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5] INTRODUCTION

Today, we come to chapter 3 in the book of Ruth. A Moabite lady named Ruth followed her
Jewish mother-in-law Naomi and returned to Judah. Ruth had determined to make Jehovah
her God. She obeyed the local custom and went to the field of Boaz to pick grains. That was
the only source of food for her and Naomi. However, the harvest season only lasts for a few
months. There must be a more stable source of provision for the family. Naomi put her hope
in God. In the subsequent stories, Ruth gradually learned to trust God too. How was Jehovah
different from the pagan gods she worshipped in her homeland? This one true God does not
receive offerings like bribes from His followers. Rather, He graciously blesses those who put
their trust in Him. He is not angry and unapproachable. Instead, He welcomes people with
love. He does not do things in random. But He wisely fulfills His plans in our lives. Like
Naomi did, Ruth must submit herself to God and wait for His guidance. What follows was a
story of love. Boaz and Ruth expressed their love for each other. But their love was deeper
than what we see in a romantic novel or movie. We shall see elements such as faith,
commitment and patience. Those are the same lessons we need to learn today. You complete
your tasks diligently as a student, a parent or an employee. You hope that there will be
favorable outcomes in your effort. You do all you can, but you must depend on God for the
results. Let Ruth’s experience be our encouragement. God will give us His best when we
hope for His best.

fiZ¥E EXPLANATION
1. BEHAYETE] Secret Plan

Some time had passed since Ruth started working in Boaz’s field. Naomi, being a caring
mother-in-law, thought about the future of Ruth. She presented a secret plan to Ruth. Listen
to verses 1-4: 1 ... “My daughter, should I not seek rest for you, that it may be well with
you? 2 Is not Boaz our relative, with whose young women you were? See, he is winnowing
barley tonight at the threshing floor. 3 Wash therefore and anoint yourself, and put on your
cloak and go down to the threshing floor, but do not make yourself known to the man until he
has finished eating and drinking. 4 But when he lies down, observe the place where he lies.
Then go and uncover his feet and lie down, and he will tell you what to do.” Naomi was
concerned about two things. First, someone had to redeem the land that belonged to her late
husband, Elimelech. Otherwise, the ownership right would be lost. Second, Ruth could not
remain as a widow forever. She must remarry, so that a man would provide for her. Boaz was
the most ideal candidate that could resolve both issues. He was close to Naomi’s family. He
was a wealthy and compassionate person. Naomi knew that Boza would be spending the
night at the threshing floor. It is simply an open space. After a crop is harvested, the stalks
will be crushed to separate the kernels from the husks. The next step is called winnowing.



The mixture is tossed in the air. The grains will fall to the ground, while the lighter chaff is
blown away by wind. The final product will be stored in barns. Boaz would sleep at the
threshing floor that night, possibly to protect the produce against thieves. Naomi asked Ruth
to meet with Boaz after he fell asleep. Ruth had to lift up the blanket covering Boaz’s feet, lie
next to him and waited for his further instructions. Everything must be done in secret, lest the
reputation of both families would be ruined if the plan was exposed. Ruth responds in verses
5-6 after hearing Naomi’s plan: 5 And she replied, “All that you say I will do.” 6 So she went
down to the threshing floor and did just as her mother-in-law had commanded her. Once
again, Ruth showed to be a submissive daughter-in-law. She obeyed Naomi without
hesitation. In the ancient world, marriages were arranged by parents. Much like her decision
to follow Naomi back to Judah, Ruth could not predict what would happen that night. That
takes faith! I can think of another lady in the Bible who reacted by faith and participated in a
secret plan. Her name is Mary. Angel Gabriel told her God’s plan. She would conceive a
baby boy, not through a marriage, but by the power of the Holy Spirit. God chose her to
bring Jesus into the world. Mary could not make sense of Gabriel’s message. But at the end
she submitted to God. She responds in Luke 1:38 — ... “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord;
let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. Mary used actions
to verify her trust in God. Just like Mary and Ruth did, today we believe in the same God.
You cannot foresee what future plans God has in store for you. Our faith in Jesus should not
be in perfect tense, but it should be in continuous tense. In other words, we walk with Him
by faith every day. We conduct our lives based on Biblical principles. God will take us to the
next step in due time. Perhaps you have to decide what major to study, which job offer to
take, whom you should date or whether or not to retire now. Pray to God for peace after you
have done your preparation. Ask Him to show you the way you should go. Say to God the
way Ruth replied Naomi: “All that you say I will do.”

2. THEERYEESK Sacred Plea

Soon night fell. Boaz used a pile of grains as a mattress. Ruth quietly sneaked up and lay
next to him. Suddenly, Boaz realized that a lady was there. Ruth then presented her sacred
plea. Listen to a conversation between them in verses 9-10: 9 He said, “Who are you?” And
she answered, “I am Ruth, your servant. Spread your wings over your servant, for you are a
redeemer.” 10 And he said, “May you be blessed by the Lord, my daughter. You have made
this last kindness greater than the first in that you have not gone after young men, whether
poor or rich.” Let me caution you: do not let your imagination be carried away by
Hollywood! Boaz and Ruth stayed pure that night. Pre-marital relationship was punishable
by death in the Biblical times. What was Ruth’s plea? In the Old Testament custom, to spread
someone’s wings over another person is an implicit way to propose a marriage. It was bold
for a woman to make the move three thousand years ago! Ruth did not say: “You’re a great
man and [’m available. Let’s get married.” She could have looked for a younger man. But
she intended to marry a redeemer. The future son born into the marriage would inherit
Elimelech’s estate. Boaz praised Ruth for taking care of Naomi, that was her first kindness.
Now she put the welfare of her father-in-law as the top priority, that was her last kindness.
Boaz was willing to fulfill the obligation as a redeemer. But there was a hurdle. Continue to



read verses 12-13: 12 “And now it is true that [ am a redeemer. Yet there is a redeemer nearer
than I. 13 Remain tonight, and in the morning, if he will redeem you, good; let him do it. But
if he is not willing to redeem you, then, as the Lord lives, I will redeem you. Lie down until
the morning.” Boaz did not respond with a resounding “yes” simply because a girl offered
herself to marry him. He must play by the rules. Boaz did not want to jump ahead of God’s
plan. He promised to marry Ruth only if the other guy closer to Elimelech’s family refused to
be a redeemer. Both Ruth and Boaz appeared as godly people. The author uses the same
word to describe them. Verse 11 says Ruth was “a worthy woman.” Boaz is also called “a
worthy man” in 2:1. The same word appears in Proverbs 31:10 that depicts “an excellent
wife.” Other Bible translations render the word “noble.” A noble person proves to be godly
through his/her conducts. Worthy people see God’s interests as more important than their
personal preferences. Both Boaz and Ruth put God first in their marriage. What factors do
you consider when evaluating a potential spouse for yourself or for your kids? Appearance?
Income? Love? Unfortunately, many husbands are disappointed when they realize that their
cover-girl becomes less attractive later. Some wives are sad because their ATM machine is
too busy making money. However, you will not regret if you choose what God sees as the
best. Marriage is actually a form of ministry. You and your spouse may not be serving in a
Christian organization. However, your family is a platform to witness for God. People will
tie in your title of “Christian” with your marriage. They want to see how your faith affects
your spousal relationship, parenting and priorities, etc. Parents: pray for your kids that they
will become worthy people and God will prepare a worthy spouse for them. She may not win
Miss Cordova. He may not produce money like a copying machine. Those are less important
compared to their love for God. It will be a true blessing if they love God wholeheartedly.

3. BUERKEE Secure Pledge

Naomi’s secret plan was going well so far. Boaz accepted Ruth’s sacred plea, although it was
not a done deal yet. Ruth stayed till almost sunrise. Boaz urged her to leave, for fear that
someone might see her. She returned home with a secure pledge in her heart. Boaz would
reach a resolution the same day. Naomi assured Ruth the same thing after hearing her report.
We will finish the reading from verses 16-18: 16 And when she came to her mother-in-law,
she said, “How did you fare, my daughter?” Then she told her all that the man had done for
her, 17 saying, “These six measures of barley he gave to me, for he said to me, ‘You must not
go back empty-handed to your mother-in-law.””” 18 She replied, “Wait, my daughter, until
you learn how the matter turns out, for the man will not rest but will settle the matter today.”
The barley served multiple purposes. It was a proof that the meeting did happen. It could be
used as a decoy if someone saw Ruth at the threshing floor. It was also a gift to appreciate
Naomi and Ruth for the marriage offer. Naomi was confident that Boaz would get an answer
that very day. A noble person would follow through his promise, not to mention that Boaz
made an oath in God’s name. We can imagine that the next few hours would be an
unbearable suspense to Boaz, Naomi and especially Ruth. Would the other redeemer agree to
marry Ruth? Would there be a happy ending between Boaz and Ruth? Read the last chapter if
you want to find out! All three characters did all they could and should. They left the final
outcome to God. The Lord does things according to His perfect timing. He is infinitely wiser



and more patient than us. He teaches us to wait for the hope He promised us till it comes to
past. Romans 8:25 says: But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
Paul is talking about Jesus’ return in the context. God will redeem our bodies when Jesus
comes back. Our souls have been redeemed the moment we received Him into our hearts.
However, we still live in this mortal body. God will give every believer a glorious and
imperishable body when Jesus returns. You can refer to 1 Corinthians 15 for detail. Paul
describes in the Romans passage that the whole creation groans due to the devasting effects
of sin. Our physical bodies will age. New phones and new cars will eventually worn out and
become outdated. We will get bored about the latest fashion or technology because they are
all temporary. We are created for eternity because God made us according to His image.
Therefore, while we are content with God’s blessings in this life, we must also wait for Jesus’
return with hope. All the prophecies about Jesus’ first coming had been fulfilled. There is no
doubt that His second coming will also come true. We should faithfully complete the tasks
God entrusts us. Then we wait for the final fulfillment of His plan. You share the gospel with
family members and friends. Only God can convict their hearts and make them believe. You
prepare the next exam or job interview the best you can. God is in control of the outcome.
The same principle applies when you look for a future spouse, bring up kids according to
God’s commands or seek the best medical help for a disease. Believing in God’s promises
does not take away our duties and efforts. You may ask: what if the results do not turn out in
my favor? Then it is possible that God has a different plan for you. Do not give up. Keep
praying, searching and trying until God gives you an answer.

45w CONCLUSION

God will give us His best when we hope for His best. Naomi, Boaz and Ruth had the same
hope. It would be a perfect ending if Boaz could marry Ruth. In doing so, he would redeem
the land from Elimelech. A future son of this new couple could continue the family name of
Elimelech. You see, the interaction between Boaz and Ruth was more than a romantic story.
It was actually a redemptive story. A kinsman exercised his privilege to redeem the property
of a close relative. Ruth had no control of the result. She could only present herself to Boaz
by saying: “I’m your servant. Spread your wings over me.” The rest was up to Boaz. We
need to keep the same mentality in mind as we come to Jesus. He is the Lord and we are only
His servants. Jesus is also our ultimate Redeemer. Only He can redeem us from sin. We
humbly go to Him and seek His mercy. There is nothing we can exchange for His grace. Our
wealth, knowledge, social status and everything else do not matter. If Jesus is not your Lord,
you need to come to Him with a broken heart. You admit that you are a sinner and look to
Him for forgiving grace. You then ask Jesus to cover your sins with His blood. Receive Him
by faith and you will be saved. If you are a follower of Jesus, you need to surrender your will
before Him too. Express your wish to Him by telling Him: “Lord, this is what I have in mind.
But I look forward to Your best for me. Lead me to where you want me to be.”
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