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Intro: ad lib ..
Message:
(Setting the Stage)

You know, we live in a broken world. Adam and Eve were the first to break it, and it has been
broken ever since.

Wars, famines, natural disasters, pestilence, you name it. We can sometimes think evils are
much worse than they’ve ever been, but maybe that is only because we here in America have
enjoyed relative peace and prosperity.

Some speculate this moment of tranquility is coming to a close here in America, and indeed we
see the fracturing and even the crumbling all around us. In fact, congratulations Memphis, two
years ago you were titled the most dangerous city in America.

Aren’t you glad you’re not living in Ukraine, North Korea, Gaza or Israel?

Well, that’s the geopolitical situation but how about the more personal world. What’s going on
in your life?

I’m certain you’re feeling the sting of higher everything. | love to eat organic butter on my toast,
but | can’t pay $9.00 per pound for it. | might have to get creative and use tahini, or olive oil or
something. Hopefully | won’t have to get real creative and make ground up, lightly salted
cockroach paste.

| don’t know about you, but I’'m having trouble saving money. Lately it seems I’'m saving money
for the next tank of fuel for my vehicle.

But I'm always reminded of what a wise sage once said: Remember, there are always folks that
have it worse than you do.

(Digging deeper)

At this time of year we often read the prophecies concerning the coming of Messiah Jesus.
According to Isaiah 9:6 one of His names is “Prince of Peace”. When the angels announced His
birth to the shepherds they mentioned, peace on earth and good will toward men.

Jesus was born two thousand years ago ... where is the peace?

Could it be God had another kind of peace in mind?



One of the things the people of Israel weren’t looking for was for God to reveal Himself in the
form of three persons. Clearly Jesus is the Son of God. He taught us to pray to our Father
whichis in heaven. The Jews had enough trouble with this already. They wanted to kill Jesus
because he made “himself equal with God.” Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him,
because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making
himself equal with God. ( John 5:18)

Now we have another person of the Godhead introduced by
Jesus.READ John 16:1 — 11. (Full text on the screen)

The Holy Spirit was sent to do specific things and one of them is to comfort us. So the peace
God intends for us now is both peace with God (we get to call him our Father), and inner
peacein the midst of troubles.

No matter the circumstances, if we keep our focus on God, He will insure we can have victory
ineverything because His perfect peace sustains us for the battle.

You will keep him in shalom whose mind is stayed on you: because he trusts in you. Thou
wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in
thee. (Isaiah 26:3)

Do you have questions? Ask God who gives to all liberally. If any of you lack wisdom, let him
ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.
(James 1:5)

Do you have insurmountable problems? | can do all things through Christ which strengthens
me. | can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. (Philippians 4:13)

Are you weary and feel like giving up? Run the race so as to win the prize. Know ye not that
they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. (I
Corinthians 9:24)

In all things keep your focus on Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. He will never
leavenor forsake you. Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content
with such things as ye have: for he hath said, | will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
(Hebrews 13:5)

So be of good cheer, brothers and sisters. While it may get tough at times, we have the
assurance that Jesus will help us through even the most difficult circumstances.

READ —John 16:33 “These things | have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In
the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; | have overcome the world.”

Yes, in the world we will have tribulation, but be of good cheer... Jesus will see us

through.



Matt 14:22 — 33 (Full text on the screen) esp. v27 Be of good cheer, it is |, be not
afraid.

e |nthe storms of life, Jesus says, be of good cheer, here | am with you

e When doubts and fears accost us, Jesus says, O you of little faith, why do you doubt.

e When problems persist and you see no way out, and the crushing weight of
responsibility tries to flatline you, Jesus says, walk on, | am with you, be of good
cheer.

If you keep your focus on Jesus you certainly can be of good cheer.

If this message of encouragement is resonating with you and you’d like someone to pray
with, please come forward ... If you’re wanting to go deeper with Jesus and need some
encouragement, please come forward ...
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