Sin Beneath The Skin 2 7 DL T HYIE 10/1/23
Luke FEIITES 5:12-16

INTRODUCTION 5[&

Humans and animals differ in a lot of ways. Your dogs and cats only eat, sleep, play and
go to the bathroom. Perhaps your pet can sing, open doors or do backflips. Those are
special talents. But in general, they looks happy if their basic needs are met. They do not
seem to feel bored or stressful. Humans are complicated in that we have more than
physical needs. Psychologist Abraham Maslow published a paper titled “A Theory of
Human Motivation” in 1943. He grouped human needs into a few categories. Allow me
to modify his classifications to make things simpler. The most basic needs we have are
survival needs. We need food and water, and clothes and a shelter. Then we also have
emotional needs. We want to feel loved and accepted by family and friends. Beyond
those needs, we also want to reach certain goals. We find life meaningful when we can
achieve something for ourselves or contribute to mankind. The main character in our
story today had some needs too. Jesus met the man’s deepest need. In doing so, Jesus
touches the untouchable because He wants to reach the unreachable.

EXPLANATION f#fE
1. Recognize the Problems [FEHE (v. 12-13)

A man with leprosy came to Jesus for help. He recognized his problems. Leprosy, or
Hansen’s disease, is caused by bacterial infection. It can damage skin and even nerves.
The word “leprosy” in the Bible is actually a general term for various skin diseases. Some
are contagious, others are not. The problems might not be curable several thousand years
ago. At that time, people with leprosy had to be quarantined. Items got in contact with a
leper were either washed, burned or thrown away. Patients would feel shameful of how
their skin looks like. It is like some teenagers may want to stay home if they have an
outburst of pimples. Similarly, leprosy affects people’s social life. Leviticus 13:45 says
lepers must warn others in public: “The leprous person who has the disease shall wear
torn clothes and let the hair of his head hang loose, and he shall cover his upper lip and
cry out, ‘Unclean, unclean.”” The closest thing we can think of is COVID-19. Some
people get nervous when they hear others nearby sneeze or cough. Imagine how you feel
if you have to yell aloud “COVID! COVID!” when you are infected? People around you
will immediately spread out like the water in the Red Sea. The medical problem will
create a relational barrier. Leprosy does not only make people sick. It also makes them
ritually unclean. They could not participate in worship. They feel alienated from people
and even abandoned by God. In verse 12, this desperate man went to see Jesus: ... And
when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, “Lord, if you will, you can make
me clean.” He showed his sincerity and humility by bowing down before the Lord. This



patient taught us the proper attitude when we pray to God. We honor Him as our Master.
Also, we should not cast any doubt on God’s power. The only factor we are uncertain is
His will. God can do anything if only He is willing. We must be ready to accept His
responses with obedience. That is why Jesus teaches us to pray “Father, Your will be
done.” Prayer should reflect our trust in God. We should plead to God like the man did to
Jesus. We affirm that God is our only help. In the case of this leper, he received mercy
from Jesus. Look at verse 13: And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying,
“I will; be clean.” And immediately the leprosy left him. His sickness was gone instantly.
Jesus performed the miracle by touching the man. Jesus does not need any physical
contact to release His power. He cast out demons and calmed the stormy sea using voice
commands. By touching the leper, Jesus showed compassion and acceptance. The Law
requires the patient to keep a distance from others. However, Jesus approached the man.
Jesus did not worry about getting infected or becoming unclean. Making personal contact
expresses encouragement. A warm handshake, a pat on the shoulder or a hug conveys
love and care. Instead of praying for someone in need, you can pray by laying a hand on
the person. Sending a hand-written note feels more personal than sending a text message.
Donating money to a charity is a nice thing. But serving needy people face-to-face with
your hands tell them how much you truly care.

2. Reconcile the Patient {88 A f1%F (v. 14-16)

The leper recognized his problems. He wanted to be clean. In healing a disease, Jesus
showed that He had the power to reconcile the patient with God. After Jesus cured the
man, He asked him to do a few things. Jesus says in verse 14: And he charged him to tell
no one, but “Go and show yourself to the priest, and make an offering for your cleansing,
as Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” First, the man had to let a priest confirm that
he no longer had leprosy. Second, he had to present sacrifices. It was a week-long process
based on Leviticus 14. A recovered leper brought two birds to a priest. One would be
killed, the other one would be released after dipping it into the blood of the slain bird.
The person would be sprinkled seven times with the same blood. Eight days later, animal
sacrifices would be made. They were either two lambs, or one lamb plus a bird if the
person was poor. Afterward, the person would be declared clean and could resume
normal life. That person’s sin was atoned. God sees the disease as an offense because
sickness makes people imperfect. Of course, not all diseases are the direct effect of sins.
We live in a world full of germs. Next time when you have a cold, you may take some
medicine instead of making a confession to God. Jesus asked the man to follow the
instructions as a proof. It was a testimony of Jesus’ healing power. More than likely, the
priest would ask the man how he got well. Then he testified that a man called Jesus laid
hand on him and cured him. However, Jesus told the man not to tell anyone else about the
incident. Jesus hoped that the miracle would not create any fanfare. However, the man
did the exact opposite. Look at verses 15-16: 15 But now even more the report about him
went abroad, and great crowds gathered to hear him and to be healed of their infirmities.
16 But he would withdraw to desolate places and pray. Everybody went to Jesus as a



result. So much so that Jesus had to retreat to remote areas to pray. We wonder why Jesus
did not use His power to help more people. He might as well set a booth everywhere He
went with a sign that reads: “Got problems? Call 1-800-GOJESUS!” Jesus did not heal
sicknesses or cast out demons in every town. He did not want people to see Him as a
miracle performer only. He came as a gospel messenger. He did not come to provide
solutions to people’s problems on the outside. He gives us a solution to our sin problem
on the inside. We are separated from God due to our sins. Only Jesus has the power to
reconcile us with God. He grants us salvation, not services. Christian organizations over
the world provide great help to needy people. They build hospitals and schools. They
give food and clothing. Those are all noble causes. How do people react after their needs
are met? Most of them never return until they need help again. We will only be like
treating people’s leprosy on the skin if we do not deal with their sins underneath. As a
church, we welcome everyone who comes through our doors. Perhaps they are seeking
help with their financial, emotional, medical or relational problems. We mobilize
manpower and resources, or we refer them to outside experts and agencies. However, we
will not be faithful to God’s calling if we do not care about their spiritual problem.
Everyone is a sinner, and everyone needs Jesus. Solving people’s temporary problems are
opportunities to introduce them to the Great Physician. We should be Jesus’
representatives in the world and help reconcile people to Him.

CONCLUSION %&36

Only Jesus can make us clean. He touches the untouchable because He wants to reach the
unreachable. Jesus has the grace to meet our deepest need. I brought up Abraham
Maslow’s study at the beginning. I intentionally omitted the highest form of need Maslow
proposed. It is a transcendental need. We are created in God’s image. Therefore, only
things eternal can give us an everlasting joy. Success, money, materials and relationship
cannot give us a long-term happiness. It will be like drinking salty water to quench our
thirst. Only God can satisfy our longing for a relationship with Him. The Bible says we
are lost in sin when we do not know God. We are like homeless people wandering
around. We are sinful but God is sinless. Therefore, we can never reach God on our own
effort. Our Heavenly Father loves us so much that He sent His Son Jesus Christ to call us
back home. Jesus reaches out to us because He wants to touch our hearts. He shows no
concern that He will be contaminated by our sins. He even took our sins to the cross. To
those who do not know Jesus, He is welcoming you now. In order to be reconciled with
God, first you must admit that you are a sinner. Jesus once said that only sick people will
consult a doctor. You will not look for a Savior if you do not realize that you are a sinner.
Second, you must believe that Jesus is the only true God. He died for your sins. Third,
you must commit your life to Jesus. You accept Him as your Savior and Lord. From now
on, He is the Boss of your life. You listen to Him and follow Him. If you have never
made this decision before, would you like to receive Jesus today? On that day, Jesus
healed the leper. Jesus can save your soul today.
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