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5]& INTRODUCTION

Like father, like child. More than likely, you inherit something from your dad as you grow up.
My wife has met my dad for only a handful of times. But she notices that I share some
similarities with him. Once in a while, she may say: “You’re just like your father. You tend to
hide your feelings inside.” She pointed out another time when we were eating: “You like to tap
your finger on the table just like your dad did.” Whether it is good or bad habits, through genes
or modelling, we copy something from our father. Besides our earthly father, we also have a
Heavenly Father. As Jesus’ followers, do we share certain characteristics God has? Do you think
the way He does? Do you practice His values? Do you treat people with love, patience and
kindness like He deals with you? When we discuss Kingdom living in this series, we learn about
how to live as heavenly citizens in the fallen world. What Jesus teaches us are not just good
moral principles to consider. Those lessons are practical instructions for God’s children to obey.
Parents hope that the lessons children learn at home will impact their adult life. In the same way,
God desires for us to be doers of His truths every day. We are more blessed if we follow what He
says. Jesus talks about prayer in our passage today. We must pray with a right intent that pleases
God. Prayer is not to get what we wish, but it is to know God’s will.

7% EXPLANATION

1. FEHAM4SSE Expected Results

Jesus begins with a promise. We will get expected results when we pray to God. As we shall see,
this assurance must be grounded on God’s terms. Jesus says in verses 7-8: 7 “Ask, and it will be
given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who
asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.” Is
there anyone who always get what you pray for? If not, is Jesus giving us an empty promise?
This is a good example that illustrates we have to interpret a passage in light of the general
teaching of the whole Bible. We should not take words out of context. Otherwise, an incorrect
understanding will lead to inaccurate applications. God gives us the freedom to ask for whatever
it is in our hearts. But He will only give us what He thinks we need. We can refer to a cross-
reference passage in 1 John 5:14-15 — 14 And this is the confidence that we have toward him,
that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us in
whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him. God will hear us
if our prayer aligns with His will. How can we know God’s will? It is all in the Bible. For
example, God hopes that everyone will receive Jesus. Therefore, it is definitely God’s will when
I pray for the salvation of my family members overseas. The more we read the Bible, the more
we will know how to pray. Think of it in terms of a parent and children relationship. When my
boys were little, they played outside with neighbors’ kids. Sometimes they asked me if it is okay
to share their snacks with friends. I would say yes. Generosity and kindness are good virtues,
even when they gave away items that were bought with my money. Similarly, God will love to
grant our wish if the results will bless others and glorify Him. He will not answer our prayers if
we ask with a selfish intent. James 4:3 tells us: You ask and do not receive, because you



ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. God supplies our needs, but He will not fulfill our
wants. For example, why should He give you a million dollars if your desire is to live large? He
will not give you a new car either if your motive is to show-off to your friends. That points to an
important spiritual principle. Getting what we hope for should not be the final goal. We need to
ask how to use what God gives us to honor Him. Suppose God sends you to a well-known
college with a nice scholarship. Perhaps He wants you to share the gospel with the people you
will meet. He may also use campus life to prepare you to serve Him in your future profession.
God bless you a job with a decent salary. You can pay bills and raise a family. But will you use
your career as a platform to witness for Jesus? You should thank God if He heals you from a
major disease. Perhaps He gives you a good health so that you can serve Him more in and
outside of the church. You see, prayer is not a process to get what we want. It is a means to know
God’s will. Many people abandon the Christian faith when they did not get what they asked for.
They think that prayer works like a vending machine. They put money in the slot, and expect a
specific item to come out. They get mad if the machine malfunctions. They will bang on it or
shake it until they get that what they pay for. Prayer works more like a suggestion box. We
sincerely submit our opinions, hoping that some officials will consider our concerns. Of course,
it is impossible to fulfill the requests of all the people. In comparison, our God is full of wisdom
and power. He can take care of our needs, the needs of billion other people and oversee what is
happening in the world at the same time. That is why He is God and we are not. He invites us to
commit our requests to Him. We then accept by faith that the outcome is what God sees as the
best for us. He is our Master and we are His servants. He listens to our prayer but we should
listen to His directions.

2. HEERYEE{% Established Relationship

There will be expected results when we pray to God. He provides for all that we need because of
an established relationship with us. He treats us as children when we honor Him as our Heavenly
Father. Jesus says in verses 9-11: 9 “Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give
him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11 If you then, who are evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven
give good things to those who ask him!”” A stone can look like a loaf of bread, and a small snake
is slender and has scales that resembles a fish. It is unthinkable for a father to give something
useless and even harmful to his children. Sadly, there are some self-centered and irresponsible
dads in the world. But in general, a father loves his kids and he will give them the best. But even
when an earthly father can be ignorant and negligent, our Heavenly Father will not overlook our
needs. He will bless us abundantly according to His will. Presenting prayer takes faith. We know
that our Father who we cannot see is listening. Receiving God’s response also needs faith. We
trust that He knows our needs more than we do. Sometimes, we are upset when we do not get
what we want. We hope to get some fancy pastry from a renowned bakery. But God may give us
some simple bread from Aldi. We crave for some live fish in a tank. But God may have in mind
some catfish nuggets. In your case, it may be a job, a car, a house or even your spouse that does
not meet your expectation. What we truly need is a submissive heart, ready and willing to accept
God’s will. Besides our physical needs, God also have our spiritual need in mind. In a parallel
passage in Luke 11:13, Jesus tell us the best gift our Heavenly Father prepares for us: “... how
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” Receiving the
Holy Spirit is another way to say that a person is saved. The moment we commit our lives to



Jesus, the Holy Spirit will come into our hearts. He will stay there forever. The presence of the
Holy Spirit confirms our salvation. Among other works, the Holy Spirit helps us understand the
Bible, He guides us in the truth and He convicts our hearts when we go astray. He also directs us
in our prayer. For instance, He will nudge us when we pray for the wrong things or pray with a
wrong motive. Therefore, prayer is not to demand things on our shopping list. Parents will be
heart-broken if their kids come to them only when they lack something. My older son is in
college. I know unlike girls, boys do not talk much. When my son contact me, usually it is
because he wants me to pay certain fees or to buy something for him. But once in a while, he will
ask me for inputs on certain decisions. For example, whether or not he should join an interest
club or serve as a volunteer. I enjoy those communication. He reasons that I may have some
useful advice because I have more life experience. He also understands that I have his best
interests in mind. My son turns to me despite my limited wisdom and resources. How much more
should we go to our mighty Heavenly Father? Prayer is an interaction between He and us. Prayer
works not because our words have any magic power or we follow a certain formula. Prayer is
effective because our Heavenly Father chooses to exercise His sovereignty and acts on our
behalf. Prayer is not like crying out for help when you get into trouble while hiking. You hope
that someone who hears you will come to your rescue. Of course God hears you when you pray.
But He may not respond to you if you are not His child. However, there is one type of prayer
from non-believers that God will definitely answer. It is the sinners’ prayer. God loves to hear
your confession and your willingness to accept His salvation grace. God is delighted for you to
come back to His family and recognize Him as your Father.

3. ZEfHAVEESK Extended Request

Jesus tells us that there will be expected results when we pray to God. He graciously supplies our
needs because of an established relationship. Because of that, Jesus gives us an extended request.
We must treat others the same way God deals with us. Jesus says in verse 12: “So whatever you
wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.” “The
Law and the Prophets” are the two major sections of the Old Testament. Jesus means that treating
others how you want to be treated is consistent with the Bible. On another occasion, Jesus told
people that the Word of God can be boiled down to two commands: love God and love our
neighbors as ourselves. The apostle John also reminds us that we cannot say we love the God we
cannot see if we do not love fellow believers we can see. Jesus’ request in this verse is generally
called the “Golden Rule.” It is similar to a maxim by the ancient Chinese philosopher Confucius.
He wrote: “Do not do to others what you do not want them to do to you.” For example, if you do
not want people to lie to you, cheat you and steal from you, then you should not take advantage
of them in those ways. Jesus went a step further. Not hurting others is not good enough. He also
tells us to treat people well. When the gospel writer Luke records this teaching from Jesus, he
puts the Golden Rule in the context of how we should interact with enemies. Jesus tells us to
repay evil with good. God gives sunshine and rain to believers and non-believers alike.
Therefore, we should show kindness to even our enemies. If that is the case, how much more
should we show kindness to people who do not harm us? The Marriott Hotel used that idea in a
series of TV commercials in 2017. One clip presents a true story. A lady called the front-desk
because she had severe abdominal pain. The manager was about to go home. But she dropped
her bag and went to check on the guest right away. Later she called an ambulance and sent the
lady to a hospital. It turned out that her appendix had burst. Fortunately, a surgery was performed



successfully. The hotel manager stayed past midnight until the patient woke up and made sure
that she was fine. We like to see heart-warming stories like this. It shows the beauty of humanity.
But are we inspired to step out of our comfort zone and demonstrate love through actions?
Sometimes, we make excuse that we are busy. Perhaps we assume that someone else will do it.
But if everyone thinks the same way, then what needs to be done will not be done. I had an
interesting observation a few weeks ago. I was chatting with someone in our gym. I saw a few
kids’ bikes on the floor right outside the coffee room. Those toys were blocking the way. I had a
concern that someone would stumble on them. Then a few people walked by. They were aware
of the obstacles because they leaped over those bikes. But none of them moved the clutter. Two
girls passed by moments later. [ asked them to bring the toys back to where they should be. They
were glad to do the work. The world will surely be a better place if we take the initiative to care
for others’ needs. Very often, it can be simple things that a little kid can do. You may ask: what if
I am friendly and helpful to people but they do not respond in the same way? Jesus never
guarantees us that people will return good for good. He would never have gone to the cross if He
waited until we made a confession! Jesus asks us to do our part, regardless of how others may
react. We choose to show compassion and understanding, and to offer help. We seize
opportunities to praise others and celebrate their success. There can be a few motivations for our
actions. When money is the incentive, it is called a work. To do something reluctantly when
being asked to can be an obligation or a punishment. But to do it joyfully because you have a
simple heart to bless others is grace.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

Our close relationship with God will affect how we treat others. Prayer is not to get what we
wish, but it is to know God’s will. We can never bargain with God and persuade Him to agree
with our terms. The longer we pray, the more we are willing to let go of our desire. Through this
interaction, we get closer to the Heavenly Father. Someone described prayer like docking a ship
to a pier. The crew from the boat throw a few ropes to the men on the shore. Then the engine on
the ship will fire up and pull those cables. The pier will not be pulled out to the ocean-liner.
Instead, the ship is drawn up to the pier. Likewise, our prayer will never drag God down to us.
Rather, it brings us nearer to Him. Gradually, we realize that getting what we hope for becomes
less important. We become submissive to the Father and pray like Jesus did: “Not my will; but
Yours be done.”
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