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INTRODUCTION 5[

We are thankful to the Lord that six brothers and sisters will be baptized today. We will hear
their testimonies in a moment. Every time we have a baptism we need to emphasize an
important truth: we are saved by Jesus, but we are not saved by water. All the baptism
candidates have received Jesus as their Savior and Lord before today. The misconception that
a ceremony can grant salvation is deeply rooted in our mind. We are told that there is no free
lunch. We must make an effort to earn something valuable. That is the mindset of the main
character in our story.

EXPLANATION f#fE
1. Superficial Belief &3 {Z (]

A young official went to Jesus with a question. The Lord used this opportunity to reveal a
superficial belief in the man’s mind. He asked Jesus: “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”
He asked Jesus the requirements for going to heaven. But notice his choice of words. He
wanted to “do” something to “inherit” eternal life. Jesus followed the thinking process of this
man in His response. Jesus listed five of the Ten Commandments. We see the young man’s
answer in verse 21: And he said, “All these I have kept from my youth.” He was saying to
Jesus: “Oh teacher, is that what it takes to go to heaven? It did it all!” The man and many
Jews of his time thought keeping the Law could buy their way into heaven. Obeying the Law
is unable to save anyone. God is not asking for a passing grade. He demands perfection from
us. Moreover, God does not only consider our actions. He also examines our hearts. Thinking
about sinning and committing sins are the same to Him. Most modern people have the
attitude this young man had. They believe that they will go to heaven because they are good
people. They are law-abiding citizens. Others may say that they grew up in a Christian home,
they go to church every Sunday and they were even baptized. Are those good works not good
enough? But we do not set the rules. God does! He is the final Judge of our life. We need to
break this superficial belief that good people will all go to heaven. We will talk more about
God’s standard in the next point. But here, we can learn a good technique from Jesus about
sharing the gospel. He let the man ask a question first. We must listen before we speak.
Every person has a different life circumstance. They may be struggling with loneliness,
burdened by scars from the past, suffering from tensions in a relationship or facing anxiety
about the future. Do not rush to present your five-point gospel outline yet. You can begin by
asking simple questions such as: “How are you feeling?”” “What troubles you recently?” or
“Tell me your story.” Allow seeker friends to share their needs. Then show them from the
Bible that God is our help. From there, connect to the sin problem that we all have. State that
Jesus is the only solution God has prepared for us.



2. Sacrificial Behavior 44017 By

The young ruler thought he was qualified to enter heaven. Jesus exposed his superficial
belief. Obeying the Law cannot save anyone. What Jesus asks for is a sacrificial behavior. He
challenged the man in verse 22: ...“One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and
distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” The three
demands are to sell, distribute and follow. While the young man’s conduct was
commendable, his heart was questionable. We see his reaction in verse 23: But when he
heard these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich. He was unwilling to let go
of his money. He was not ready to follow Jesus either. Jesus focused on the core issue. What
did the man love the most? God or his money? Jesus asked the man to give up what he had
been relying on, and from now on put his trust in Jesus. Today, the Lords’ demands for us
remain the same. We must surrender our mind, emotion and will to Jesus. Below is a typical
response I get from seeker-friends. First, I ask them: “Do you have any question about the
gospel message?” They reply: “Everything is clear to me.” Second: “Is your heart touched by
Jesus’ love?” They answer: “Jesus indeed showed His great love on the cross!” Third: “Are
you willing to trust Jesus and to follow Him?” They respond: “Let me think about it.”
Commitment to the Lord is the real sign of salvation. Jesus may not ask you to give up your
belongings. But He expects you to turn in the ownership of what you have. Those are the
things that you find security in. Perhaps it is your education, career or money. He does not
need your stuff. He is asking for your heart. Letting go is hard because all along we like to
take charge. We feel safe when we can control our life. But being a Jesus follower is to say to
Him: “All Yours!” We let Him direct our life. That actually takes away a lot of stress. We
know that He will watch over us. When we have a success, it is His blessing. When we are
confused, He will show us the way. When we suffer setbacks, He will encourage us. When
we go astray, He will lead us back. Our life is the most secure in the hands of the Lord.

CONCLUSION %&z6

Jesus invalidated the idea that we can do something to be saved. We cannot do enough good
works to reach God’s demand of perfection. We cannot do anything to remove our sins either.
Salvation is about our mindset. We must be willing to surrender everything to Jesus. We must
be ready to follow Him wholeheartedly. Salvation is a free gift because Jesus had paid the
cost of sins for us. In response, the Lord asks us give up everything for Him.
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