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2|2 INTRODUCTION

Art can be a subjective thing. Whether a painting or a sculpture is beautiful or ugly, spectacular
or outrageous is up for debate. Let us consider some examples. The Free Stamp is the world’s
largest rubber stamp. It is set in a park in Cleveland, OH. The message “Free” is to remember the
liberation of slaves after the Civil War. A display titled “My Bed” is nothing but some messy
clothing, blanket and bed-sheet along with some garbage on the floor. Parents should not
complain if their kids forget to make their beds in the morning. That chaos can be the next
masterpiece. Most artists spend hours to create their works. But some final products can easily be
duplicated by a five year old kid. In 2014, “Black Fire I’ set a world record for its auctioned
price. It was sold at $84.2 million. I would rather buy an island and build a nice house with that
kind of money. Treasure or trash depends on how much people are willing to pay for it. Artists
use their works to communicate a message. Audience will have different interpretations. The best
way to understand the meanings is to ask the creators. The same is true in inter-personal
relationship. We may not know the motives behind people’s words and actions until they tell us.
Guessing can easily lead to judging. Here is a definition of judging for our discussion today: it is
to give negative comments about someone with a goal to find fault. Verse 1 is one of the most
often-quoted Bible verse by non-believers: “Judge not, that you be not judged.” However, it is
badly misunderstood. Some people argue: “How can you label me as a sinner when you’re
imperfect in many ways too?” Following the same logic, I can protest to a cop who writes me a
speeding ticket and disagree with a judge who declares me as guilty. They are inadequate in
some ways. [ will be in serious trouble if I disrespect those law enforcement agents. They do not
set the rules. Their roles are to interpret the laws. Similarly, we as Christians have no authority to
determine who are sinners. We only convey God’s verdict about all of our spiritual condition. He
is the final Judge, and we are only His messengers.

fi#f% EXPLANATION

1. “RNEIREKIE Don’t Be Hypercritical

Jesus begins by telling us not to be hypercritical of others. Hypercritical people focus on others’
mistakes and flaws. If we judge others with that mentality, we will receive the same treatment in
return. Look at verse 2 again: “For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and
with the measure you use it will be measured to you.” People will judge us with the same
purpose and the same standard we use on them. The result will only be hostility instead of
harmony. We are playing the devil when we are hypercritical toward others. We attack people
without addressing the problems. It is very easy to express our disapproval then walk away. We
act like outsiders. We think: “It’s their problems, not mine.” We are upset because things are not
done to our satisfaction. It is the typical “my way or highway” mindset. It can easily dissolve
unity. How can we avoid that? We need to examine our intents before we speak. What do I want
to achieve? Am I trying to help others or hurt them? Will I build relationship up or break it down?
Whose standard am I using when I judge others — God’s or mine? Am I willing to help resolve
the situation? Talk is cheap, but work takes time and effort. Without a doubt, we need wisdom




when pointing out people’s errors. Let us face it: people can be sensitive. We love to hear
compliments, but we close our ears to criticism. When we sense that we are being attacked, we
will put on a defense mechanism. We will reject the comments no matter how valid they are.
Perhaps we will try to explain our conducts. We may say: “I made a mistake because I didn’t
have all the information I needed.” Or “I failed because so and so didn’t do their job right.” It
surely takes lot of humility to admit one’s faults. Remember that king David once committed two
grave sins. He snatched someone’s wife and later had he the husband killed in a battle. Who
would dare to indict David? A king can do whatever he wants. But David was not only a leader
above his citizens. He was also a servant under God. The Lord would not let David’s sins go
away unaccounted for. So He sent prophet Nathan to speak to David. Nathan expressed God’s
message with a story. There were a rich man and a poor guy living in the same town. The first
person had a lot of sheep and cattle. The latter person only had a little lamb. One day the wealthy
man had a guest. But he was too stingy to cook an animal to treat his visitor. So he seized the
lamb from the poor man. David was furious on hearing that. He told Nathan that such a cold-
hearted person must compensate the poor man four times. He even deserved to die! The prophet
then said to the king: ... “You are the man!” ... (2 Samuel 12:7) Nathan used the same standard
David judged another person to judge him. David was the landlord in the story. God gave David
the throne, riches and a few wives. But he drooled over someone’s spouse. How did the king
respond? He says in verse 13: ... “I have sinned against the Lord.” ... David admitted that he
was the rich man who oppressed a weaker person. It takes wisdom to point out someone’s
mistake without being judgmental. Nathan’s goal was to restore David and not to shame him. It
is like Proverbs 27:6 that says: Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an
enemy. Sometimes, we do not want to face the fact because it confronts our pride. But a drastic
action is needed to deal with a severe problem. A surgeon uses a knife to cut away unhealthy
tissue. He has to hurt a patient before he can heal the person. The wound causes discomfort. But
joy will come after the recovery. That brings up our first lesson based on this passage: Be a
brother, not a bother, to your fellow believers. It is better to remain silent if our words do not
carry love. Recently, a sister called me up and corrected my mistake in a sermon. Actually, it was
the second time she did it. She began by saying: “Pastor, may I say something that may offend
you?” I said: “No problem!” She pointed out that I misquoted some details about a story from the
Bible. She was correct! I felt embarrassed instead of angry. I thanked her for telling me that. That
proves a few things. First, she paid attention when listening. Second, she knows the Bible well.
Third, she cares about the accuracy when God’s Word is taught more than anything else. She
wisely asked me for permission before she talked. She went back to my manuscript and double-
checked it. Instead of saying “you are wrong” she said “something wasn’t right.” She targeted
the problem and not the person. We can make a false allegation when we fail to do an objective
investigation first. Recently, I was troubled because I thought my wife spent too much money on
buying some meat. I was shocked when I saw the price on the package. I said to myself:
“Goodness! Did she check the cost before she paid?” Then I voiced my dissatisfaction to her. She
responded: “I would not have purchased it at that price. I believe you asked me to buy it when
Kroger was on sale.” I grumbled in my heart, thinking that she made up an excuse. An hour later,
she came to me and said: “See. You wrongfully accused me. There is a discounted price below
the sticker.” I quickly asked her for forgiveness. I did not collect the facts before making a
judgment. That underscores the second lesson: A thorough detective helps a judge make a fair
verdict. We often like to create stories using our imagination. We draw a straight line from what
we see to what we think had happened. Hence, we make judgment based on feelings and not




facts. More than likely, such guess work will lead to a wrong conclusion. We have to connect the
dots by piecing evidence together first. We also need to ask the people involved. When we are
hypercritical, we only want to prove that we are right and others are wrong. But the more
important thing is to clear up confusion so that we can get the message across. As God’s children,
we should drop our assumption and pursue the truth.

2. REHLLEF Don’t Be Hypocritical

Jesus cautions us not to be hypercritical of others. Moreover, He tells us not be hypocritical
either. He says in verse 3: “Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not
notice the log that is in your own eye?” It is impossible to see others’ problems clearly when we
have a huge log in our own eyes. Hypocritical people pay attention to others’ mistakes while
ignoring their own issues. Here is another lesson we should keep in mind: Maximizing others’
defects will not minimize your own flaws. Say I enter my house after finishing yard work. I am
sweaty and my hair is messy. There are dirt, and debris of grass and leaves on my clothes. Then
my son walks by. I say to him: “Don’t you realize there is a tiny hole on your shirt? I would not
wear it anymore if | were you. By the way, tell mom that I’'m going to Walmart now.” People
may think that I am homeless if [ walk into the store like that. Hypocritical people feel that they
are perfectly fine and others are full of problems. They find ways to justify their conducts and
conditions. They may say: “I can’t help it. I was born that way,” or “Yeah, I’'m bald. But I can
save a lot of money by buying less shampoo.” Hypocritical people set a high expectation on
others while they lower the requirements on themselves. We are playing God when we are
hypocritical. That was the reason why Adam and Eve fell. God told them not to eat the fruits
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Satan spread confusion into Eve’s mind. He
asked her: “Did God really tell you that you will die if you eat that fruit?”” Then Satan twisted the
fact. Genesis 3:5 reads: “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” Satan implied that God withheld something good
from Eve. We may wonder why discerning good from evil is a bad thing. God surely wants us to
increase our knowledge about Him. He hopes that we can rely on His wisdom to make decisions.
However, all that must be within a Father and children relationship. He wants us to be like Him,
but not to replace Him. Suppose you have multiple kids. One day your oldest son says: “Daddy,
we three kids agree that we will postpone bedtime to 11 p.m. You and mommy cannot say no
because you only have two votes.” That idea is absurd. Kids do not make the rules. They obey
the rules their parents set. Adam and Eve were doing the very thing when they attempted to
override God’s authority. The result was a disaster. They noticed that they were naked after they
ate the fruit. Did they not know that they had no clothes earlier? Surely they did. The point is that
they did not see anything wrong beforehand. But now they determined that it was not good to be
naked. In other words, they redefined God’s standard. Surely we cannot use our 21 century
mindset to interpret that outcome. Our evaluation of right and wrong are impacted by sin. After
the first couple disobeyed God, people want to make themselves their own gods. They use
freedom as a trump card. God only created two genders. But some people maintain that they can
call themselves whatever they like. God says marriage is between one husband and one wife. But
some people think that they can pick whoever they want. The Bible says Jesus is the only way to
salvation. But many people believe there are alternative ways to go to heaven. To be with God
forever may not even be their ultimate goal. But it is impossible that every person is correct.
Ultimately, there has to be an absolute standard that everyone must submit to. God is the




standard. Christianity levels the playing field. We are all sinners under the holy and righteous
God. Every person will be subject to His judgment. Paul says in Romans 2:1 — Therefore you
have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on another you
condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. In the context, Paul
condemns the Jews. They thought having God’s Law made them superior to the Gentiles. But
knowing God’s requirements is not enough. A desire to follow His commands proves a true
relationship. We are saved by the grace of God. There is nothing we can boast about. Therefore,
we should not be hypocritical toward gospel friends. We should not condone sins. But we should
not condemn sinners either. That is God’s business. Our job is to point people to Jesus, the only
source of grace. Even after we are saved, we must continue to grow to be more like Jesus. Psalm
139:23-24 give us some helpful reminders: 23 Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me
and know my thoughts! 24 And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting! We constantly invite the Holy Spirit to scan our mind and reveal anything that does
not live up to God’s standard. We then confess those sins to God and ask Him for forgiveness.
Rather than using our own standard to judge others, we should use God’s standard to assess
ourselves. This may be a helpful lesson to us: Grab a mirror instead of a magnifying-glass when
you evaluate others. We need God’s grace as much as others. Our mindset will be correct when
our eyesight is clear. Then we can look at others’ sins with a proper perspective. Paul advises us
in Galatians 6:1 — Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. We have
an obligation to bring fellow believers back to the right path when they go astray. We do so out
of love. We pull them up instead of stepping onto them. We should not be hypocritical as if we
were better. We are all prone to sin. The difference is that we are susceptible to various
temptations. Every believer may become a prodigal child at certain point in their spiritual life.
Today I may need your help. In the future, I can offer help to you. God loves sinners but hates
sins. So should we.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

God is the final Judge, and we are only His messengers. Let us not play the devil and be
hypercritical of others. And let us not play God and be hypocritical either. Pastor and author
Chuck Swindoll once said that the church has a serious problem. He called it “verbal pollution.”
There are members who grumble and complain all the time. They are always pessimistic and
negative. A group of Christians showed concern about the situation Pastor Swindoll described.
They made an agreement to avoid criticizing others for one week. They were surprised to find
how little they talked! They remained silent when they had nothing positive to say. So they
decided to continue the experiment. They realized that they had to relearn conversation skills.
That is something we need to do too. We pursue the facts to build understanding. We strive to be
kind and sincere toward each other. We should not only believe in love and talk about love. But
we must practice love in the family of God.
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