R—EEMVE E A Different Kind of King 3/24/24
EEhnfE= Luke 19:28-40

5]& INTRODUCTION

We celebrate Palm Sunday today. On this day, a crowd welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem by laying
palm branches on the road. He entered the holy city the last time on His way to the cross. The
crowd treated Jesus like their king. What comes to your mind when you think of kings? They are
powerful people who live a different life. Palace is their home. They have officials to serve them
and guards to protect them. Not too long ago there was a “king” in Hong Kong as well. Mr.
Tsou-choi Tsang carried that title even though he was not a real king. He stated that his family
used to be a big landlord. When he read some documents left by his ancestors, he found out that
his clan owned most of land in Kowloon. He asked the government to return the land to him. No
one paid attention to his claim, thinking that he had some mental issues. To vent his frustration,
Mr. Tsang started writing graffiti everywhere saying that he was a landlord. Soon afterward, he
was coined the “King of Kowloon.” After Mr. Tsang passed away in 2007, the government
recognized his works as a valuable history of Hong Kong. There was a different King in the
Bible. He is our Lord Jesus Christ. People in Jesus’ time wondered if He was just a great teacher,
a prophet or indeed the Savior prophesied in the Old Testament. The way people saw Jesus
determined how they dealt with Him. The same is true today. Some people think that Jesus was
the founder of a religion, a wonderful moral example or just a fictional character in a fairy tale.
But we should not perceive Jesus as the person we want. Rather, we must receive Him as the
King He is.

i€ EXPLANATION
1. & T LS Arrival of the King

On that day, people prepared for the arrival of the King. Luke gives us some background.
Bethphage and Bethany are located about two miles to the east of Jerusalem. While Jesus was
passing through the area, He asked the disciples to get a little donkey for Him. At that time,
people borrowed or rented an animal as a means of transportation. It is like we get a taxi or Uber
ride. Notice that Jesus gave some details about the colt to His disciples — where to find it, it was
tied up, it had never been ridden and the reaction of the owner. Everything turned out exactly the
way Jesus described it. It is yet another proof that Jesus is the all-knowing God. But why did
Jesus need a ride when He could continue to walk? Matthew 21:4-5 tell us the answer — 4 This
took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a
beast of burden.””” Matthew is quoting Zechariah 9:9. The prophet wrote that some 500 years
before Jesus. He foretold the coming of a righteous King of Israel on the back of a colt. His
arrival would bring salvation to His people. Everything happened just as God said. Specific
prophecies like that about Jesus are spread out in the Old Testament. For example, Jesus would
be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14), born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2), come from the line of King
David (Jeremiah 23:5-6), etc. Jesus could have picked which donkey to borrow but an unborn
baby cannot choose his family. God had planned everything in advance! Jesus is the Messiah
promised in the Bible. God does not do things in random. He created you, and He has a purpose



for your life too. He wants you to know Him, receive Him and follow Him. His goal is to use
your life for His glory, much like Jesus used the colt. It is more fitting for a king to ride on a
horse. It is a strong and muscular animal that can run fast in a battle. Can you imagine Jesus
strolling slowly on a little donkey? It looks more like a retiree driving a simple Japanese sedan.
The car serves the purpose, but it is nothing attractive. That was the image Jesus portrayed here.
He did not appear as a flashy and fearsome warrior. But He came as a humble and gentle servant.
The colt had no idea who was riding on its back. Later, the crowd gave Jesus a warm welcome.
All the cheers and joy were not for the colt, but for the person sitting on it. There are some
important spiritual lessons here. We love to receive recognition for our success. Perhaps some
praise, a pat on the shoulder or even an award in a ceremony. As Christians, we should not forget
whom we serve. If we do things only for ourselves, we will get frustrated when we do not get the
results we hope for. If we do things for others to see, we will be upset if there is no applause. We
will be discouraged when there is criticism. We need to do right things with a right mindset.
Once a seminary professor walked through the campus. He stopped and chatted with a janitor: “I
always want to thank you for keeping everything clean and tidy.” The man replied without
thinking: “I appreciate that. But I can tell you all that I do is for the Lord.” There is no job too
small if we do it wholeheartedly for God. Age is not a limit either! That little colt carried Jesus
into Jerusalem. Many kids in our church help wipe tables and wash dishes after meals. They are
our examples of faithful service. Think of those children and remember the colt next time when
you feel overwhelmed or under-appreciated. God is watching even when no one is keeping the
score. Everything we do is to serve our King. There will be sweat and even tears, but there will
definitely be joy when our hearts are right.

2. BT =¥ Approval of the King

The disciples prepared for the arrival of the King. They brought the colt to Jesus, put clothes on
it as a saddle and let Jesus sit on it. Next, we see the approval of the King by the crowd. Why did
they gather there? The context tells us that they came to celebrate the Passover. It was a major
festival where the Jews traveled back to the temple to observe. On that day, they lined up along
the road outside Jerusalem to welcome Jesus. Verse 37 describes: ...the whole multitude of his
disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had
seen. They praised God because of the “might works” they saw Jesus did. He restored the
eyesight of blind people, cured lepers, cast out demons and even brought a few persons back to
life from dead. All that miraculous power caused people to think perhaps Jesus was the Messiah
promised in the Old Testament. Other gospels record that the crowd shouted “Hosanna!” The
word means “come save us.” People also spread clothes and palm branches on the road for the
colt to walk over. That is how we derive the name “Palm Sunday.” It is similar to a red-carpet
reception for a celebrity. People cheer and clap, with their hands stretched out for a handshake
and cameras are flashing. Verse 38 tells us that people cried out to Jesus: ...“Blessed is the King
who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” This is a quote
from Psalm 118:26. The picture is a king leading people to the temple for a celebration, possibly
after a victory in battle. People acknowledged Jesus as the King sent by God. They were hoping
that Jesus would bring peace and glory. They knew Jesus’ background. Although He was the son
of a carpenter, He was also a descendant of King David. They expected Jesus to succeed the
throne of David, and most importantly, to revive the glory of Israel. It could not have been a
more appropriate time to hail for their king when the Passover was getting near. God asked their



ancestors to set up the Passover the night when He rescued them out of Egypt. God delivered
them from slavery by defeating the mighty Egyptian army. Eventually, God took His people into
Canaan and made them into a new nation. The crowd at Jerusalem hoped that Jesus would do the
same things for them. It would be great if He could use supernatural power to start a revolution
and overthrow the Roman government. They could be liberated from the oppression of those
foreigners. Jesus came to be the King, but not the kind of king people had in mind. He would set
up a Kingdom, but His goal was not to rebuild Israel. His Kingdom is not political in nature, but
spiritual. It is not earthly, but eternal. Jesus would conquer enemies, not through a military force
but by His death. The peace He brings us is not between nations. It is between us and God. We
are separated from the Father due to our sins. Jesus’ death paid the penalty of our sins. Those
who put their trust in the Lord by faith are reconciled with the Father. Today what kind of King
people expect Jesus to be? How would people receive Him if He shows up on Beale Street? Will
they react with joy and excitement, or fear and regret? Perhaps some people do not even bother
to meet Him. They are too busy with their own business. Jesus did not only come to be the King
of Israel and the King of Heaven. He also came to be the King of your heart. He can overcome
your issues. But He is not your servant, consultant and problem-solver. He came to solve our
spiritual problem. He calls us to surrender to Him and make Him our King.

3. BT #5E Denial of the King

While the crowd was expressing joy and praise to God, a handful of people were upset. The
Pharisees showed their denial of the King. In the gospels, those religious leaders always play the
party-crashers when people were happy for Jesus’ works. Listen to their conversation with Jesus
in verses 39-40: 39 ...“Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if these
were silent, the very stones would cry out.” The Pharisees were annoyed to see the crowd’s
approval of Jesus. It was possible that they were afraid that the Romans might misinterpret the
commotion as a call for a revolution. Those rulers might use force to suppress the Jews to
prevent them from electing their own king. But aside from the political reason, the Pharisees
were simply jealous of Jesus’ popularity. They also saw Jesus as a threat to their social status and
their religious enterprise. Unlike other rabbis, Jesus did not go through the normal pattern to rise
to His fame. He was not trained in a synagogue. He did not wear any fancy robe. He did not even
hang out in the temple. Rather, He spent time traveling around to share the gospel. He taught
with authority. He approached poor and sick people. Jesus openly rebuked the religious leaders
for their hypocrisy. They taught the Law and they enforced the Law, but they did not practice the
Law. They looked religious on the outside but they were far from godly on the inside. Therefore,
they hated Jesus more for judging them. They could not reason with Jesus, and so they tried to
silent Him. Sounds familiar? We see the same situation in the political arena today. Some people
in power do not want to engage in a rational debate, because they cannot come up with many
reasonable arguments. Therefore, they take away others’ right to speak. Similarly, some people
will not stay neutral to Christianity. They will not say: “Believe whatever you want to. That’s
your choice.” Rather, they will try to take away people’s religious freedom. God’s truth is
intimidating to them because it discloses their lies. As Christians, we should be ready to stand up
for the truth and be ready to suffer for it. We need to be gentle but bold. People may not accept
us because they cannot tolerate what we believe. But eventually God’s truth will prevail. Jesus
told the Pharisees that even if the crowd stayed quiet, the stones would pour out praises. That
reminds me of Psalm 19:1-2 — | The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above



proclaims his handiwork. 2 Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.
The Creator speaks through His creation. God keeps conveying messages to us like artists
communicating with their audience through their works. He is the Lord of beauty, order,
harmony and power. Every sunrise and sunset portrays different array of colors. The birds and
beasts, the wind and waves together play a symphony of praise to God. We are often drowned by
noise from the traffic, people around us and our phones. We need to take time off so that we can
listen to God. You do not even have to go anywhere. Just get up fifteen minutes earlier every
morning. Quiet yourself before God, and hear the chirping of birds and buzzing of bugs outside.
Then utter words of praise to God. Your time spent with alone God will set the tone for the rest
of your day. The Pharisees were mad about Jesus because He was not their type of teachers.
Brothers and sisters: is there a Pharisee in you too? Do you find opportunities to encourage
others, or do you try to find fault in them? Do you compliment others for their good works, or do
you like to complain because they do not do things your way? Deep down inside, do you feel
envious because the spotlight is on them, not on you? Do not let any sour feeling brew in your
heart! But let God’s love and grace fill you up. If you think praising people would make them
prideful, then just thank God. The key is that people get to know Jesus through what we do.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

Do not perceive Jesus as the person we want, but receive Him as the King He is. Jesus got His
fifteen-minute fame that day. People went back to their business after the fanfare faded away.
Jesus knew that the Jews did not intend to put Him on a throne. He understood that He came as a
different kind of King. The road to glory must pass through suffering. The crowd cried out “Hail
Him!” on that Sunday. But on the Friday of the same week, they shouted “Nail Him!” Jesus was
arrested and beaten. Soldiers put thorns as a crown on His head. They mocked Him, saying:
“Hail, King of the Jews!” (Mark 15:18) Pilate, the governor, asked the crowd after declaring
Jesus as innocent: “Do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?”” (John 18:39) They
insisted that they preferred a rebel. Pilate had no choice but to send Jesus to the cross. There was
a sign above Jesus’ head, on which was written the “crime” He committed: “This is the King of
the Jews.” (Luke 23:38) Jesus came to be a King, and He died as a King. No one could imagine
their King would die in such a horrible and shameful way. That reminds me of the song “Servant
King.” Part of the lyrics read: “From heav’n You came, helpless Babe. Entered our world, Your
glory veiled; Not to be served but to serve. And give Your life that we might live. This is our
God, the Servant King. He calls us now to follow Him. To bring our lives as a daily offering, of
worship to the Servant King.” This King does not only ask us to know Him and accept Him. But
also to identify with Him and to serve Him.



K—1£0VE F A Different Kind of King 3/24/24
IR Luke 19:28-40

5]& INTRODUCTION

S REGHAEER - A—K > AFHERS Lol Bttt - A EEHS Ak A RS EsHY
2o MR —IOEABEROE A48 - BN HRER A Py = —H¢ - EIREE]
A LR r GBI ? (LT AIRA - BEAENAE - EEEMMNE - i
MAEBREMF > AFEerEtf - Az ST ERE—r "B, -

S S AR A AEER T - BEAAMR R EIERYE o MER ARG G &AM T - Eih
BRI MY — LSRR > SR URERY KB AT R AR IR Y - {22
KUt ERrg st - (2 ABMf - SRR MBI A RS - & 73RO THA N
FAERIEEIRENS - SECEME - A& - MBS TILBET - 2007 FE 5 5
A EtErg - BUF RS EITE e &R SR ay—8 0y - &P H (I AENEE -
IR EHRAREE o APHFE A FIREERR AR S R — AL EARHYERT ~ Jekl - B
HEE BT SR E - AfTERIRERAY T ZURE T IS RHEAVRERE - 5K
R - A G AERETRZEVRMEA ~ iy E s e R E i s T Hy
FEfE AP o (HIKIA FERZ R AR R P MR B TPy AP - T EE A R L -

fiZ¥E EXPLANATION
1. & T E5KEE Arrival of the King

AR - AP E THIREREE A - BN —er & - RAHMERE R
HRRE RS ARSI SL B » S AP ARCOEAN ARy - thas P e —BREE T - &0 > AfIE
A HENPIE Rz il T A, - it MAAE A2 EE B Uber — A5 » BRIETE > HRfR 1A
FIRERRAL T A BEACVCERE Ty —LE4HED © EWRE AT DLk B - Hhrabesle - et
i > DUREANRYSE o —DIRIEEREBAABERFr Ay — B¢ o B REEIHIRIR S i
PR R - (B2 - HRfRa] DAEAEE RS » Ry (T AR AL B T 7 B AHE T 21:4-5
TR MTEZE 4 BEERGLEEERICHAEE > & 0 5 T EHHETHIERS TE
R > IR AR - SRR > MR Wi T o o0 BRSIAT
el EEEE 9:9 - SeRIERRER IR 500 EZRTHAEE - S L AFmAILIES]
A LR —VCEEEZK - AR EIRR TR » — DB I AR fvE A T - B HRER
TS E BT ER ARG - B4 - ARAREBE LA (LIRS 7:14) > HAAE
EFMAL (SRS 5:2) > BRELHERS (ARFPKE 23:5-6) - FE - ARGk A DU
B —UCEE 1~ - (BRI AERYBE SRR A ZUE - B R CIE—VIEETET T |
A ik 2 BE &L T R PAHYSIER o » MTEAC SRS - MBS TR > HIAHIRAYAZE
A —{E HAE o (S IRegat - BE2A - BRPEf - Ay HARE Z A IRAY AR dn Aok



At > LR AR CE BRS¢ o —fRAER - B TEAERS BEERUE S - 2RI - Al
SR EERVENY) - Al DIERES BV - (REE RGN IR G 2 — SR 1882017 2 (BP
BEARGE LR R A LR — W B 0 ASeE - T2 EmHEY - HEF
FEHR - IERUEANARPT RIS - HIBEREARA G —(EEEHVEL » 2Bk
BLEDRSFRHIEEN » R T A RIERER LHE - Bk - BEREGTECIERER - FraHy
BRI A2 R T EER T - 12 T BRI A - EEA —LEENEEH
sl - M= EAMAIREE - T — S - HinEh - &2 2mMatnss
B - fERAVERE - RPIAZTEERMRENVESR - REAMAKECIEE > &
A TEIARVEIRE M RE S REDE R - MR MG NEE [R5
WM EERGHE o BE2FELET - JMItEIon o FAMIFEE LUIEMER O AR I
E - H—R > — (LSRR ERGERIE © fF T —FR TR - —
B RGE RORS — UIRZ03 3 - AME AN SRS - T S RaIsE) - B3
ALK > Ay — VIR R T E o ) HEERME 2B R - JAEA
SIFEA R IERY » FEATAZIRE] | APV NS AL AR A A RS % - Mg
HET 2 22 TR R ITIR A T AIE0E » MRS OIRBAVTRSEE - T RE R
FIEBREEHNGE PTG - Az T sC EA R T - B2 A NEE
IRENfTH > —EEgete - BMIFTE—UEE A TIRERMNE - RMEET
Ko BEGHERK  HERMEVORRIELER - sl —EgHF=4 -

2. BT =Z#0l Approval of the King

FIRELEG B A ARER - A FIE/ NEEZE AR AT > SRR EIME B A&
iRy B o #E TN IMEEIE L2 RERAVEA - i R R ? BT
SR - PR AR E LAY o AL R ARYERETH - A FR R H R
B - AR - MM HERB B RS s My s _CANREAR AR - 25 37 Gtk - R IREAFT

Rampy—V) 5 > BV - R TE - MR RE AR ERAY BRI <1 -

A EHET-IRAER T > BEREmAE A > BR > EZEHE L EESLEA: - S H AR
THENFIRE R AR AR a4 T AT RES TR o - HeAhima S acask - BRI T Al
HG | o EETAYERE T ACKERMT ) o AMTEER Bl BRI, - b
B - ERlE THEEER ) EEAFERIHK o B G R BEE A - A
B S (R FEERE T S RPEAE - 55 38 Bidaidk( - AM=rHR#REx

L PRI T REEREN | ER EANY EESZRAROL - o M
BT IHER 118:26 « JMESRE—rE EWE MR ERE O AR EF TR
Z1% o NIFIEREREHZEBHE T o M7 SEHREREERT AR P ELS8E - ff] 1 %
HRERAI S A AT 5« BEPRMMLEARIERY 57 - (B2 K AR © MFIIEFERER
R R T > FEEAE - HELIOYIRSGE - MM Ea R ETSEIT s fB T
N > FS R i be e HHRFi: o FHIp It MIH R E SRR T HE 5 R AR R e s 17 Ak
BT o T HRRHIR KRR > A PIPEDU THRRHHZR » Bed& - M ST B A2

6



B o EEAPIRC R —(EHTHIE R - HRRS S BRE R A AL AR 0 Rt M E R A 2515
WIRAAE RS H AT Bk gy - HERIZESBURT > Ry 1 - MLMIE =T EARES D
FEANRYBRIE RS - AREREZEAREE » (HAE AL e AR E - i1 —
{E LB - Bty BN R EELLES] - VBN ZBUSTERY > ME2EEN - EAE
By > AR » ISREEAREA > ~AEEBEETE > MEEBEHHIE - 4
e MBI B ER ZHIRY - TR BAPIRIHZ ERY - R EAMAIIE - MR
AP - HEERAVILIEE T BAPISEAVIAST < AEEIE(E S5 EAY AGERE LR ALY
SR > NFIFASEESERE R AR L 2 ARt 3RAE A IRy i ofu s - AP anfa]
PR 2 MY S ER SR E - BEREAER ? tirEE NEEMEER
o MFTRICI B CHE T - BBk L2 EFINEMR B E - AR A RO
FEYE ot A DU IRIREE - (EHAZIRAVEEA ~ B EEF - HIAR Ry 7R3
FEEEAYRTRE o ARG TAPIEAR A - (EA s R PRy £ -

3. BT #47E Denial of the King

ERREREERNESER > AV BAREA S - ENEAGEEL - E£ES
=0 B A RHCEREIE R REI RS > AR B ZE TR - TRt
5 39-40 G ELRRERAYETEE ¢ 39 WA A & EVEAE ABERERER T T IR
FYPTREIE | 40 HEARER * " W&EFIRMT - B2 MMIPACAER - 15 A B O I
A e AR B FIRE SOECHRREREEDKOR - MLMIE T8 L S A AT AE DUR B R
gy o AlEguaE G AR - HIEMFIHEER A O T - HER T
JARZRZIN » TEMEE AZ P AN ERE RIS - MFT 2 R RR SR AL FIHY 14 & i
SRR R, - BLEATIEEATE - ARERID 2 A BB IR RV R ES 2E -
L E R E 2B R - A FERIRA - thE 2R IR EER -
HRER 52 P (EAE T - HAVECER SN - ST E s AR A - HEER AR R R
FH R E R - MBERALTEE - BB Cal A EEEE - 1R
T EEREAARE S HAC AR © NEL > PR IR ERALEFALF - ik
HRfkagE sy - pr A MEAE 2 EAY - ESEFRE GG ? 5 KRIEMEEUESE
& LETIFERAEN - AEEREE NIRRT - N st 2 0a
HEAYEmAL o AL - AR R AREEEEREA] - Ak - FEAANGEEEE MR
3L o A FIAEER T IREES R E (T - AR IRAEERE o ) T SE R A
HSREE - RV EEREMIRE - RATRE T MHES - (ERAERE > M
JERZ BRI H > W Rl - TR RS EEREE - APIRTREA 523Kk
- N R FEA R Z MR E M - EaAH ARG EE o MRS THEFEA
SREEER AL > OBt &SRS - SR PSR 19:1-2 - 1 S5 RAIGER tHH 5=

W SEESGMATE - 2 BEHFAH#HERE - SERFHMRELRE - EYEE
A RISAGHESE - AR R M EENE > SR E B (F R SO —
B o (UESERE ~ BRFp ~ AEEBNEZ X - B RAVH WA HFH 2R A FEAY &



¥ o B BUR—IEEZESSE S B - TR R - MBI TR e S
& o RMTREACRHERTEES - MEEAFER LM - FRE ERE+T
STSERRAILAT o AR AR N2 > HeEES NI S &R T HYILAE o 280& LIGESE A fHi[E]
M o IRERFH R YR IR 2L R — BRI« JAFIEE ASHHRIRIRA SR > IR R B AR
AR MATAVERAYEED © 55U - RIS NGO E T (EEFEANE ? IRE
SSRGS - EEEHRARASER 7 g G AR ORI > BE
R TZ IR IRE G 2SS A = 8 2 IR LA S R EIRE - IR RO EE
FIAE L MABIERE b2 NEEARIYEEIE AR IR L | SRy 2 R
FERlR o ARIREE R E R A E (A MRS - B R (il - ERE A8
EPATPATEEYSAE TR AR AR AR -

&%zm CONCLUSION

HAPIA FERZ R AL ER AL R BT E FEY A) » MR B2t Ry £ - HEERAEAR—KI&
& 7 HITHEEER o BMRRPE#HR 0 AFIEEIE CAYTEST » ARERAIER K A2
B REMES LA - AR HAE R R — LA — VB L - EESREBAYER L
RS o FEASE IR AR - T Rt | - (EERE—ER R > A TAl
=l TS | HEERRR G A T o e PHERE EAEE B EE T -
st - AR E o R AR | (FAIEE 15:18) A 22 S AT AL Ak fi
JE1% > MORERGR 1 IR IRTRORE AARY T0E 2 ) (KYERfEE 18:39) Ath{f
EXFFEE R —(ERE AU - (L2 A e - LA AR R BT A8 o HIAREH_EL
B—8RET > EEREEMATIEAY T IRT L T ERE AL - (BEIIEE

23:38) HSERAE EN GG - WAE EARESEE - 14A RSB G M Eg
Lt v eIz RcH B AL E - SRR T (WEEE L) EEW - SnPGIEs
o TERAS AT BECRE T OAL  SRERECIREA - IR ES K

A4 e iR WEEE T AR > FEERE A EEC - BFFE
IrEEE L - | BEE T AEERIAMTEEEANL R Z A o At BRI B AthEE [F] 3
IS U



