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INTRODUCTION 2|2

This Saturday will be the first day of the Chinese New Year. It is a time of celebration, even
though there is not much festivity in this city. When I was a kid, mom would cook special food
during this time of the year. I had no idea when she bought the ingredients and when she
prepared them. Those dishes just appeared on the dining table like gifts popped up under a
Christmas tree. Besides food, some parents will buy new clothes and new shoes for their
children. Of course, what kids love the most are red-envelopes. Even American-born youngsters
know how to ask for them. They will greet older folks by saying: “Wish you wealthy! Give me
money!” It is a tradition to wish each other good fortune during the Chinese New Year. We hope
people will be richer and healthier, and have better grades or career. It is encouraging to
receiving blessings. The passage today is about God’s blessings to people. At that time, the
Israelites were about to enter Canaan after 40 years of wandering in the wilderness. Their
ancestors were slaves in Egypt for over 400 years. God wanted to bless His people after they
took possession of the Promised Land. While they were about to enjoy a good life, they should
not forget where those blessings came from. The same reminder is for us Christians. God blesses
us first, and we should remember to bless Him back.

EXPLANATION fi#f2
1. The Content of God’s Blessings i {EHI AN A

Let us first consider the content of God’s blessings. I will highlight four of them from this
passage. I wish the same blessings will come to you.

A. Productivity EE41E

First, I hope that God will bless you with productivity in all you do. Look again at verse 4:
“Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground and the fruit of your cattle,
the increase of your herds and the young of your flock.” The Israelites lived in an agricultural
society several thousand years ago. Having more children means more manpower. That would
bring in a bigger harvest. Animals are the source of milk and fur. They can also be used to
exchange other goods. Besides, animals were offered as sacrifices to God. We have a very
different life today. However, we still work with our heads and our hands to generate wealth. We
do not raise livestock but some people invest in stocks. Most people do not keep cows and sheep
but they may have dogs and cats. Married couples make plans on how many kids to have. Based
on the Bible, children are blessings and not burdens. Children add much joy to families. People
look forward to the warm atmosphere and noise when family gathers in holidays and for
celebrations. Family, wealth and everything else are God’s blessings. Give thanks to Him when
you enjoy productivity.

B. Safety H{ A2



Second, I wish that God will bless you with safety. Read verse 6: “Blessed shall you be when
you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.” Back then people relied on themselves
to ensure safety. That was another benefit for having a large family. For example, in Genesis
Abraham sent a team of strong men to rescue Lot when he heard that his nephew was kidnapped
by some raiders. Also, people traveled with companions to watch over each other. The scene in
the parable of the Good Samaritan was common. Bad guys were ready to prey on people. Today,
we have concerns about the rising crime rate. We stay alert when going out. We remain at home
after dark. Robbers may not steal from your wallet but they steal from your bank accounts.
Scammers often come up with new tricks to cheat us. Besides thieves, we need to be aware of
aggressive drivers. Some people treat speed limits as suggestions. Running red light is notorious
in our city. Needless to say, we live in an unsafe world. We lock our doors and we are careful as
we go out. But we should not be overcome by fear. Ultimately, we put our trust in the Lord. He
will grant us safety no matter where we are. We travel with peace and we sleep soundly at night.

C. Stability EZErRIE

Next, [ pray that God will bless you with stability in the weather. Moses says in the first half of
verse 12: “The Lord will open to you his good treasury, the heavens, to give the rain to your land
in its season and to bless all the work of your hands...”” God promised His people to send them
rain at the right time. Remember that Israel is in a desert region in the Middle East. At that time,
farmers must rely on rain to water their crops. People and animals need water to survive too. A
prolonged drought can easily lead to a famine. Modern people are so used to having clean water
when they turn on the faucet, until the source is interrupted. Many of you had to boil water
before drinking it two weeks ago. Some people in smaller towns could not even get water
because their pipes burst under frozen temperature. Besides drinking, we need water for cooking
and cleaning. Businesses and industries depend on water too. A little disruption in water supply
should humble us. We pay the city government for water. But ultimately, water comes from God.
We should give thanks to Him for such a basis need in life.

D. Prosperity FA 5 &5

With everything working in harmony, I wish that God will bless you with prosperity. Listen to
the second half of verse 12: ““... And you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow.”
Money and materials are God’s blessings. You can lend to others only when you have excess. It
is a simple way to make a profit since Biblical times. Today, we put money in a bank or use it to
buy some valuable assets. God blesses us with prosperity. Having money is not a bad thing, but
hoarding money is. It can easily lead to greed, stinginess and selfishness. We should keep in
mind that God gives us the ability to make money. He blesses you a good health to work,
intelligence to make wise decisions, opportunities to invest and a sound finance and justice
system to protect your wealth. Give thanks to God for what you have. It is a good thing to enjoy
the fruit of your labor. You should not feel guilty to take your family to a nice dinner or to go on
a fancy vacation. Another two Biblical principles to keep in mind are contentment and
generosity. Be satisfied with all that God blesses you with, and be willing to share your resources
with those who are in need. God blesses us first so that we can in turn bless others.

2. The Conditions for God’s Blessings fH# 1@ 54



We said all along that God is the source of all blessings. Those benefits are the results of a
healthy relationship with God. After we studied the content of God’s blessings let us look at the
conditions for God’s blessings. There are four things the Israelites and we must keep in mind.

A. Receive God’s Words 322 fHEEEE

First, they had to receive God’s words. Verse 1 says “And if you faithfully obey the voice of the
Lord your God...” then God would bless them. The phrase “obey the voice” literally means
“hear the sound.” We tell little kids to listen to their parents and teachers. They prove to be good
listeners if they do accordingly. The Israelites had to do the same thing. God spoke through
Moses in this book. Moses words were authoritative because they came from God. We look for
an expert when we need advice on health, finance, academic and career. We follow their
instructions if we trust their words. We should have the same attitude when we study God’s
Word. The authority does not come from the Bible authors or any teacher. It comes from God,
the source of all truths. Certainly, people may misinterpret a passage. We must listen with
discernment. However, we will miss a lot if we shut our ears and conclude: “Nah, that’s just the
leader’s personal opinions.” God’s truth is crucial to our life. It is not some optional suggestions
for us to pick and choose. If you desire God’s blessings, then you must receive God’s words first.

B. Remember God’s Commands EC{EHY S

Besides receiving God’s words, the Israelites must also remember His commands. Moses told
them in verse 9 to ““...keep the commandments of the Lord your God...” The Hebrew word for
“keep” means to protect. The Israelites had to protect God’s commands in their mind like a
treasure. They sinned against God whenever they forgot His teaching. God gave them manna as a
food in the wilderness. Manna was like plant seeds. God told His people not to store up extra
manna. They did not listen. The manna turned bad overnight. God asked them to stock up
another portion on Fridays because they must rest on the Sabbaths. Some people went out to the
field on the Sabbath anyway, but they found nothing. The Israelites committed major sins later
when they failed to remember God’s commands. God then disciplined them. It does not matter
how much Bible we read and study. The more important thing is how much we remember. God’s
Word will strengthen our faith. The Lord promises to never leave us nor forsake us. God will
supply all that we need according to His riches in glory. He will also give us wisdom when we
ask Him. God’s peace will guard our hearts when we remember His commands.

C. Repeat God’s Instructions B & {HIFfym3If}

Thirdly, the Israelites must also repeat God’s instructions. Moses told them twice in verses 1 and
13 that they had to be “careful to do all his commandments.” They would be blessed if they
repeated what He said. God laid out the contrasting outcomes when they obeyed and disobeyed.
In the second half of this chapter, Moses told the Israelites all the curses that would come to them
if they rebelled against God. Those curses are simply the reverse of God’s blessings. For
example, rain will become a drought, abundance will turn into poverty, peaceful living in the
homeland compared to slavery in a foreign country. Unfortunately, those curses all came true
later. The Bible records God’s discipline to His people so that we can gain wisdom from their



failures. We should repeat God’s instructions and not repeat their ignorance. Jesus told us to seek
God’s Kingdom and righteousness first and not to worry about tomorrow. He asks us to store up
treasures in heaven and not on earth. The Bible also tells us to cast our burdens on God. He
wants us to experience His faithfulness. God will do what He says when we do all that He says.

D. Resolve to Follow God 7. Eil i[5 1T

The Israelites must receive God’s words, remember His commands and repeat His instructions.
Lastly, they had to resolve in their hearts to follow God. Moses urges them in verse 9 to “walk in
his ways.” The picture is to stay on a course in order to reach a destination. God’s people must
resolve to obey Him wholeheartedly. Given time, godly choices will become good habits.
Henceforth, good habits will form a noble character. We became believers when we committed
our lives to Jesus. We must resolve to follow Him in any situation. Selectively obedience is not
obedience at all. We should follow God’s instructions in our career and finance, in our family life
and parenting. We treat fellow Christians and non-believers alike with kindness. We obey God in
the church and the rest of the week outside of the church. If obedience to the Lord becomes our
goal, then God’s blessings will be a natural consequence. In another words, we should not worry
that God will not bless us if we resolve to put Him first. If we truly love God, then we will love
to listen to Him. Following God should be one-way street. There is no turning back.

CONCLUSION &E4

God blesses us first, and we should remember to bless Him back. We should not only focus on
God’s blessings but ignore the God who blesses us. We should not only want God’s presents but
does not want His presence in our life. God made the Israelites His own people. This close
relationship is the basis for His blessings. God also settled them in Canaan and gave them rest.
All those benefits point to the blessings we have in Jesus Christ. He saved us from our sins and
restored our relationship as God’s children. We also have peace through Jesus when we are
reconciled with the Father. God’s blessings to us are both physical and spiritual. In this Chinese
New Year, I wish you all the blessings from God. In particular, I wish you the blessing of eternal
life.



Fountain of Blessings &1 &5 2/4/24
Deuteronomy FHiEC 28:1-14

INTRODUCTION 5[&

EBENRHEREFNE K - B —(EEOHIRZ] - @EEENTIA KZHIE
HSRa o EHVNEHE: - B2 T EERESEE e M — R AR 'Y - B HIE
(IR E AP EEAT T - A BRI (R B (A Y - FREEEm (G BT 2828
R —RERAER R L - BT a2 FEREREEENRER - TR
e BN ST MRS BRI EALE o BRI AR AR R AL
- Mg E R TR | ALEER | BRI AEERE R -
MFREAFIEINES - EEFE - AEFHIREEEESE - BEZORE S NG - 5
REVEESIERET T ANHIOUE © S0 > DLES A LAV -HERIBR R - BIRAE A
A o A FIEIH AR KR T U ZEHIOGE o M AT R ASER T 2 Hif&
PR - & AR =2 SR AR AP FERL L E SRR - [H
BRAVIRRE B AN E IR EAE - M SLOHER > B s R -

EXPLANATION f#f&

1. The Content of God’s Blessings TR Z

BB HOHEIIAN S - FMIEETEIN(ESES - HZEEIPTETERRIR -
A. Productivity B ZE41E

Bt WAmEMOUEIREEAE - SFEES 461 RERTER > AR > iR

BT NEY > DURARE ~ 5575 0 PSR - ) TR IO NETRERELS - ¥
HESNZTEREEZHINT] - EREGHERIBRERTRE - ST E
YRR « It m U AR SR A &) - 15N » Bt R E SR aniRaE 1l - 5 RIK
FIRYAEIEIRE AL o 28000 > MR S TREE & - 'S

BRE NEERTE - REBAAGESE - He]geBaisE - S8R gt EE
AR (E T o IRIBEEL > T B OURIMTAERIE - LT TTREEWEIR TET 2% -

NFIEARF ABETA B OO S BN X N\ B R AR RS EFE T - K& ~ MENHEA—
VA E IS © B IRE ARy - R -

B. Safety Hi A2

F 0 FRAR IR ACEZE - 55385 6 €1 ¢ | IRt 52 1E - AEEE - o 0 - A
FIEEE CANER L 2 ~ EREA —EAREN S —(EiFRE - fla0 - £aItEEST -

5



HAFETSER A E T R EH LRI T - REMEIR—BGE T RER - 15> A
e ssHHERT - fEEs O HIRIE - FRESHns Atbm P ey 2 IRE 7 - AR
BT EITENRIN - 5K FTEAE EFFAVUIRREEHES - IFIIMNERF R E
15 - REBRERMEEZRAE - AL —EGRImaVEEE - M7 sEE iR Tik
o SEBRE N GEH TR COm AR Fe M - Br T IEb/IMarZ 5t - BME TR 2 EER
HBHAVEIE - AR EEIRGI R ida - ARMTEMET - BEDEE R AIEE
Y - fREEZA > FPIEIEE— (A LAt SR - P8 T - HPIRHER NG » B3R
IR e ORI S - 4% MG L - SERIMISEMR - HE g
g e TP PIR O S eim 2 EEES R -

C. Stability JEZEFRIE

PETR - SRR EEEFRIE - EEFEAEEE 12 ERYRT-FEMER " HOAIEE00 R IR R
EHVITE - PR AR IRAVRE B o FEIRT-EZATIY — D) B EEAIR. .. o | THFEET
HIAY T ERAE & AR &a I K - FEECE > DAESIALR FsRAY Vs - Al
5 > REDARSEN/KAGEERIEY) - ANEItHBE KA LS - RIIEZEE S
BT - WMARACEEE THTB/KEBRERTZFHY/K > BEPKIRER E - fiE
Al » 5% NVRSTRIZKER A REENT » — B EE/ N AEZTVK > RAE—SL/KE
FE/KHCRIE MR © PR T ZAN » TPTERE/KACEIRANE R » SRR R
FEUK o BE LKAy —BEREA 5 R (EHRAFIRR T N 2K » FAMTROKEGE BT - Bt
& RRARE 1 o BAIMERL Ry stk — (EEARHY A TG 7 22T R -

D. Prosperity A )5 & #E

o HIEEIERI o BRI SRR - B 12 SRR T R
TS EIR > ARSI IS - | SEREMTIE - REEERS
ORI » IR TSAERIA - BB LI » (SR BT - &
K > FFHESEE A SRTE RS — i - MRS - SRR
(BRS8N - CIRA SR - FERIER - RENETE  RRe
TP NAE ] « HUOURR » (E O R S A TIE - T B A Ay - 1
LS L (R e A SRR SRR - B RFrHES I B - =2 e
ST R TS - SRR\ ISR R A B 22 R (B A s » (R
WE TR, - 5 N (R T A R B SR RS - (M2 T A 40
IRE 1) > R U TR A ST SRR - W TR - BRI
Ao

2. The Conditions for God’s Blessings fH{ T {EH {4



P —EERHERTA OUERYIREE - 12 Sy e e B T (R R R (RAVAE R - FRMET5m
SEMUTENINER - PTG B ORI - BB Z IO AR FA TH
WHECERY ©

A. Receive God’s Words 352 fif/ s EsE

B M FIAREZ R EESE < 25 1 EER 1 (0E BRI eI EE — IRy EE. .
AL G R P o P2 NE T ZEE SRR RIS,  Q0RA P IEE L
HEE > BteE I MR R o DLESI At ARV - (B BRI {E
EEE L o EAYETT SN > A E R R B - BT EEE -
B~ BHloFCER R > MG = IRE S - WRLFIHEMFIAVEE - FfEE
TEMMIEVIER - BRI EHEVEERER - RMTEZ A FRVEE - EEFEESE
ERTYEE T TN » R E 1 HUZ PR HERAYIREE © &8 - ASiaETe shfig
—EREE o M A DIHBRE Y O R TS o 2800 > ARFRAMIPA_ B H R tH AS R -
NERERHEENEARRNE ) RMEHBERS - My EEERMEEE

FHES - TAE L a ftEPIEREIER - IREREEHHITOIE - suJE LRt
HYEE ©

B. Remember God’s Commands X {EfHIY 654

R T REZARYEEEE S > IS N ZHEC MR e < o BEPEAESS 9 B sl ith 22
" GESTHAIEE — (RORYEan . o A TS BEERE - DlEd AL
AR S E PR E —RiFacE L - BEMPTSECHRVECER > MMTisSee -
THER T AL MTUS U E R &) o UEURELEAEYIVAE T - Sty T RA G R
ERAVIEIL - A FIAEE o WU — R Z LR T - EORM M E R B UEE—(
NRMMT B EZ B HRE - FEAEL R H B E - Btk
£ o LLEF AR RySae iy e il 1 8 B ERYIE - NELE B - 3
o o S/ VR s BEZ/ VBT A RRER o BIIBIERMCE 720 - 1y
atnn IR E L - EREFFKEAGRBIEM - A EMEERM - gk
Ry S = BB MR R — V) - EBMEHITKE: - MiERGRMES - &
PP LY ahsEET - HH P g IRF MR -

C. Repeat God’s Instructions E5 5 fHIFYI 0

F=> LIEHIALHEE RIS o BEPGESS 1 EIA0ER 13 B i st -
IR TR T DU RER T ) o AIRMPTEE R AT AR » IR E S E
& o FYIH TR FHVEER - BELMMIRINEIR EANERR - FEARAR-FE o - BE
P& A S AR A 2 R 2 ZIRIRTA FEH - B S T2 MR DU a2 -
B > F/KEBEGEC T - EREENEES - NS VAR DS A R AL

7



& o AENE > EEEHRACHIE T - BEAECek 7 T IRAVE R - i3
RETEAM PRV TPIEISE 2 - TRMIERZ AR It - Ty~ 2 EE AR A FIR AR - BB
BRI e K BRI IR - AR BIARERE - BRI MHE SR
KA L o BB ST M E B EIGG Y - R ERMEEMHIEE -
AR HEAHATER A — V)R T > &gt Frai VAT -

D. Resolve to Follow God /(B fHI[E]1T

LLEH N AR ZHHEERE - SCEHTan< - BRI o efg - M mu 0
BRFH[EITT - EPEAESS O et " Ty | o AP EEE S Ry 7R EE H AT
HERFEIERS b o Y7 RVAPS L SE RN AL » RERF H - B Ay B & S plcr
HHE - Rt - BHHEER GRS At o B B CHYECEEaa IR
> FRMIBEE Ry TETE - IR OAE(EMIEDL MERELE 1T - BERIEAVIEARAR
AATENER - FMIERZALSESE ~ W ~ SR B I T LS 7 I E g (L)
i o FFTEEVEFERIIREEA A - WMMEZRGETENE - e — Ay H R
A M HEA G M E TR o AIRNERR T 5 R P IR H AL > AR Ot tERk 5 24
PSR4 T - #b)ahaR > ARFMTA OIEMBHE LR E AL - Pl TRt A 8 o
AEOERTT - AREMTEAVEM - RPIELEEECM - IREE e 2B TE -
/2 [BEHEES -

CONCLUSION %&34

fHESetiERA > M EZ O R o B A RZ UL E AR - Al2ES T
TEFAIHH - Pl R S ESRI RS - B TREAAYEIAE - FH(ELLEFT AL
REHCHTR - EEFEVIIIRE RS OTREAYELE o il e EAe i > (i
S8 - FrAESr S E R ERR A BT AR OUE © MR MIRE RS
PRRHE > AR T FAIE Rt 5L LCHIRR (5 o B TRMIEIRSCRIAry - FeMta] LiE
BAMIRIESP2 - MR MV OHEREAYE B8y > A EE BRY - FEIEHH—F
> PIHE RIS EHE —UI00E - TR Rl E RS EKAERTOUE -



