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5]& INTRODUCTION

In general, your actions verify your values. You do the things that you consider as important or
necessary. There are many factors that may affect your decision-making. For example, social
norms, expectations from others and even your mood. The bigger the decision, the more time it
will take in your planning. I remember three young brothers in my home church in Hong Kong
when I first became a Christian. They had an ambition to start a real estate business. Their goals
were not only to sell existing apartments, but also to buy land and to develop it into future
properties. They analyzed the market, devised business strategy and calculated risks. The wife of
one man got impatient. She complained: “You guys talk too much. You have plenty of ideas, but
there is no action!” Taking her opinion to hearts, the three brothers stepped forward by faith.
They named their company Ideaction. Some seasoned experts teased at them that they would
never get any business because they did not dress in pricy suits. However, some clients trusted
them because of their business ethics. The three young men would not lie or play tricks under the
table. They hoped to use their business to show that Biblical truths are practical in the real world.
It is very easy to say that we love God inside the church walls. But do you do what the Bible says
after you leave this place? Jesus closes the Sermon on the Mount with an analogy. Our life is like
building a house. The outcome depends on the foundation we choose. Our works prove whether
or not we trust Jesus’ words. Let us learn some spiritual principles based on this passage.

fi#Z¥E EXPLANATION
1. =fEECATEE Sl E|HkEk Challenges May Come to Anyone

First, challenges may come to anyone. Jesus uses the exact wordings to describe the conditions
that impact the two houses: rain fell, floods came and winds blew. It does not matter whether you
are young or old, rich or poor and smart or becoming smarter. Also, being God’s children will not
spare us from the problems of the world. Show me a hand if you have been laid off from work,
hospitalized for a severe illness, dumped by a former boyfriend or girlfriend and involved in a
car crash. God loves us but He does not protect us in a shield. It is naive to think that my life will
be smooth-sailing if I accept Jesus today. There are many false teachers who preach that gospel.
There are three problems. First, it is wrong. Second, it is false. Third, it is a lie. That theology is
not based on the Bible. The traditional thinking of “good things come to good people” is not
always true. Can you recall anyone in the Bible who suffered even though they were faithful to
God? Joseph, Job and Paul, to name but a few. Even Lord Jesus who was sinless and innocent
but went through great pain and shame to save us! God allowed them to suffer because there are
some important lessons for them and us to learn. One possible lesson is to trust God more. Look
at 1 Peter 1:6-7 — 6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been
grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith — more precious than gold
that perishes though it is tested by fire — may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at
the revelation of Jesus Christ. In the preceding context, Peter assures us of the great glory we
will receive when we see Jesus in heaven. However, there will be suffering before we get there.
Peter tells us a few other facts in these two verses. First, those trials are brief. Unbearable as they
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may appear, they are way shorter compared to eternity. Second, we will grieve. Loss of a loved
one, our health or our properties can be painful. To cry, groan and sigh are natural reactions.
Third, God has a purpose in those tough challenges. He wants us to grow in our faith. Peter
describes it like a fire purifying gold. A craftsman turns up the heat and burns away the
impurities in the ore. The result is a fine gold. Therefore, do not give up on your faith next time
when you suffer. Instead, give in to the Lord and trust Him. God wants to increase our patience
and obedience. Therefore, do not just focus on the here and now. Otherwise, you may grumble
and lose hope. But focus on the goal. Fourth, Peter tells us the finish-line. There will be praise,
glory and honor when Jesus returns. But for whom? Those recognitions are for us when we
triumph by relying on God. At the same time, those praise, glory and honor are for Jesus who
proves to be faithful even when we are in trials. Therefore, the Lord and us are like teammates
who will stand on the podium and receive a trophy that we will share.

2. WEEHEFAMAYARE: Difficulties Test Our Foundation

Jesus tells us that challenges may come to anyone. Second, difficulties test our foundation. No
one knows if both houses in Jesus’ analogy can withstand a storm in normal days. Similarly, it is
easy to believe in God when everything is working fine. We may not think that we need God
when we have a good health, enough food in the pantry, and money in our savings account. All
of a sudden a storm shakes our foundation. Where can you stand on when things get out of your
control? Jesus praises the wise builder because he applies God’s truths in daily life. What matters
is not how much Bible knowledge you know, but how much you use. James 1:25 says: But the
one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who
forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. Those who hear God’s Word but do
not do accordingly are like people seeing something wrong about themselves in a mirror but do
not correct it. I am sure you are not one of them. I do not see anyone with messy hair, lotion or
shaving cream on your cheeks or food residues on your clothes. God reminds you certain things
that need attention every time you open the Bible. Perhaps you need to be gentler when you
interact with others, more content with what God gives you or spend more time serving others.
You are blessed when you take actions and grow in those areas. The deeper you dig into God’s
Word, the more secure your foundation will be. Jesus uses seed germination as an illustration in
the Parable of the Sower. He says in Matthew 13:20-21 — 20 “As for what was sown on rocky
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no
root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of
the word, immediately he falls away.” Seeds sown on rocky ground may not last long because
the soil is too shallow. They are like people who hear the gospel and accept Jesus right away.
God wants us to receive Him with a childlike faith. But we cannot remain as a child forever. New
believers must further strengthen their roots into God’s Word. If our theology is “God loves me
and so He will bless me,” then we will quickly stumble when difficulties come. Accepting Jesus
is only the starting point of our faith journey. Knowing and following Jesus is a life-long pursuit.
You need to keep reinforcing your spiritual foundation. Spending an hour here every Sunday is
good. But you cannot just eat one spiritual meal in the whole week! You must also read the Bible
on a daily basis. Let God’s truth sink into your mind, much like pouring cement on the
foundation of your house. Then you will stand firm next time when a storm of medical issue,
relational issue or financial issue comes.



3. fRAELEEE AN Y EE## Foundation Is Hidden But Critical

Challenges may come to anyone and difficulties are the best tests for our foundation. Thirdly, a
foundation is a hidden but critical part of a house. Suppose you plan to buy a house. First, you
evaluate the space you need, how much you can afford and which areas you prefer to live. Then
you compare the prices, sizes and locations of the houses in the market. You check the decors
and the neighborhood when you go see those properties. But an experienced real estate agent will
also look for signs of a problematic foundation. They can be cracks on the walls, a sagging floor
or doors that are hard to open and close. When a storm comes, what is hidden will protect
everything that is external. The same is true in a spiritual sense. King David talks about his
foundation in Psalm 62:1-2 — 1 For God alone my soul waits in silence; from him comes my
salvation. 2 He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be greatly shaken. The
word “salvation” here can also mean rescue. David was surrounded by enemies. They attacked
him and slandered against him. David’s army and weapons could protect him to a certain extent.
He also leaned on God. David describes God as his rock, deliverance and fortress. David says he
will not be greatly shaken even though the storm is still roaring. Many people care too much
about furnishing what is above ground but they pay little attention to their foundation. Have you
seen news footage of houses collapsed on the river bank? More than likely, those are bigger and
nicer houses. As the raging water erodes the soil, the foundation is weakened and eventually the
buildings fall. The world defines success by what others can see. People seldom ask about your
character and worldview. When a calamity hits, your foundation will exercise its function. Where
can you find help when your expertise and assets cannot help anymore? The world is ever
changing. There are always new ideas coming up. Many consultants will tell us to eat this and
buy that, invest in this and follow that. Whom should we listen? Paul cautions us in Ephesians
4:13-14 — 13 Until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no
longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine,
by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Paul describes spiritual growth like the
development of a child. Babies should not only grow big and tall, their mind must mature as
well. That way, they will not be led astray by lies. Parents will teach little kids not to follow
strangers. They should recall parents’ warning when bad guys come. In the same way, we must
use the Bible to cross-check every opinion we hear. Any viewpoint not consistent with God’s
Word must be considered with caution.

4. FHFEELEZE—{BI First Priority Is Securing Foundation

Jesus urges us to build our house on a solid rock. It is because challenges may come at any time.
Difficulties are the best tests for our foundation. It is a hidden but critical structure. Fourth,
securing the foundation should be our first priority. It is wise to take early precautions before a
storm comes. It will be too late to set the foundation after a house is built. Jesus asks the
audience to follow His words if they believe that He is speaking the truths. For example, they
should treat enemies with kindness, do good works not for others to see but for God to know, and
serve God rather than serving money, etc. However, Jesus does not want us to treat Him as a
consultant. He invites us to receive Him as our Lord. We must do so before it is too late.
Hebrews 3:12-14 say this: 12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving
heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. 13 But exhort one another every day, as long



as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we
have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. The
author warns his readers not to copy the failure of their ancestors. The Israelites witnessed God’s
mighty power in Egypt and in the wilderness. But they still did not believe in Him. The writer
tells his readers to encourage one another as long as there is a “today.” They should not harden
their hearts toward God. Likewise, you must make a decision to accept Jesus soon. The apostle
Paul says in 2 Corinthians 6:2 — ... now is the day of salvation. Receive Jesus today. Do not
wait! For those who claim Jesus as your Lord, you must make up your mind today to follow
Him. We must lay a strong foundation in Jesus early on. May I encourage our parents a little?
You know how bad the world has become. We must mold and shape our kids when they still
listen to us. We must help them make right choices. Proverbs 22:6 tells us: Train up a child in the
way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. My wife and I took our two
boys to the church since they were babies. I did so not because I am a pastor but because [ am a
Christian parent. My wife and I try to set a godly example at home. We are surely far from
perfect. We pray together before meals, before bedtime and when the boys have a big exam
coming up. They know that the church is the only place we go to every Friday and Sunday. Once
in a while they grumble that the lessons are not that interesting, their Christian friends are absent
and other classmates are doing some fun activities. We encourage them to keep coming. They
never have the latest gadgets, they do not have five extracurricular activities on the weekend, and
they still cannot write their Chinese names. But those things are less important than knowing and
following God. We help lay a spiritual foundation in their hearts. By God’s grace, my first son
was saved at age 7 and the second one at 9. Our old boy is in college now. He has to make his
own decisions. We pray for him often, hoping that he will continue to walk with the Lord.

4&5m CONCLUSION

Our works prove whether or not we trust Jesus’ words. Those who hear and heed His instructions
will be blessed. Let me conclude with a real story. I may disappoint those who look for a happy
ending. But there is an important lesson in this sad ending we should pay attention to. On
4/14/1912 ocean-liner Titanic hit an iceberg and sank into the Atlantic Ocean. More than 1,500
passengers and crew members perished. It was once proudly claimed as the “unsinkable ship.”
To this day, experts still debate about the reasons for the disaster. There were some possible
factors. First, the radio-operator failed to recognize an iceberg warning message from another
ship as urgent. Therefore, he did not relay the message to the captain. Second, there were only 20
lifeboats and each one could only carry 20 people. The rest of the people were freezing in the
frigid water. Third, the builder tried to cut cost. The bolts that held the hull’s steel plates together
were made of inferior metal. That might explain why the Titanic split into two pieces before it
sank. Who could have predicted that there was an iceberg in the sea? The impact tested the
strength of the structure. What was under the water was supposed to protect everything above the
water. However, engineers and workmen failed to secure the foundation first. No one can foresee
what tomorrow will be like. God has been calling people to come to Him since the Bible time.
Do not delay, receive Him before it is too late!
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