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Art is a subjective matter. Some people are willing to pay big money to buy an artwork.
However, the price-tag may not always reflect the true value. Wolfgang Beltracchi is a little-
known contemporary artist. His paintings are displayed in many museums and are collected by
some wealthy people. But there is one problem. All his works are fake. He copies the paintings
of famous artists. Beltracchi’s skill is so flawless that it fools lab analysis and the eyes of experts.
He makes millions and millions of dollars by cheating people. No one noticed until he was
caught in 2008. He was careless because he skipped some critical steps. But Beltracchi was back
in the same trick after spending a few years in jail. He is a con artist through and through. Many
people are deceived because they cannot tell the difference between a masterpiece and a copycat.
There are fake goods in the world because there are real deals. Counterfeits are made after name-
branded products. The same is true in the spiritual realm. False gods prove the existence of a true
God. Idols share some characteristics of the real God. Many people are satisfied to have an
object of worship. They think that faith is like food in a buffet restaurant. You can choose
whatever you like. The key issue is, why do you choose to believe in a certain deity or religion?
If all the gods are the same, then it does not matter which one you pick. If to believe or not to
believe a certain god makes no difference, then why bother? Those are some questions we will
address today. This message may not answer all the questions you have about faith. But I hope
that it will help clarify some key concepts.

EXPLANATION f#f
1. Why We Need to Be Saved? S {a]F 955 Z15RK?
A. One Problem —{[E[HRE

First, we need to ask why we need to be saved. We can look at the question from a few angles.
The Bible never tells us to join a religion. It asks us to receive a Savior. We need a Savior
because we have the same common problem. We are sinners in God’s eyes. Romans 3:23 says:
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By saying “all,” it means every person —
men and women, young and old and people living in the ancient past or the distant future. We are
sinners by birth. Parents will notice that babies are self-centered. The first two words they learn
to say may not be “papa” and “mama,” but “mine” and “more.” Which parent will teach their
babies to be selfish? You do not need to because it comes with the package. The sin problem is
expressed in different ways as we grow up. Examples are like pride, lying, impatience, gossip,
etc. You can do a simple exercise if you are honest and humble enough. Hold out a palm as if
you were looking at a mirror. Then say to it: ““You are a sinner!” Many seeker friends are mad
when Christians call them sinners. We are not judging you. We just convey God’s truth. We must
accept the bad news before we will appreciate the good news. Suppose I have a big hole on the
back of my clothes. You see it when you pass by. I expect you to tell me the true thing, not the
nice thing. By saying: “Brother Choi, I like the color of your shirt” does not solve the problem.
Similarly, realizing and admitting my sin problem is a positive step toward getting a solution.



B. Two Destinies fi{[#45 )5

Sin is the one common problem we all have. God will exercise judgement over sins because He
is holy and righteous. There will only be two destinies in His judgment. Jesus describes them as
two gates in Matthew 7:13-14 — 13 “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is
easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate is narrow

and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.” We call the two destinies
heaven and hell. Most people want to go to heaven. We do not want to think about hell. It is a
horrible place not only because of the torment. It is also because people in there will be separated
from God forever. There will be no second chance. Some religions teach reincarnation. They
claim that you can become a human again in your next life if you are good enough in this life.
Two sincere questions I need to ask. First, how good is good enough? Will my bad actions cancel
out the good ones like playing boardgames? You have to back up three slots if you step on a
penalty. The second question is who defines what is good? Is it still a good thing if I rob the bank
and give the money away to poor people? Ultimately, there has to be a highest standard everyone
must submit to. The Bible tells us that God sets the ultimate rules. We cannot go to heaven by
our own effort. God sends us the invitation. We must respond to His offer in this life.

2. Why Only Jesus Can Save? el B ik 4 BEFRK?
A. The Only Savior ME—pJR I

We said that sin is the universal problem we all have. God sent Jesus to save us out of His great
love. But why only Jesus can save us? It is because He is the only Savior God designated. Acts
4:11-12 explain: “11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has
become the cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” The Bible says all believers will
end up in heaven. The God of heaven decides who can go there. It is like only you can give
permission to a stranger to enter your house. We like to have choices when we buy things. You
pick a certain brand because of its reputation, quality or price. However, we cannot choose our
own path to go to heaven. Jesus is the only way. We stated earlier that no good work will work.
Other people try religious practices or philosophical ideas. Those efforts can make you a better
person. But they cannot take away your sins. Jesus died on the cross for the penalty of our sins.
His death is effective because He has no sin. I cannot pay for the sins of my family members
because I am a sinner too! Jesus is the only solution. There are several meanings when we accept
Jesus as our Savior. First, I admit that [ am a sinner. Second, I admit that I cannot remove my
sins. Third, I admit that Jesus died for me 2,000 years ago. But He rose three days later to prove
that He is God. Based on God’s promise, I am saved the moment I received Jesus into my heart.

B. The Only Lord M—fy 52

Accepting Jesus as our Savior is only part of the picture. True believers must also embrace Jesus
as their only Lord. Jesus says in Matthew 7:21 — “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.”
True believers must also be Jesus’ followers. A clear evidence is to submit to the Father’s will. In
other words, we obey the teachings in the whole Bible. It does not mean that we can do so



perfectly. But we choose to listen because we love God. He takes the initiative and builds an
eternal relationship with us. A healthy relationship must continue to grow. Suppose I am an
orphan begging on the street. One day a wealthy man shows sympathy and adopts me as his son.
I instantly become an heir to the family. I must get rid of the old way of living and learn how to
behave like his son. I change the manner I speak, sit, wear and eat because I have a different
status now. My new father hopes that those changes are my responses to his love. Today, many
Christians think that the Bible is a tedious rulebook. They see God as a strict school principal. He
is happy when students get good grades. But there will be penalties when they break rules. Do
you consider God as a merciful Father or a stern judge? Do you obey Him out of fear or out of
love? Good works are not the basis, but the results, of salvation. God empowers us to live a
godly life when we rely on Him. We love the rules because we love the Rule-Maker.

CONCLUSION %&z6: Where Do You Stand? 1/ H By ¢S40m]?

We need to be saved because we are sinners. Only Jesus can save us because He is the Son of
God. True believers are those who claim Jesus to be their Savior and Lord. So the question is:
where do you stand? I hope that you have a clear understanding of your spiritual status before
you walk out today. My intention is not to attack anyone. All that we have discussed can be
boiled down to two important questions. First: do you think you are saved? Second: are you truly
saved? There should be a definite “yes” or “no” answers to both questions. The results are four
combinations. You can ponder which group you belong to as I elaborate. I call the first category
the converted. They think they are saved and they are truly saved from God’s perspective.
Congratulations if you are one of them! Let me encourage you with Paul’s words in Colossians
2:6-7 — 6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted and built up
in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. Cherish
God’s relationship with you and continue to grow in it. The second group are the confused. They
are not sure that they are saved, but in fact they are. Perhaps they consider themselves not good
enough or they are overcome by certain sins. Salvation is based on fact, not feelings. A prodigal
child is still a child of the parents. Jesus assures us in John 10:28 —“I give them eternal life, and
they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.” Salvation is a gift from
God. Once God has given it to a person, no force can take it away. If you have walked away
from God, ask Him for forgiveness. If you need assurance in your heart, pray to Him for peace.
The third category are the conceited. They think they are saved but in fact they are not. They
believe that saying the sinners’ prayer or receiving baptism will seal the deal. The fact is that a
ceremony cannot save anyone. Only Jesus can. Those who have Jesus living in them will have
signs of a new life. Jesus illustrates in John 15:5 — “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever
abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”
Those who have a relationship with Jesus is like a branch attached to a grapevine. They will bear
fruits. They will express qualities like joy, peace, kindness, patience and the rest. They change
from me-centered to God-centered. If those criteria do not describe you, then you are closer to
the last category. They are the convicted. They know they are not saved, and they are truly not.
All Christians have been in that state before. But that should not be the end of story. The gospel
is for them too! The most well-known Bible verse in John 3:16 reads: “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life.” There are three things you need to do. Admit that you are a sinner, Believe that Jesus died
for your sins and Commit your life to Jesus and follow Him. Then you will be saved.
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