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5] INTRODUCTION

Knowledge is power. What you know should affect how you act. A story was told about
flight delays at an airport due to bad weather. We had lots of that the past few days. Counter
agents were busy helping passengers rebook their trips. Suddenly a man stomped to the front.
“I must get on this plane,” he said, “Or I’ll be late for my meeting!” The airline personnel
tried to calm the man. “Sir, I’d be glad to help you as much as we can. However, | have to
serve the people in line first.” The person then raised his voice to make sure that everyone
hear him: “Don’t you know who I am?” The agent grabbed the microphone and announced:
“May I have your attention please. There’s a gentleman at Gate 13 who forgets who he is.
Please come forward if you can help identify him.” It is important to know who we are. In
this passage, Paul tells us that it is even more important to know who God is. He saves us
with abundant grace. Last week we mentioned that believers are selected by the Father, saved
by the Son and sealed by the Holy Spirit. Paul encourages the Ephesian believers after he
elaborates those truths. He says in 1:15-16 — 15 For this reason, because | have heard of your
faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 16 | do not cease to give thanks
for you, remembering you in my prayers. Their salvation is evident by two things. They had
a vertical relationship with the Lord. They also showed their horizontal relationship with
each other. Paul thanked God for them. Then he told them that he would continue to pray for
them so that they would grow in three areas. The Chinese Union Bible accurately uses three
“know” to describe them. Paul’s prayer is for us too. Salvation is about building an eternal
relationship with God. We know certain truths about God when we received Jesus. We must
keep growing in our knowledge of God until we see Him.

fiZfE EXPLANATION
1. HEHZIERCtH Know the Father in-Person

First, Paul prays that the Ephesians believer will know the Father in-person. Verse 17 reads:
That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him. The “Spirit” here can be understood as
our human spirit or the Holy Spirit. If Paul is talking about our spirit, he is praying that God
will enable our mind to know God more. But if Paul is talking about the Holy Spirit, his
focus is the source of wisdom and revelation. Both interpretations are not mutually-
exclusive. After all, the Holy Spirit communicates with our spirit and conveys God’s truths
to us. The Bible tells us that God is the ultimate origin of all wisdom. For example, Proverbs
2:6 reads: For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.
Such wisdom may not help you score 100 in your next exam or earn big money. But it will
help you know God in-person. Then you can discern His specific will for you. For example,
what to study or what career to pursue. Besides wisdom, Paul also prays for God’s
revelation. We can never know God if He does not reveal Himself to us. Believers can know
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God through the Bible not because they are more intelligent. It is because the Holy Spirit is
our best teacher. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 2:12 — Now we have received not the spirit of the
world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by
God. God will disclose the things He wants us to know. The Bible is similar to a user
manual of a product. The designer writes down instructions to help customers use the item
the ways it intends to be. Similarly, we can ask the Author of the Bible for help to understand
its content. God sends us the Holy Spirit as a Helper to lead us into the truth. The Heavenly
Father wants us to know Him. There are major differences between knowing about God and
knowing Him in-person. Granted, we can gather some information about God from the Bible.
For example, we know that God is full of love, grace and mercy. We also know that He is all
knowing, all-powerful and all-present. Moreover, we can know His works such as creation
and salvation. However, God does not train us to be Bible scholars but His children and
disciples of Jesus. God is not a concept for us to study. He is a living Lord who wants to
build a closer relationship with us. He wants us to experience Him in life. For instance, God
will give us peace when we are in hardship and He will give us strength when we are weak.
Do you witness that when a doctor tells you that you have a severe illness? Do you feel
God’s presence when you have fear or doubt? Sometimes we turn our Bible study meetings
into a history lesson or an archeology lecture. It was as if God were an ancient figure or even
a dinosaur covered in dirt. Other times we read the Bible like beholding a collection of
baseball cards. We analyze what God can do and His past record. Brothers and sisters: the
God in the Bible is the same God who lives in you today. He sits up high in heaven. But He
also walks with you every day. Every time we finish reading a Bible text, we need to ask
how God’s truth can change our lives. In your small group, do not just share your
understanding of certain passage. Be eager to share how you meet God in daily life.

2. SRECfHIY.L0E Know the Father’s Purpose

Paul prays for the Ephesians that they may know the Father in-person. Secondly, he also
prays that they will know the Father’s purpose in saving them. Look at verse 18: Having the
eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called
you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints. Paul hopes that the eyes of
their hearts be lit up. Imagine it like flipping a light switch to help us see better in the dark.
God transferred us from the dark domain to His Kingdom of Light when He saved us. We
were made into children of light as a result. However, personal sins, fallenness of the world
or a busy life can obscure us from the Father’s purpose. We need God’s constant reminder
about why He saved us. Paul mentions two things we must be sure of. First is the hope to
which God has called us. Hope is the expectation of something yet to appear. Economists
hope that the stock market will have significant growth this year. Single people hope to meet
the future spouse of their dream. We hope for the best outcomes, even though the future is an
unknown. In comparison, the word “hope” in the Bible refers to something that will
definitely take place. For example, the Old Testament people hoped for the arrival of the
Messiah. Jesus Christ came into the world at the right time. There is no “perhaps” or “it
depends” in God. All that He promises us will come true. Jesus will surely return. There will
be an ultimate judgment for sin. He will usher all His believers into heaven. Eternity is the



hope that Jesus has called us for. The question is: Is that your hope too? Christians often
want the best of both worlds. They want to be with God forever. But at the same time, they
love what this world can offer. We need God’s help to light up our spiritual eyes, so that we
can see the present with an eternal perspective. We can enjoy God’s blessings without being
enslaved by them. We thank God for our success. We take it lightly when we have setbacks.
We mourn at the brokenness of the world but we should not be surprised by it. Our hope is in
God. Besides fixing our eyes on the future hope, Paul also wants us to know God’s glorious
inheritance in the saints. He is not talking our inheritance, namely future blessings in heaven.
Rather, we as God’s children will become God’s glorious inheritance. We are saved not
because of who we are and what we do. It is all because of who Jesus is and what He did for
us. God restored our honorable title as His children. In plain language, God is proud of us. It
is like some parents watching their kids play sports. A dad talks to the guy sitting beside:
“Hey man, did you see that? He’s my boy!” We are like trophies in God’s hall of fame. We
may never accomplish anything big for God’s Kingdom like Moses and David did, or
become a famous Christian like Hudson Taylor or Billy Graham. Regardless, God is asking
us to be faithful to His calling. You may be doing a mundane job and working for a monthly
paycheck. You may be a stay-home mom taking care of housework and serving your
husband and kids. You may be a retiree with more free time to serve God. No matter what it
is, do it for the glory of God. We want to make God proud.

3. EEERCHHANYEE 7 Know the Father’s Power

We must know the Father in-person and know His purpose. Thirdly, we must also know His
power. Paul says in verses 19-20: 19 And what is the immeasurable greatness of his power
toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places. The Father used His power to raise Jesus from the dead and to place Jesus on the
right side of the His throne. God’s power is way beyond our imagination. He used the same
power to create and to sustain the universe. Not only that. God also exerts the same power in
us. Look down to Ephesians 2:5-6 — 5 Even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ — by grace you have been saved — 6 and raised us up with him and
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. The Father raises us from a dead
soul together with Christ. He gives us a new life as a result. God then elevates us together
with Christ into heaven. We still live in the physical world when God saves us. However, He
gives us a new status as citizens of His Kingdom. Besides, God’s power goes with His
authority. Power has to do with one’s ability, but authority is an expression of superiority.
Any employee can talk on the phone and sign a document. But when a CEO makes a call, his
subordinates have to carry out the commands. When he signs a contract, a million-dollar
business deal becomes valid. Likewise, God causes all things to happen and He subdues the
whole universe. Paul describes two places where God manifests His authority. Verse 21
reads: Far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that
Is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. God’s power transcends space and
time. His authority exceeds all political and military power, both now and forever. Every
King, president or judge derives power from God. Today, we submit to an earthly



government because we surrender to God. Then Paul narrows down the scope of God’s
authority to one place in verse 22: And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head
over all things to the church. The Father assigns Jesus to be the head of the church. The
“head” of a company is its director. He manages resources and manpower to achieve certain
goals. He oversees various departments to ensure a smooth coordination. Jesus performs
similar functions in the church. He equips people with spiritual gifts and assigns them
various roles. God gives them authority to rule in the church. The word “authority” often
carries a negative overtone. It causes us to think of corrupted officials who abuse power for
their own gain. Jesus shows us a very different picture of authority. He was a servant-leader.
Jesus would not hesitate to correct the disciples when they were ignorant. But He also guided
them with love and gentleness. He humbled Himself and died for us all. That is the kind of
leadership we should model after. God gives church coworkers the authority to rule. We
listen to them when their instructions are consistent with the Bible. We trust them because
we trust God. The Father is our ultimate power source. As a believer, do you feel God’s
power at work in you? Do you rely on God’s power or your own strength to live as a
Christian? Can you overcome temptations or are you beaten up every time Satan entices you?
Do you walk with God or do you just go with the flow? Our life should be different when we
submit to God’s power. Paul gives us many examples in the second half of the book. God’s
power will improve our speech, attitudes, conducts, and relationship with our spouse,
children and employer. We can live the way God intends us to be when we obey Him.

4% :m CONCLUSION

Paul encourages us to grow in our knowledge of God. We must know the Father in-person,
know His purpose in saving us and come to know His power. The more we know Him, the
more we will be surprised by His grace. A story was told about a man who tried very hard to
save enough money for a cruise trip. Finally, he was able to go on his dream vacation. It was
very relaxing to sit on the deck to enjoy the ocean view, the sunshine and fresh air. However,
he envied other passengers whenever it came to meal time. Many people dressed up in nice
clothes and dined on delicacies from around the world. The money he had left was only
sufficient to buy some peanut butter and crackers to carry on board. He ate the same food
three times every day. A custodian came in to clean his cabin on the last day of his trip. He
was surprised to notice what the man had been eating. He then said: “Sir, I’'m sorry that you
are not feeling well and you have to restrict your diet. Too bad that you cannot enjoy all
those fancy food for free!” He did not know what he had missed all along! | hope that is not a
description of your relationship with God. He does not want us to barely get on the boat. He
wants us to fully enjoy His abundant grace every day. We must grow in our knowledge of
Him until the day we see Him in glory.
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