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5] INTRODUCTION

It is easier for people to get close to others who share similar characteristics. [ am an
introvert and a shy person by nature. If I attend a meeting alone, the first thing I do is to look
for somebody I know. If I find none, then I will see if there is any oriental face — Chinese,
Korean, Indian or whatever. If I still cannot get a hit, then I will look for other non-American
people. I will feel more comfortable to talk to someone who does not speak perfect English.
We are naturally drawn to people with common background. We welcome those who are
“my type” but keep a distance from people who are “other types.” That was exactly how the
Jews looked at others in the Biblical world. They called all non-Jewish people Gentiles,
meaning foreigners. But God sees people with a different perspective. To Him, there are only
believers and non-believers in the world. God’s hearts is to change seekers into His children.
As such, the gospel is both inclusive and exclusive. The Lord welcomes everyone to join His
family. But they can only get in through Jesus. The church is a microcosm of God’s family.
God’s work in the church is a major theme in this letter. Paul was writing to mostly Gentile
Christians in this letter. Paul told them that they were blessed. God gave them a new life
when they were still spiritually dead. He treated them the same as Jewish Christians. God
received both groups of believers into His family regardless of their background. He is doing
the same thing today. He sends us out to attract people from everywhere to join His big
family.

fiZfE EXPLANATION
1. FEEVESPET Brought Near by Christ (v. 11-13)

The Ephesian believers were blessed because they were brought near to God by Christ. In
verses 11-12, Paul uses seven phrases or words to describe their hopeless situation before
they were saved. First, there are some external barriers. In verse 11, we see the terms
“Gentiles” and “uncircumcised.” “Gentiles” was how the Jews called them. It is just like the
Cantonese address all western men as “ghost guys” because their eyes are lighter in color.
Unlike the Jews, Gentile males are not circumcised after they are born. It is a sign for the
Jews to show that they are in God’s covenant. Besides, in verse 12 Paul also says they were
“alienated from the commonwealth of Israel.” The Gentiles are excluded from certain
privileges that the Jews enjoy. For example, in Jesus’ time, a Gentile must be converted to a
Jew through circumcision before he could worship Jehovah. There was an outer court in the
temple for Gentiles to meet and worship God. Only the Jews could go further into the temple.
Perhaps you have that feeling of a second class citizen before. You go through an
immigration checkpoint when you travel by air from overseas. Permanent citizens will go to
one side of the lobby area. A custom officer may smile at them and say “Welcome home!”
There are other counters designated for non-residents. The agent puts on a poker-face and
asks them: “Why do you come to the U.S.?” The recipients of Paul’s letter were separated




from God not only because of the external barriers. There were also some internal barriers.
There are four other descriptions in verse 12. First, Paul says they were “separated from
Christ.” They knew nothing about the prophecy of the Messiah in the Old Testament. Then
they were also “strangers to the covenants of promise.” Since they did not know the Bible,
they were ignorant of the blessings that God had promised to Israel. Moreover, since the
Gentiles were outsiders, they had “no hope” and were “without God in the world.” They
did not know Jehovah. They might worship idols. Their hope was in this life, and nothing
else. Such a gloomy picture is turned 180 degrees as we come to verse 13: But now in Christ
Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. The true
separation is not between the Jews and the Gentiles, but between mankind and God. Every
person is isolated from God due to sin. The Jews are better than the Gentiles because they
have the Old Testament. But knowledge alone cannot save anyone. Only Jesus can save us.
He died for the sin of mankind. The cross is like a bridge that connects sinners to God.
Today, we are brought near to God in the same way. God saves you and He wants to save
others through you. The first place to share the gospel is very likely your home. Kids grow
up in a Christian family have certain privileges. They come to the church and hear Bible
stories. However, they must receive Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord like you did. We
must show them Biblical values at home through our actions. Then they know that the Bible
is relevant to life. When the right opportunity comes, help them make a decision to accept
Jesus. It is never too early! From your home, you should also tell people about God wherever
you go. That needs a lot of patience. Non-Christians do not live by God’s standard, they may
talk in a different language and they have a secular worldview. Do not look down on them as
if they were unforgiveable sinners. Remember you used to be that way too. God shows you
grace and you should show God’s grace to them. You can accept them without condoning
their values and actions. They need Jesus as much as you do.

2. SEFRVEM#E#4E Blended In through Christ (v. 14-18)

The Gentiles were brought near to God by Christ. But God’s purpose is bigger than saving
them. He intends to blend all the believers into one family through Christ. In this section,
Paul uses the word “hostility” to describe the relationship between the Jews and the Gentiles.
The Jews may hold onto their national pride and despise fellow Gentile believers. Jesus’
death did not only remove the penalty of sin. He also served as the mediator between the two
people groups. Look at verses 14-15: 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both
one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law
of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in
place of the two, so making peace. The Old Testament Law is like a wall that divides the two
sides. God gave the Law to the Jews as a rulebook to regulate their life. However, the Jews
turned it into a tool to discriminate against the Gentiles. It is like people who drive cars think
that they are more civilized than people who still travel on a carriage pulled by a horse.
Worse still, the Jews thought that they could earn salvation by obeying the Law. Jesus’ death
canceled out the man-made restrictions imposed by the Law. People can only be saved by
accepting Jesus and not by practicing the Law. Once Jesus was asked what the greatest
commandments in the Law were. He answered that the whole Law could be summarized into



two requirements: love God and love people. We are fulfilling the commands in the Jewish
Law if we keep those two principles. God’s idea is not to save the Gentiles and puts them in
a church by themselves. Nowadays there are African-American churches, Chinese churches
and Hispanic churches where people worship God in their particular culture and languages.
People feel more comfortable to mingle with believers of a similar background. But God’s
plan is to blend in the Jews and Gentiles to form one family. In God’s eyes there is only one
form of Christians — the born-again ones. Sadly, while God loves diversity, some people
prefer division. At one time, Peter and a few Jewish Christians were eating with some
Gentile believers. When Peter heard that some Jewish church leaders were coming, he
quickly left the table. Fellow Jewish Christians followed what Peter did. Peter was afraid that
those church officials might criticize him for mingling with Gentiles. Paul mentions the
incidence in Galatians 2:14 — But when [ saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth
of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and
not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?” Paul did not hesitate to
rebuke Peter for acting like a hypocrite. Peter was a Jew. He believed in his heart that there
was no difference between Jew and Gentile Christians. But in practice he drew a line with
the Gentiles because he tried to please other Jewish believers. There should be no distinction
between people of various background. God accepts everyone who comes to Him. In our
church we need to ask ourselves whether we are building a bridge or a wall with others. Do
we wholeheartedly welcome everyone who comes through our doors? Do not judge them by
their appearance. See them through God’s eyes. They are created in God’s image too. It does
not matter whether they are young or old, well-educated or less-educated, came from a big
city or a small village, and with a lot of hair or no hair. Our goal is to help blend everyone in
to God’s family.

3. FEEVEHY S Built Up in Christ (v. 19-22)

God intends to bring Jews and Gentiles near to Him by Christ. He also blends the two people
groups into one family. But God has a higher purpose. He plans to build this body of
believers up in Christ. Read verses 19-20: 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens,
but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone. Paul
uses a home and a house to illustrate this universal church God builds. A home is where a
family lives. Members love and accept each other, and they care for and support each other.
They work as a team toward common goals. Once became believers, Jews and Gentiles are
no long enemies but one family. Besides, a house is more than a building. It provides safety
against rain and wind. It also gives people security from intruders. But this house that God
builds is not an ordinary structure. Paul tells us that its foundation is the apostles and
prophets. They are both messengers of God. They received information from God, taught
people God’s truths and wrote down those contents to become the Bible. It is the basis for
our faith. Any church that faithfully teaches the Bible is a good church. Besides the
foundation, the cornerstone of this spiritual house is Jesus. People at that time put down a
cornerstone as they laid the foundation. That rock is a reference point for future structures.
Whether the floor would be level and the walls would be straight depend on that stone.



Likewise, our beliefs are solid only when we claim Jesus as our cornerstone. All false
doctrines have the same common errors. They have incorrect understanding of the identity
and works of Jesus. For example, some people claim that Jesus is just a good man, a
wonderful teacher and an excellent role-model. They say that Jesus died on the cross as an
example of love and sacrifice. But the Bible tells us that Jesus is the only true God. He died
to redeem us from sin. Salvation can only be found in Him. Jesus calls us to follow Him as
our Lord. That is a lifelong commitment. Our relationship with Jesus should continue to
grow. We increase our faith through daily Bible reading. In addition, God intends to build us
up together as one people in Christ. The church should be a dynamic entity. We are always
“Under Construction.” When we talk about growth it is not just about adding members. The
more important factors are our knowledge of God, our love for Him and our relationship with
each other. Whether you have joined this church for one year or ten years, are you still
actively growing? Do you have a constant hunger for God’s Word? We said earlier than a
church is God’s spiritual home. Do you see yourself as a member or a guest? Or do you just
come here to enjoy services such as food, child-care and Bible study lessons? Do you see
fellow brothers and sisters as family members? Do you care about their needs? Are you eager
to encourage others with God’s Word and offer practical help? Let us all contribute ourselves
to keep building this spiritual family up. God gives every believer spiritual gifts to serve in
the church. Do not remain idle, but use those talents God has given you to build others up. I
am sure the more you participate, the bigger the sense of belonging you will have. There will
be fewer complaints about the problems you see. Instead, there will be more involvement for
improvements. When you help others grow, you will grow at the same time. You will stop
acting like an outsider but you will see yourself as an insider.

45w CONCLUSION

The gospel is both inclusive and exclusive. We are brought near to God by Christ. We are
blended in to God’s family through Christ. We are also built up in Christ. It is all because of
what Jesus Christ did for us. If you have received Jesus into your heart by faith, then you are
saved. But that should not be the end of God’s work. The Lord wants you to pass on His
grace to others, so that more people will become part of His family. Imagine your new life in
Christ is a bag of cement. The outcomes of your life depend on what you use it to build. You
may feel secure if you use it to construct a wall. But at the same time, you will also block
other people out. Instead, you can make a bridge and initiate friendship with others. Then
you can connect others to Jesus. But God has a more beautiful goal in mind. He determines
to create a home out of all of us. It is a place where people from everywhere can experience
God’s love. It is a home where people not just call each other brothers and sisters, but truly
treat one another as family members. The question is: are you a part of this building project?
If so, do not be indifferent but make a difference. Let us turn our hostility into hospitality.
Resist segregation but link together as one congregation. At the end, people who come here
do not only believe in the same God, but they can also feel that they belong to the same
family.
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