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INTRODUCTION 5[&

We will wrap up our study on the book of Ruth as we come to the last chapter. You may ask: wait
a minute, where is the Christmas message? Folks: this is the Christmas message. It is true that in
Ruth’s time there was no sheep or shepherd, no angel or wiseman, no Joseph and Mary, and there
was even no baby Jesus! Those settings and characters would come about a thousand years after
Ruth. But the truth is, there will be no Christmas if there is no Ruth. God allows Ruth to become
one of the ancestors of Jesus. He links together countless people and events to accomplish His
will. That is why history is His story. We see the progression of God’s grace when we read the
Bible. It is like waiting for something you order online. Most companies will send you email
updates in the process. The first message confirms that your purchase is completed. A few days
later, they will tell you that the package is coming. They will give you an approximate delivery
date. Impatient customers will look up the tracking information daily and see where goods is.
You wait with expectation until you finally receive the product. Likewise, God gives the Jews
many signs of the coming Messiah throughout the Old Testament. They longed for the Savior.
We are so much blessed because Jesus had arrived 2,000 years ago. You see, God has a plan
because He has a goal. His plan is to achieve our salvation through Jesus Christ, and His goal is
for people to come to know His Son. The exciting part is that God invites ordinary people like
Ruth to be participants in His plan. He can accomplish great things through us too. Therefore, do
not look down on your role as a student, employee, housewife or retiree. All that God asks for us
is faithfulness. We can never imagine what wonderful results God can achieve through us.

EXPLANATION fi#fE
1. A Deal Was Sealed 52258

Naomi had two problems at hand. First, a close relative had to redeem the land that belonged to
her late husband, Elimelech. Second, Ruth should remarry so that someone could provide for her.
Boaz was willing to help. However, there was another man more qualified because he was closer
to Naomi’s family. Therefore, Boaz had to find out the intent of that redeemer first. At the end, a
deal was sealed. Let us listen to the negotiation process in verses 3-4: 3 Then he said to the
redeemer, “Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, is selling the parcel of land
that belonged to our relative Elimelech. 4 So I thought I would tell you of it and say, ‘Buy it in
the presence of those sitting here and in the presence of the elders of my people.’ If you will
redeem it, redeem it. But if you will not, tell me, that I may know, for there is no one besides you
to redeem it, and I come after you.” And he said, “I will redeem it.” Boaz found ten elders as his
witnesses. Those senior people are well-respected in the community. Their testimonies were
considered as legally-binding. The redeemer had the first right to buy the land from Naomi. The
Old Testament Law allows the Israelites to sell their properties only in extreme financial need.
Naomi needed some money for her living. The redeemer agreed the deal. Getting extra land
means he could produce more crops. Boaz then presented the second half of the proposal in
verses 5-6: 5 Then Boaz said, “The day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you also



acquire Ruth the Moabite, the widow of the dead, in order to perpetuate the name of the dead in
his inheritance.” 6 Then the redeemer said, “I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I impair my own
inheritance. Take my right of redemption yourself, for I cannot redeem it.” Buy a land and get a
wife is a sweet buy one get one free deal. But the redeemer backed out, perhaps in view of the
foreseeable financial loss. According to the Old Testament, the man would not have permanent
ownership of the land. He had an obligation to marry the wife of the deceased person, hoping to
give birth to a son to inherit the land. Since Naomi was beyond her child-bearing age, the
remaining candidate who can produce an heir would be Ruth. The financial burden to care for a
younger wife and her future children would be significant. The son born to Ruth could also take
over the land of the redeemer, since he is a biological son. Due to those reasons, the redeemer
concluded that he “cannot” accept it. By saying “cannot” he meant he was unwilling. In
comparison, Boaz stepped up and fulfilled the legal obligations. He also had to endure the stigma
for marrying a gentile woman. Why did Boaz take all those risks? It was because of his love for
God and people. He spent money, time and effort to care for a widow’s family. In return, Boaz
could enjoy a future family. You see, love must come with sacrifices. Even Jesus sacrificed a lot
when He came into the world. God became a man. Jesus was restricted to a human body. He
could not be in two places at one time. Like us, He needed air, water and food to survive. Jesus
did not rely on His supernatural power to achieve God’s salvation plan. Jesus sacrificed
everything for us to seal the deal. The question is: what do you sacrifice for following Jesus?
Will you bear the ridicule for telling others that you are a believer? Will you avoid some
unethical practices even though it may help you save or even earn money? Will you put Jesus
first as you schedule activities and entertainment? Love God first and others more, and love
yourself less. That is Jesus’ calling for us.

2. A Boy Was Born S {Zt4E

Boaz’s plan was a success. He and Ruth were married, and a boy was born later. The elder were
pleased to see a happy ending. Listen to their comments in verses 11-12: 11 “... May the Lord
make the woman, who is coming into your house, like Rachel and Leah, who together built up
the house of Israel. May you act worthily in Ephrathah and be renowned in Bethlehem, 12 and
may your house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, because of the offspring
that the Lord will give you by this young woman.” Those elders gave Boaz a two-fold blessing.
First, they wished that Ruth would be blessed like Rachel and Leah. They and their two maids
gave birth to twelve sons, who became the ancestors of the twelve tribes of Israel. Second, the
elders hoped that Boaz’s family would be blessed like Perez’s. Perez was a direct ancestor of
Boaz six generations ago. Perez’s mother was Tamar. Like Ruth, Tamar’s first husband died.
Both women offered themselves in a second marriage to preserve the names of their deceased
husbands. Moreover, the elders hoped that Boaz would be prosperous. They wished Ruth to
bring many children to Boaz. A big family would mean more manpower and wealth. Afterward, a
boy was born into the family. Some female friends congratulated the new grandma. Continue to
read verses 13-15: 13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and
the Lord gave her conception, and she bore a son. 14 Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed
be the Lord, who has not left you this day without a redeemer, and may his name be renowned in
[srael! 15 He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-
in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has given birth to him.” Those ladies
praised God for providing a redeemer to Naomi. They were confident that the baby would take



care of Naomi at her old age. They also gave credit to Ruth. Ladies: you are surely blessed if the
friends of your mother-in-law say something nice about you! Those ladies then named the baby
boy Obed, meaning “servant.” It was rare for someone outside of the family to name a newborn.
But the more significant thing was whose ancestor Obed turned out to be. Read the second half
of verse 17: ... He was the father of Jesse, the father of David. That was king David of Israel.
God’s plan was much bigger than one family. From Obed came Jesse, whose son was David.
According to the genealogy in Matthew 1, another important person came twenty-eight
generations or about a thousand years after David. It is our Lord, Jesus Christ! A few keys things
happened during that period of time. Isracl was defeated by Babylon. It was then succeeded by
Persia, Greece then Rome. People come and go, and nations rise and fall. But God’s plan had
never changed. He had ordained that Jesus would come. Could Boaz and Ruth have imagined
that God chose them to be Jesus’ ancestors? Of course not! There are some key spiritual lessons
for Christian parents to pay attention to. We give our kids the best of everything. But we cannot
predict how God will use our children. They may become artists or scientists, managers or cook
hamburgers, senators or janitors. One thing is for sure: our kids are God’s treasures entrusted to
us temporarily. The world asks what they can do or how much they make. But God will
definitely ask us to whom they belong. Do they know Jesus and do they follow Him? We must
solidify their relationship with the Lord at home. We hope that they will continue to walk with
Jesus after they leave home. There may not be a king David in your future generations. But God
orders parents to pass down spiritual heritage to their children. From them, they will pass it down
to their children. From one family, God can influence a society, a country and henceforth the
whole world.

CONCLUSION &E4

God has a plan because He has a goal. He hopes that people will receive Jesus. God has been
working all along in the human history. He included a simple person like Ruth in His salvation
plan. She was a Gentile, a woman and a widow. Her in-laws were natives of a small town called
Bethlehem. Sometime after Ruth, David was born in the same place. Then a thousand years after
David, the Roman government called for a census. People had to return to the hometown of their
ancestors to register. Joseph took Mary from Nazareth and they traveled to Bethlehem. On that
first Christmas night, Mary gave birth to Jesus. The prophecy that the Savior would come from
Bethlehem was thus fulfilled. God aligned everything and every person to accomplish His plans.
Ruth might not have accomplished any big things in her life. She was only a daughter-in-law, a
wife and a mother. It proves that God can use us for great things regardless of our background.
Do not consider yourself a nobody. In God’s mind, you are not an accident nor a mistake. He
created you in a unique way. He desires for you to know Him and to follow Him. Accept Jesus
today if He is not your Savior and Lord. Jesus is not a fictional character on Christmas cards. He
is the Son of God. He came into the world as a real person. Christmas paved the way for Easter.
This one true God died for your sins, but He rose from the dead three days later. Jesus Christ is
the biggest gift God has prepared for you. Confess your sins and commit your life to Him.
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