are spiritual but not religious. They hope to elevate their souls
to a higher level after they leave the world. Some people claim to be atheists but they worship
themselves. They think that they can solve any problem with their knowledge, capabilities and
money. How can we reach out to those people? We need to ask God to soften their hearts so that
gospel seeds will retain in them. We can encourage them to remain objective in their pursuit of
truth. We can gently question the basis for their beliefs. For example, some people believe that
there is nothing beyond physical matters. They say that soul does not exist because they cannot
see it or feel it. Therefore, we just vanish when we leave the world. Do they have any proof for
those notions? Besides arguing about what they believe, we must encourage them to read the
Bible. See it for themselves what the book is about. Let God speak to their hearts. His Word is
powerful to penetrate into people’s minds and awaken their souls.

B. #%fEHY A The Deterred



The second soil are the deterred people. Problems in life scare them away from following Jesus.
Look at verses 5-6: 5 “Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and
immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun rose, it was scorched,
and since it had no root, it withered away.” Those seeds sprouted quickly, but they did not last
long. There was not much room for their roots to expand because of the rocks under the thin soil.
They soon dry up when the sun is out. Jesus gives us an interpretation about this soil in verses
16-17: 16 “And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the
word, immediately receive it with joy. 17 And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a
while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall
away.” Hardships in life stop further spiritual growth. Those people fall away before long. The
Greek phrase for “fall away” can be translated as stumble. Who are the deterred people in our
world today? Many false teachers say that since God loves you, He will give you everything you
ask for. Really? I love my two sons wholeheartedly. But I only meet their needs, not their greed.
People who buy into that doctrine will stumble easily when difficulties come. God does not make
us invincible. Many Christians die from incurable diseases, lose their jobs or they have rebellious
kids. Also, believers in many parts of the world are despised by their families, falsely accused in
court, imprisoned and even die for their faith. We will be spreading a lie if we tell people that
everything will be alright after they receive Jesus. Getting a ticket to heaven is not the reason for
becoming a Christian. Some people get married because they are looking for an ATM machine or
a maid. Building a long-lasting relationship should be the reason. Jesus is not calling for
believers, but disciples. They are willing to pay the price for following Jesus. That is not a
popular idea to modern people. The fact is that we will suffer to a certain degree for identifying
with Jesus. Some people will hate us because they hate Jesus. But the Lord will be with us
always. Also, even though we may not need to forsake everything for Jesus, we must turn over
the ownership we think we have to Him. Jesus is our Master and we are His servants.

C. #:ERERIA The Deceived

Satan is very crafty in steering people away from God. Some are deterred by hardship. Others
will be deceived by wrong priorities. Jesus describes the third type of soil in verse 7: “Other seed
fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain.” Thorns exhaust
water and nutrients in the ground, and they block out space and sunlight. As a result, seedlings
cannot mature. Jesus explains the analogy in verse 18-19: 18 “And others are the ones sown
among thorns. They are those who hear the word, 19 but the cares of the world and the
deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it proves
unfruitful.” Thorns can appear as pressure, treasure or pleasure. We show concerns when under
pressure. But concerns will weaken our faith when they turn into worries and even disbelief
toward God. Besides, treasure and pleasure will cause us to focus on ourselves. We become
prideful when we have more than what others have. On the flip side, our hearts will be filled with
self-pith when others are better-off than us. Think about wealth. The Bible says a lot about
money, because it is a powerful thorn that will jam our spiritual growth. Paul warns us in 1
Timothy 6:10 — For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that
some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. Money is
God’s blessing. But the love of money is a sin. The pursuit of money is a strong temptation.
Some people think that if they can earn some by working five days then they can make more by
working six or even seven days! Hence, they spend their health in exchange for wealth, thinking



that they can use wealth to buy back their health. Here is a simple test for you: you are able to
exercise self-control if you can pause whenever you want to. It can be money, playing computer
games or shopping. Do not make yourself a slave to that thing! Jesus will empower us to live a
life of true freedom if we submit to Him. We are not our own boss. We serve Jesus through the
role He assigns us. Then we can enjoy life with contentment, whether we have more or less.

D. #HEFHY A The Devoted

All three soils failed to produce a crop. Only the fourth soil, the devoted, resulted in a harvest.
Jesus says in verse 8: “And other seeds fell into good soil and produced grain, growing up and
increasing and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” One reference tells us that
on the average one seed will produce 35 grains. Sixty and even a hundred times are plentiful. In
regard to Jesus’ interpretation, Luke 8:15 gives us some further information: “As for that in the
good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear
fruit with patience.” There are two key factors for spiritual maturity. First, faithful listeners
preserve God’s Word. They retain the truths in their hearts after they hear them, much like seeds
that are buried in the ground. Second, those audience persevere until they bear fruit. They are
similar to farmers who tend their plants carefully. You water your veggie garden in the morning
and evening, you pull weeds and fertilize the soil when needed. Likewise, bearing fruit from
God’s Word requires hard work. You study the Bible, know its meanings and apply truths in life.
You also have to overcome struggles and Satan’s temptations. What kind of fruits are those? First
and foremost is the fruit of salvation. In another words, it is the new life when you are saved.
You also bear fruit for God’s Kingdom when you lead someone to Jesus. Second, it is the change
in our character to become more like Jesus. You can refer to the nine qualities of the fruit of the
Holy Spirit in Galatians 5. For example, is there more patience toward people who hold different
opinions? Is there more compassion toward those who are suffering? Is there more generosity in
sharing God’s blessings with others? Some believers are more fruitful. Others may need more
growth in certain areas. Regardless, there must be some fruits if you are in Christ. The Lord
describes our relationship with Him as branches connected to a grapevine. There will be active
growth when there is a secure attachment. Therefore, if your life is self-centered and not God-
centered; you cannot stop bragging about yourself instead of praising God naturally; your heart is
full of bitterness and not joy; then you need to ask whether or not you have been saved. Just like
the slogan from a restaurant, “you can’t fake steak” you cannot fake salvation. Either you are
saved by God or you need His salvation.

4% 5w CONCLUSION

Bearing fruit is a solid proof that a person is truly saved. They are visible signs of a changed life.
They are positive qualities that bring fulfillment to yourself, benefits to others and glory to God.
Praise the Lord if you are a devoted person. God wants you to continue to produce more fruits
for His Kingdom. However, if you are a devoured, deterred or deceived person, God always
welcomes you to return to Him. You must admit your sins to Jesus, and accept Him as your
Savior and Lord by faith. Once you have received a new life, there will be growth and
subsequently there will be fruits.
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