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5]& INTRODUCTION

It is natural for people to like new things. You enjoy compliments when others notice that you
are wearing new clothes or using a new phone. Those who want to save money will shop for
used products. I often buy used books for my sons. After all, they only need those books for one
class. Between new and used items there is something called refurbished. Sellers restore old
products to the original appearance and functions. They look like brand-new but in fact they are
not. Some of you know that the car I drive has a rebuilt title on it. Apparently a tree landed on it
and crushed the top and windshields. The insurance company declared it totaled. A mechanic
bought it through auction, fixed it then sold it to me. Compared to buying a used car of similar
mileage, [ saved several thousand dollars. I was so excited to see the car when it was delivered to
my house. It was shiny inside and out. A few months into my ownership, I realized that it was
not new. Some minor functions stopped working. Worse still, it will leak under heavy rain. My
sons tease me often that I was cheated for buying a lemon. But despite those flaws, it is still a
great car to drive for many years. An old or damaged product can get a second life after a
reconditioning process. God gives us a bigger blessing when He saves us. He grants us a new
life! We look identical on the outside. But we are totally renewed on the inside. When we come
to the second chapter of Ephesians, Paul tells us the transition we go through from sinners to
saints. It is entirely God’s grace when He changed us from our old self to the new.

f#¥% EXPLANATION
1. (R REE#HR R Saved from Our Depravity

Paul begins by laying out the cold-hard facts. God saves us from our depravity. Paul nails it in
verse 1: And you were dead in the trespasses and sins. When we were sinners, we were not just
bad. We were spiritually dead! Even a three-year-old kid can tell the difference between life and
death. They know animals in the zoo are alive, whereas the meat in grocery stores are dead.
When we are in sin, we are dead to spiritual matters. We have no interest in thinking about God.
Here, Paul uses two words to describe our depravity. Many Christians know that “sins” means
missing the mark. It is like an archer shoots an arrow but it does not hit the bullseye. Then the
word “trespasses” means stepping over the boundary. We often see a sign that reads “no
trespassing” outside a vacant land. Anyone crossing the line will be considered as an intruder.
God declares it a sin when we fail to reach His standard of perfection and when we go beyond
His permissions. Due to our depravity, we have an inclination to sin. Paul continues to say in
verse 2: In which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of
the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience. We follow the
course of the world. It is like a train that will head toward wherever the track leads it to. The
secular world tells us to buy this and eat that, and accumulate this and enjoy that. That value
system is dictated the prince of the world, namely Satan. He rebels against God and he lures
people to join his camp. We buy into his lies because we like to make ourselves the boss. We do
not like others to tell us what we should and should not do — not even God! God warned Adam
and Eve: “Don’t eat that fruit or you will die.” But they reasoned: “We’ll become like God when
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we take a bite!” As a result, sin came into the world. We inherit that trait like a genetic disease
from our first parents. Because of that, we enjoy indulgence in sin. Read verse 3: Among whom
we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind,
and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. “Passions” and “desires” describe
our craving to commit sin. We can think of it as an addiction to stealing, gambling or playing
computer games. We all have different areas of weakness. It can be money, pride, greed or
something else. Satan surely knows how to attack us. Some of you may say: “What is the big
deal? We’re all imperfect. It is fine as long as I don’t hurt people.” The fact is that it may be
okay with us, but it is not okay with God. He will exercise His indictment of sin, whether in this
life or in eternity. We see the phrase “children of wrath” in verse 3. Our sins trigger God’s anger.
He loves us but He hates sins. Every parent can identify with that sentiment. We love our
children but we do not approve the wrong things they do. Kids may disobey in small ways but
grown-ups sin in major ways. We steal God’s glory and give credit to ourselves. Companies
cover up their negligence to save millions of dollars. We also hurt people’s hearts by breaking
promises and relationships. If we are being honest to ourselves, we will agree that we have done
many wicked things that only God and ourselves know. We sin in our deeds, speech and
thoughts. We will not realize how rich God’s grace is until we admit our depravity. God does not
save morally-good people, because there is none based on His standard. God only saves sinners.
We need God’s grace as much as criminals locked up in a jail. We may not commit the crimes
they did. The difference is that we sin in different ways. No one can be saved if God does not
show us mercy.

2. AN B ZE W R R Saved by God’s Generosity

We cannot and will not respond to God’s calling when we are in a state of depravity. But God
shows us mercy when we are dead in sin. He saved us by His generosity. Paul describes in verses
4-5: 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ... God gives us grace
when we are yet ignorant of our spiritual condition. His love is much greater than our sympathy
toward needy people or strayed animals. God does not donate money and food to the charity. He
does not volunteer Himself to serve in a shelter. He did something only He could do. He infuses
new life into our dead souls. Paul says that God made us alive together with Christ. We received
a new life to our dead soul much like Jesus was raised from the dead. We often refer to Romans
6:4 when there is a baptism: We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life. We are saved by the grace of God, and not by the water. Baptism candidates use
the ceremony to proclaim their faith. The sequence of going into and coming out from the water
symbolizes our identification with Jesus in His death, burial and resurrection. When we received
Jesus, it was as if we went back to 2,000 years ago and died with Him. At that time, the Jewish
religious leaders, Roman officials and followers of Jesus all witnessed Jesus’ death on the cross.
His resurrection was a fact as much as His death was a real death. When He rose from the dead,
believers also rose with Him in their new life. The blessings are two-fold — their sins are
forgiven, and they are liberated from the bondage of sin. God does not resuscitate patients who
stop breathing or whose hearts stop beating. He resurrected sinners together with Jesus! God’s
generosity does not stop at giving us a new life. Paul continues in verse 6: And raised us up with
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. God raised us from our



spiritual dead, and He put us together with Jesus in heaven. The Bible says Jesus sat on the right
side of the Father after He went back to heaven. To the Jews, the right side is an honorable
position. Jesus does not sit there and stare at His phone all day. He rules as King, and He prays to
the Father on our behalf. Our seats in heaven will not be the same as Jesus’ seat. He is our King
and we are His servants. But it means that God has reserved a spot for every believer. Nowadays,
it is common for airlines to put some passengers on a standby status. They wait anxiously at the
gate, not knowing when they can get on a plane. They will be excited when a ticket agent calls
their names. They get their seats on the flight. They can go to their destination. Those who are in
Jesus do not have to wait in line. Their seats in heaven are confirmed. Their status will not
change no matter what they may go through in life. Brothers and sisters: do you live in fear that
God may kick you out from your seat? Don’t be! Once we are saved, we are forever saved. Do
you cherish your place in God’s Kingdom? Do you thank God daily for His saving grace? Are
you aware of your new life in Jesus? Or are you still dragged by Satan to commit sin whenever
he entices you? We will be defeated if we rely on our own strength. Instead, we must tap into
God’s immense power. Do not live like a piece of dead meat! God had raised us up together with
Christ. Submit yourself to God and let Him charge up His resurrected power in you.

3. B HHRYZESFENTERL Saved for God’s Majesty

God saved us from our depravity. He saved us by His generosity. But there is a greater purpose
for His grace. Paul goes on and tells us that God saved also us for His majesty. Look at verse 7:
So that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus. God’s majesty is demonstrated when He bestows great mercy to us
undeserved sinners. Through Jesus’ sacrifice, the Father redeems us and imposes great wealth to
us. People throughout the ages will marvel at God’s majestic work. Jesus is the only path through
whom people can be saved. Verses 8-9 are well-known to most Christians: 8 For by grace you
have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result
of works, so that no one may boast. God saves us not because of what we do, but it is because of
what Jesus did. Paul uses the comparison of gift versus work to illustrate it. A gift is something
you freely receive. You will insult the giver if you ask how much you should pay, or what favor
you should offer in return. The proper response is a sincere thanks. In comparison, a wage is
something you work toward. You expect a return based on your effort. You do not need to thank
your boss when you get a paycheck. You earn it with your time and sweat! Salvation is God’s
gift and not our work. But some Christians may argue: “But I need to exercise my faith. [ won’t
be saved if I don’t believe.” Paul clarifies the matter by saying “this is not your own doing.”
Based on the grammar in the Greek text, “this” points to both grace and faith. We used to be
dead in sin. We cannot respond to God’s calling unless He gives us a new life. It is God who
causes us to say “yes” when a Christian shares the gospel with us. Therefore, we must pray that
God will work in people’s hearts as we introduce Jesus to them. No one can take the credit for a
saved soul. However, God’s display of majesty does not stop at our conversion from sinners to
saints. Paul continues to say in verse 10: For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. We are not saved by
doing good works; but we are saved for doing good works. God redeemed us to become His
precious masterpieces. God wants our life to reflect His majesty. Some people put on a uniform
when they leave home for work. Others know which company they work for when they see the
logo. Most believers do not wear a shirt with big letters at the front that read “I am a Christian.”



God does not put a halo on our heads either. People cannot see your faith until they see your
actions. We had a winter storm a week ago. At least two church families I knew of lost power.
Quite a few brothers and sisters showed their love by offering help. That is faith in action! We
should not only talk love, we need to practice love too. God puts you in a unique place to witness
His majesty to the people around you. Your classmates, neighbors and colleagues need to see
God in you. For example, will you continue to work when your boss takes off early? Will you
show respect to government leaders when others criticize them? Are accumulating wealth, using
luxurious goods and sending kids to renowned colleges your only life goals? If you mentality are
the same as the secular world’s, then why should people come to know your God? But when
people see your good works, they will be eager to attend church when you invite them. Good
works are not the roots for our salvation. But good works should be the fruits of our salvation.
Becoming a Christian is not just about going to heaven in the future. We need to start living like
God’s children when we are still in this world.

4&5m CONCLUSION

It is entirely God’s grace when He changed us from our old self to the new. I told the story
behind my car at the beginning. There is an amazing story about another car. It is a 1965 classic.
A man drove the automobile for 20 years before he sold it reluctantly because money was tight
in the family. Many years later, he became a grandpa. One day, his two sons shared their
memories about sitting in the car. An idea popped up in their mind: what if they can find dad’s
car and give it back to him? Their goal was not to find a similar car. They wanted to locate the
very car their father used to own. Lo and behold, an agent was able to track down the car based
on its identification number. When one of the sons contacted the owner, he was told that it was
just sold to someone in Canada. The two men did not give up. Sometime later, they did an online
search based the year and model of the car. The first listing was their father’s car! They called
the dealer, confirmed the identification number and bought it over the phone. The dad was
greatly surprised when he saw the car. He could not believe that it still existed after so many
years. An old machine was now given a new life and it was returned to the original owner. God
sees us much more precious than an antique car. We are His children. Our Heavenly Father sent
Jesus to redeem us. He grants us a new life. He claims ownership of us all over again. We are
back to God’s family. From then on we belong to Him.
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