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5|= Introduction

Life is full of choices. Some results like what you eat and wear may not matter much. Other
preferences like what you study, which house you buy and whom you married may steer the
course of your life. Some consequences are reversible, others are not. The key is what factors
you rely on to make decisions. That reminds me of the movie “Indiana Jones and the Last
Crusade.” In the film, Indiana’s father Henry is looking for the Holy Grail, the cup that is said to
be used by Jesus at the Last Supper. The cup is claimed to make people live forever. Remember:
this is only a movie! Besides Henry, the Nazis are also looking for the cup. In the closing scenes,
the Jones’ team finds a temple on a mountain where the grail is located. But the Nazis arrived
before them. There is a fight between the two groups. The leader of the bad guys critically
injured Henry, thus forcing Indiana to get the cup in order to save his father’s life. After Indiana
cleared the booby traps, two persons from the Nazis’ gang follow him into a room full of cups.
They do not know which one is the real Holy Grail. A knight who is responsible for guarding the
cup tells them to choose carefully. The two bad guys pick first. They choose a cup made of gold
because they reason that a luxurious item is fit for a king. The man scoops up some water and
drink it to test it. Unfortunately, he dies from rapid aging instantly. The knight comments: “He
chose poorly!” Next, it is Indiana’s turn. He grabs a simple wooden cup based on the fact that
Jesus grew up in a poor carpenter’s family. Indiana drinks from it but nothing happens. The
knight praises Indiana, saying: “You have chosen wisely.” Later, Indiana pours water over
Henry’s wound and heals him. The movie proves a point. Different options may lead to diverse
outcomes. In our passage today, Jesus cautions us about making right choices in life. Following
Jesus is an unpopular choice that brings unprecedented blessings.

fi#fE Explanation
1. Wi{sRiEES Two Tracks (v. 13-14)

Jesus presents His arguments by using three pairs of contrast. First, He tells us that there are two
tracks before us. Let us revisit verses 13-14: 13 “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide
and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate
1s narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.” We see
comparisons of narrow versus wide, hard versus easy, few versus many and life versus
destruction. Whichever track we take will lead to a certain destination. Jesus makes it plain from
the get-go that not a lot people will choose Him and be saved. Christians are always the minority.
Some people think that the majority is always right. A few centuries ago, everyone believed that
the earth is flat. Europeans dared not to sail beyond Spain for fear that they might fall off the
earth! Some wise people made careful observations of the sun, moon and stars. They concluded
that the world is round in shape based on their calculations. The lesson for us is that we should
not reject any new idea that contradicts our existing thinking too soon. We should keep an
objective mind and look for proofs. I always encourage gospel friends to ask all the questions
they have in mind about faith. They should also read the Bible and understand what it actually
says. Superstition is irrational. But it is equally unreasonable not to believe if the facts are



convincing. Christians are few also because it is a difficult path. Jesus told His disciples on other
occasions that they would face persecution. Similarly, the non-believing world will call us
names: fanatics, narrow-minded, old-fashioned, etc. Critics will find ways to silent us because
they do not even want to have a fair debate. The very fact that we face opposition actually proves
that we believe in the right thing. Satan will not attack those who are on the wrong track. Do not
be surprised if classmates, colleagues, friends and relatives give you a hard time for what you
believe. Some non-Christians think they are too smart to accept Jesus. Paul explains in 1
Corinthians 1:21-24 — 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22 For
Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling
block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God and the wisdom of God. The world thinks that the gospel message is silly. The
Jews asked for miracles to support that Jesus is God. They still did not believe after seeing Jesus’
miracles. Why? They were looking for a Messiah to help them overturn the Romans. But Jesus
did not gather the rich and powerful people to plan a revolution. Instead, He got near to the
orphans, widows, poor folks and social-outcasts. Therefore, they despised Jesus. As for the
Greeks, they crave for wisdom. Physical matters are inferior and wicked in their philosophy.
Only the spirit is superior and pure. To them, it was unthinkable that God became a man and
contaminated Himself by the sins of the world. Jesus even died in the most gruesome way on a
cross. How can such a helpless fellow save the whole world? God in His wisdom uses this
dumbest way in people’s mind to complete His salvation plan. The result is that no one can
boast. People can become believers not because they are smarter, richer or more influential. It is
100% God’s grace and mercy. Paul emphasizes in verse 24 people who believe are those that are
called by God. It may appear to us that we choose to go to a church, we choose to listen to the
gospel and we finally choose to accept Jesus. But in fact God chose us before we even knew
Him. That takes away our pride. We can only thank God for His mercy and grace.

2. WifEEEAR Two Trees (v. 15-20)

Jesus says there are two tracks that lead to contrasting destinations. Second, there are two trees
that bear different fruits. Jesus tells us in verses 15-16: 15 “Beware of false prophets, who come
to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will recognize them by
their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?” Prophets in the Bible
did not only predict the future. They also conveyed messages from God. Therefore, we can use
the title “teachers” to describe them. Jesus cautions us that false teachers are wolves in sheep’s
skin. They intentionally deceive people. A simple way to identify them is to look at their fruits.
You cannot get oranges on an apple tree. Two fruits we should examine are the words and works
of teachers. First, what do they teach? Do they explain the Bible based on God’s truth or based
on their own understanding? Do they teach the whole Bible or do they only pick passages that
suit their agenda? Nowadays, many false teachers tell their audience that God loves to bless them
with wealth and health. But the Bible also says that we will suffer for following Jesus. How do
those teachers explain passages like that? False teachers only tell what their listeners like to hear.
Paul puts it this way in 2 Timothy 4:3-4 — 3 For the time is coming when people will not endure
sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their
own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. False
teachers meet the appetite of immature students. People of God: What kind of teachers do you



listen to on YouTube? Do they carefully interpret God’s Word? What do you expect to learn
when you come to the church? Some brothers and sisters say that they hope to discuss some
lighter topics. Perhaps they want to know how to become a better employee, spouse or parent.
The Bible gives us answers to every issue about life. We must understand what God’s Word says
first, then derive applications from it. We cannot skip the first step and jump to things like three
tricks to communicate with your teenage kids or five ways to conquer your spouse’s heart.
Besides checking the words of teachers, we should also examine their works. What are the
motives behind their actions? Do they sincerely serve God and people out of a pure heart? Do
they give glory to God or give credit to themselves? Do they truly care about the spiritual status
of people? Unfortunately, many false teachers run their churches like a business. They make
their spouses co-leaders and family members board officials. They dress like royalty and they
live in mansions. Very likely, false teachers are self-seeking. Satan is very crafty. He will join
the church if he cannot beat the church. Paul describes in 2 Corinthians 11:13-14 — 13 For such
men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 And
no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. False teachers may pretend to
be apostles of Jesus, but in fact they are messengers of the devil. Their goals are to deceive
people and divide the church. People will be misled if they are not careful. Nowadays, identify
theft is a serious crime. I became a victim many years ago. One day I received an email from my
bank. It asks me to click a link and log into my account. You can guess what happened next. An
hour or so later, my credit card company called me and asked me if I had made a few purchases.
Fortunately, I did not lose any money at the end. I was deceived by some bad guys who covered
up as bank employees. I should have called the bank when I had suspicions. Similarly, when we
have doubts about certain teachers’ words or works, we need to go back to the source. Does
everything they say and do align with the Bible? Humans can make mistakes or they may even
lie intentionally. But God’s Word does not have error because it comes from the God of truth.

3. WJREAH Two Trends (v. 21-23)

Jesus says that there are two tracks that people will choose from. There are also two types of
trees that produce different fruits. Thirdly, there are two trends of thoughts that lead to opposite
outcomes. Read verse 21 again: “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” Many who
call Jesus as Lord will not go to heaven. They think they are believers but in fact they are not.
They look religious and they talk godly. However, the true sign of Christians is not external but
internal. The key thing is whether or not they obey the will of the Heavenly Father. Do you say
that you love God on your lips only, or do you love God from your heart? The difference is not
whether you get 60 or 80 points. The contrast is between 0 and 1. You either love God or you do
not. New Christians will keep growing in their relationship with Jesus. But just like a physical
life from a baby to an adult, our devotion to God should keep increasing. We can ask ourselves
the following questions. Do I love to read God’s Word and study it with fellow believers? Am I
only satisfied with gaining some Biblical knowledge, or am I eager to apply God’s truths in my
daily life? God does not look for some weekend Christians, but He calls for everyday followers.
Only those who have an eternal relationship with Jesus will eventually go to heaven. Sadly,
many so-called believers do not realize that until it is too late. Jesus continues to say in verses
22-23: 22 “On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and
cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I



declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’”” On the
judgment day there will be people who sincerely believe that they are saved. They do what most
Christians do. They can even perform miracles. But Jesus tells them: “I never knew you!” They
never belong to God’s family! What truly matters is not who they say they are or what they do.
Some false believers can even possess supernatural power. Jesus warns us upfront in Matthew
24:24 — “For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so
as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.” Besides false prophets we mentioned earlier, there
are even false christs keep coming. They are messengers of Satan and they derive supernatural
power from him. Remember Satan used to be an archangel. But he led some angels to rebel
against God. This is not a sci-fi movie. It is in the Bible. Read for yourself in Isaiah 14, Ezekiel
28 and Revelation 12. God gave Satan and other angels certain power. We need to ask where the
power comes from when we see miracles. Also, does the power attract audience to the person
who possesses it, or does it draw people closer to God? Ultimately, who gets the glory? Of
course, God can work in any way that pleases Him. He can use supernatural power to accomplish
His will. However, we do not need any miracle to verify that God exists. All that we need to
know about Him is in the Bible. We can know God by reading the book. Another solid proof of
God’s work is changed lives. The conversion of every Christian is a unique testimony of God’s
power. In the past, you might be a self-centered person. Perhaps you loved money and you
chased after pleasure and materials. But now you become a God-centered person. You love God
and His people. You love to spend time with fellow believers to encourage each other, and to
serve in the church together. Moreover, you love to tell others about Jesus. Those are all proofs
of a new life. Some people may pretend to be godly for a season. Others may come to church or
read the Bible to please others. However, only God can put a new nature in us. When we are
changed on the inside, then there will be godly character and conducts on the outside.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

Following Jesus is an unpopular choice that brings unprecedented blessings. In this passage,
Jesus is not comparing between good and better choices. He is contrasting right versus wrong
choices. Only the right track leads to heaven. Only the good tree bears fruits that bring life. Only
people who follow the right trends are true believers. Many choices in life may look similar on
the surface. God gives us the freedom to make decisions. However, only those who receive Jesus
can be restored a true relationship with God as His children.
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