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55 INTRODUCTION

The last time we saw that Ruth followed Naomi back to Bethlehem. A gentile woman made the
God of her mother-in-law her own God. Now two widows returned to Judah. What would
happen next? How could they make a living? As we shall see, God began to bless Ruth when she
committed her life to Him. God accomplished that through human and environmental factors.
God is doing the same thing in our lives. We are under the protection of the Heavenly Father of
love. He can accomplish His will through unexpected things. My wife was in the hospital two
weeks ago due to gall stones. It was the Thanksgiving week. There were special gatherings I had
to attend. My older son was back home from college. Like many of you, I was in a scrambling
mode. To say the least, my wife picked the wrong time to fall sick! However, I was so grateful
that Howard was our guest speaker two Sundays ago. I was supposed to translate for him. But
then brother Deng delayed his trip to visit home. Therefore, I asked him to serve because he is a
much better interpreter than me. Thank God for His mercy, my wife had a successful surgery and
a smooth recovery. Many of you showed love through your prayer, caring words and food. Who
could have predicted that all those events happened in the same week? It is God who pieced
together various elements that no one could foresee or control. He can achieve His Providential
plans through seemingly accidental events. Our proper response is to give thanks to Him. You
may be struggling with some challenges today. Put your trust in God. Wait on Him. He will open
the right door for you at the proper time. God did the same things in Ruth.

fi# % EXPLANATION

We will study this chapter by focusing on the characters of two persons, Ruth and Boaz. We shall
see what we can learn from them.

Ruth did all she could to survive. Let us begin by reading verses 1-3: 1 Now Naomi had a
relative of her husband's, a worthy man of the clan of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz. 2 And
Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the field and glean among the ears of grain after
him in whose sight I shall find favor.” And she said to her, “Go, my daughter.” 3 So she set out
and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers, and she happened to come to the part of the
field belonging to Boaz, who was of the clan of Elimelech. We mentioned a few weeks ago that
the Old Testament Law commands the Israelites to show grace to the poor people in the society.
Landowners should allow people to pick produce from their fields. Ruth asked Naomi for
permission to do just that. Ruth proved to be a submissive person under her mother-in-law and
under the custom of the land. The season for harvesting barley had just started. It is around April
to May in the western calendar. It so happened that Ruth went to the field of Boaz, who was a
close relative to her father-in-law. That relationship is crucial to the development of later plots.
Verse 1 describes Boaz as a worthy man. The word can mean wealth or strength. More than
likely, rich people are also powerful. Ruth followed the rules to find food. She did not beg on the
street and waited for people’s mercy. But she used her hands to provide for herself and Naomi.
You may have met people who complain all day what they do not have and what they cannot do.



A whinner will never be a winner. Seize the resources and opportunities God gives you and make
the best of them. Submit to God wherever He puts you. You may have to begin from a humble
job. Work hard and work your way up. Only people who labor will get a salary.

Boaz showed up at the field that day. Listen to his greetings with workers in verse 4: And behold,
Boaz came from Bethlehem. And he said to the reapers, “The Lord be with you!”” And they
answered, “The Lord bless you.” Boaz appeared as a respectful landlord. Boaz did not go
straight to the foreman and asked how things were going. He took the time to greet his
employees. That small gesture shows that he cared about his workers as much as their work.
Who would not love to work for a boss like that? Some of you are supervisor at work or even the
owner of your business. How do you treat your subordinates? Can they tell that you are a Jesus
follower even before you tell them? Show them that God loves them through your actions. They
report to you but you also have a Supervisor in heaven to report to. Boaz greeted his workers by
saying “The Lord be with you!” It was a common way to say hi among the Jews. It may sound
like a simple “how are you?” But it reminds people that God is the ultimate source of blessings.
Today, people make remarks such as “have a good day” casually to each other. As Christians, we
may consider bidding farewell to people with “the Lord bless you!” We say it sincerely, hoping
that God’s grace may come to them.

Soon afterward, Boaz saw a stranger picking grains in the field. He asked the foreman who that
lady was. He replies in verses 6-7: 6 ...“She is the young Moabite woman, who came back with
Naomi from the country of Moab. 7 She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves
after the reapers.” So she came, and she has continued from early morning until now, except for a
short rest.” By then, Boaz had heard stories about Naomi and Ruth. Bethlehem was a small town.
In those days, people passed information around through words of mouth. The foreman testified
that Ruth was a hard-working woman. That is another virtue we see in Ruth. At that time,
harvesting was done by hand. Men handled the more physical task of cutting the stalks with a
sickle, then women would carry the crops to the threshing floor. Ruth followed the other ladies
and picked whatever left on the ground. It is a tedious job. Ruth put in her effort under the sun.
After all, that was the only means to find food for her. Ruth was working against the clock. Once
the harvest was over, she would have to wait till next year. [ am sure people everywhere admire
diligent workers. Teachers appreciate motivated students and bosses love to reward employees
who go beyond their duties. Complete your assignments with joy and not with a grudge. Work
hard in your work. Be a contributor to your team. God puts you in that position to shine for Him.

Boaz could have let his foreman monitored the situation and left the scene. But he took the time
to meet with Ruth. Hear their conversation in verses 8-10: 8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Now,
listen, my daughter, do not go to glean in another field or leave this one, but keep close to my
young women. 9 Let your eyes be on the field that they are reaping, and go after them. Have I
not charged the young men not to touch you? And when you are thirsty, go to the vessels and
drink what the young men have drawn.” 10 Then she fell on her face, bowing to the ground, and
said to him, “Why have I found favor in your eyes, that you should take notice of me, since I am
a foreigner?” Boaz addressed Ruth as “daughter” perhaps because she was much younger than
him. He granted Ruth the permission to work in his field. He also advised her to stick with the
other female workers so that they could keep an eye on her. He understood that a poor foreigner
could easily become a target for prejudice. Boaz also gave Ruth the freedom to drink as much



water as she needed. In every way, Boaz demonstrated that he was a gracious person. He went
beyond the requirement of the Law. He gave Ruth his personal approval to pick grains from his
field. Ruth was surely touched by Boaz’s compassion. She did not know what to expect when she
went out to gather food. Perhaps she was not welcome due to her background. She might only
get a handful amount of food. Then she had to venture into another field the following day. But
now she was guaranteed her safety and her provision. The last verse of the chapter says Ruth
continued to pick grains from Boaz’s wheat field after the harvest of barley was over. The whole
duration would be two to four months. That was how God provided food to the two widows.

Boaz’s response in verses 11-12 explains why he treated Ruth with kindness: 11 But Boaz
answered her, “All that you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband
has been fully told to me, and how you left your father and mother and your native land and
came to a people that you did not know before. 12 The Lord repay you for what you have done,
and a full reward be given you by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come
to take refuge!” Everything Boaz heard about Ruth was positive. She took good care of Naomi
and followed her back to Judah. Ruth’s good reputation speaks volume about her. Suppose you
are taking a new class or you are transferred to a different department in the company. People
who have never met you will welcome you if they have heard a good reputation about you. Your
conducts reveal your character. It is something built upon habits based on deliberate choices.
What do people say about you? You can choose to work hard or hardly working. You can choose
to be friendly or mean, positive or critical, helpful or indifferent. No matter what kind of person
you used to be, you are a new being in Christ. Do not blame your genes or the environment. You
can rely on God and become more like Jesus. Pray to God: “Lord, give me patience when I’'m on
the edge. Help me to be gentle when facing rude people. Grant me kindness to repay hostility
with love.” God is living in you if you are His child. Submit to Him and let Him live through you.

Ruth came to a new place. The future was full of unknowns. Her mind must be full of anxieties.
Boaz proved to be an encouraging person to her. He reminded Ruth that she did not only come
to a foreign country. She also entered into God’s nation. Her relocation was not only
geographical but also spiritual. Once Ruth committed herself to Jehovah, she would be under His
protection. Much like a mother bird covers her young ones under her wings, God would spread
His arms over all who seek refuge in Him. God used Boaz as an agent of grace. Boaz even gave
special instructions to his workers in verses 15-16: 15 ... Boaz instructed his young men, saying,
“Let her glean even among the sheaves, and do not reproach her. 16 And also pull out some from
the bundles for her and leave it for her to glean, and do not rebuke her.” Boaz exercised his
authority as a landlord to make Ruth’s job lighter. She followed the servant girls and looked for
stalks in the field. Little did she know that the men ahead of her secretly dropped produce on the
ground. Sometimes, that is how God works. You fulfill your obligations as usual. God sends
some secret helpers to ensure you a favorable outcome. You can be a secret angel to others too!
You see a classmate or coworker who needs help. Instead of walking over and offering assistance,
you complete the task secretly. God will surely remember your act of kindness. Boaz was an
encouragement to Ruth, the new girl in town. You can take the initiative to help a new person in
the classroom or office to readjust to a new environment. Every now and then God brings
newcomers to our church too. You can make them feel like home. It can be as simple as showing
them where the bathroom or classroom is, telling them where to get a drink and silverware at
meals or even giving them a tour around our facilities.



After a full day of work, Ruth harvested about 22 liters worth of grain. When Ruth arrived home,
Naomi asked where she worked. Listen to their conversation in verses 19-20: 19 ... So she told
her mother-in-law with whom she had worked and said, “The man’s name with whom I worked
today is Boaz.” 20 And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “May he be blessed by the Lord,
whose kindness has not forsaken the living or the dead!” Naomi also said to her, “The man is a
close relative of ours, one of our redeemers.” Naomi’s comments verify that Boaz was a merciful
person. Two verses later, Naomi advised Ruth to remain in Boaz’s field. That would ensure her
safety and wellbeing. Boaz was more than a close relative, he was a redeemer. Some Bible
translations render the word as “kinsman-redeemers.” This term will show up again in the last
two chapters of the book. The role of a redeemer is to reclaim a privilege that otherwise would be
lost. Elimelech and both of his sons had passed away. There was no male descendent in the
family to inherit the land. The Old Testament Law does not allow people to buy and sell land.
Therefore, if no one claim Elimelech’s property, it would be left idled forever. A common way to
resolve the situation is for a widow to remarry a man that is closest to her late husband. This man
is called a “redeemer.” The first son born to this couple will inherit the land from the deceased
man. The regulations are recorded in Deuteronomy 25. We will revisit this practice in later
messages. At this point, Ruth might not know this custom. She just continued to be a submissive
daughter-in-law and an obedient outsider.

4&5m CONCLUSION

God can achieve His Providential plans through accidental events. Ruth had no idea what would
happen in her future life. However, once she committed herself to Jehovah, her future would be
in God’s hand. All along, the author describes things as if they occurred by chance. For example,
the season for harvesting barley just began when the two women arrived in Judah. Of all the
fields, Ruth happened to stop at Boaz’s land. Out of the blue, Boaz checked on his property that
very same day Ruth started working. As it turned out, Boaz was a redeemer of Naomi’s family.
Did everything happen by chance? Of course not! God had been working behind the scene. The
same is true today. We make wise decisions based on Biblical principles. God orchestras people
and things to achieve His plans. Our life is not a series of unrelated and meaningless incidents.
God is working in us and through us every day. That should give us confidence and peace. God
will continue to lead us if we follow Him. He also wants those who do not know Him to come to
realize that He is the one true God. He invites people to come under His protection in love.
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