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2|2 INTRODUCTION

Duties go together with our rights. That is the first lesson I learned from my social studies class
in school. We enjoy many benefits in the society. But we are also obligated to pay tax, and even
perform jury duties and serve in the military when called upon. Being a citizen of God’s
Kingdom is similar to being a citizen of any country. God gives His children many blessings in
this life and for eternity. He entrusts us with certain responsibilities. We must obey Him and
follow His instructions. Jesus established a new covenant with His believers. All who receive
Him have an eternal relationship with God. Jesus paid a great price to save us. We must also be
ready to pay a price to follow Him. That is a major theme in the book of Hebrews. The author
encourages his readers to rely on God and persevere until they see the Lord. Besides
encouragement, he also gives them some warnings. Today we will study the last of the five
warnings in the book. The author urges his readers not to ignore the grace they received from
God. The blessings they would lose were too valuable for them to deny Jesus. We should not
disregard God’s grace either. Very often, we take certain things like good health for granted. The
past two weeks was a humbling experience for me. We should always give thanks to God for
everything. God saves us and He watches over us every moment. If we cherish our relationship
with God in this life, we will long for His eternal blessings. In this passage, the author presents
his arguments in a negative way. We need to turn those points 180 degrees in order to get the
positive lessons. Let us consider three words based on this passage.

f#F2 EXPLANATION
1. 21 Appreciate

The first word is appreciate. We must appreciate the status we have in God. Let us begin by
reading verse 14-17. The author uses the notion of holiness to connect with the preceding
context. God disciplines us so that we can share in His holiness. Sin does not only affect our
personal relationship with God. It will also stumble a faith community. In verse 15, the author
describe sin like a bitter root. Picture it like weeds that will choke up your garden. Sin can be
contagious. Moses sent twelve spies to survey Canaan after the Israelites left Egypt. Ten of them
were afraid of the enemies while forgetting God’s promise. They persuaded everyone to go back
to Egypt. As a result, God judged His people. They spend the next forty years wandering in the
wilderness until that generation passed away. Whether it is in the society or in a church, we must
evaluate people’s opinions in light of the facts and God’s truth. Are they being objective and
Biblical? Will it draw people closer to or away from God? The author uses Esau as an example
of someone who had a selfish-intent. He did not appreciate the privilege God gave to him. Esau
was the older twin brother of Jacob. Esau was a typical red-neck who loved hunting. His dad
Isaac was a carnivore, and so he showed favor to Esau. Whereas, Rebekah the mom loved the
stay-home boy Jacob more. One day Esau came home exhausted after a hunting trip. He noticed
that little brother was making some stew. Esau was starving, and so he asked Jacob for some
soup. Jacob took advantage of his brother’s weakness. He replied: “Sure! But you have to
exchange your birthright for my stew.” Esau replied without thinking: “I’m about to die of



hunger. What good is that birthright to me?” A pastor once said we should be careful not to make
hasty decisions when we are hungry, angry or lonely. Satan knows how to manipulate our
feelings and tempt us. In the Bible times, the firstborn son would carry on the family’s name and
would get a double share of the father’s inheritance. Esau had no idea that he made a huge
mistake until it was too late. When Isaac became old, he wanted to bless Esau. Rebekah then
conspired with Jacob to steal Isaac’s blessing. Isaac unknowingly blessed Jacob instead of Esau.
Isaac said in his blessing that Jacob’s descendants would lord over his brother’s. We see in the
Bible that some blessings from senior figures carry certain prophetical meanings. Examples are
like Abraham’s, Moses’ and even Jacob’s future blessings. Esau despised his privilege as the
firstborn son. God’s blessing would be given to Jacob instead. In fact, God later changed Jacob’s
name to Israel. Jacob became a key ancestor for the future nation. Esau’s mistake led to far-
reaching and irreversible consequences. Isaac could not change his mind and he did not have any
other blessing to give to Esau even when Esau begged with tears. The lesson for the story is in
verse 15: “See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God.” The author urges his readers not
to ignore God’s blessings like Esau did! They must appreciate the status they had in Jesus. The
pioneers of faith in chapter 11 willingly gave up everything for their faith. Moses despised the
privilege as a prince in Egypt. Jesus endured the pain and shame of the cross with joy. We should
choose God’s blessings rather than the world’s treasures. We will suffer loss for our faith. Your
friends may ridicule you for believing in an invisible God. The world will label us as narrow-
minded and intolerant. The society admires success, fame and fortune but pays little attention to
how people achieve them. Do not deny the Lord because of some temporary benefits such as
your face, people’s acceptance or financial gain. God will protect us if we stand firm in Him.

2. 5T Approach

The second word we will ponder on is approach. One privilege all believers enjoy is to approach
God in-person. Jesus’ death has opened the door for us to come to the Father. The author
compares the restriction in the old covenant with the reception in the new covenant. Let us read
verse 18-21. The background is recorded in Exodus 19. God gave the Law to Moses on Mount
Sinai. God asked Moses to set a boundary at the foot of the mountain. Any animal or human
went past the line must be executed. God only allowed Moses and Aaron to go up the mountain
and meet Him. There were thunder and lightning, dark cloud, smoke and fire, and sound of a
trumpet when God descended. The earth was shaking too. It was so terrifying that the Israelites
did not want to listen to God. They asked Moses to be their representative. The author of
Hebrews says that actually Moses was afraid too. Everyone would rather keep a distance like
going to a zoo to see lions, bears and other wild animals. It is dangerous to get too close. The
whole setting underscores God’s holiness. Sinful people cannot approach a sinless God. Mount
Sinai symbolizes a place for God’s judgment. Those restriction and punishment have been
removed by Jesus. The author goes on to describe a second mountain in verse 22-24. Mount Zion
refers to the location where Jerusalem is built. Specifically, it points to the temple mount. But the
name Zion in the Old Testament prophecies often represent God’s people. That is the implication
here. It is not about a physical mountain, but the place where God’s children will gather. It is the
“city of the living God” and “the heavenly Jerusalem.” There is a multitude of angels. Then verse
23 says there will also be an assembly of the firstborn. The word “firstborn” here is plural in
Greek. Therefore, it refers to a group of people. It is not about their birth order but their right to
possess inheritance. They are enrolled in heaven. That reminds us of the book of life in



Revelation. God keeps the names of all the believers throughout history. In other words, those
firstborns are people that will eventually be in heaven. If you are a Christian, then you will be
among them too. Of course, God will also be there. Verse 24 highlights that Jesus is "’the
mediator of a new covenant.” He shed His blood to establish a new covenant with us. His blood
“speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.” In Genesis 4, Cain killed his brother Abel out of
jealousy. Abel’s blood cried out for justice. But Jesus’ blood covers all injustice for those who
seek salvation in Him. In sum, there will be a huge congregation of angels and believers in God’s
presence on Mount Zion. The scenes at the two mountains are contrasting. No one was allowed
to climb up Mount Sinai without God’s permission. The presence of God stirred up great fear.
However, God welcomes His children to gather on Mount Zion. They meet together with God in
great joy. The readers of this letter should long for this future assembly with perseverance. God
had reserved some seats for them. There would be an end to religious persecution. There will be
a reunion with fellow believers in heaven. There will be an unending fellowship and worship in
God’s presence. Do you look forward to that gathering too? If so, we also need to persevere in
our faith. The hardship you face may be different from what those first generation Christians
experienced. But just like them, we receive the same salvation grace from Jesus. He is the same
source of strength we can rely on in times of need. He gives us the same hope we can count on
when there seems to be no hope. There should be no fear as we approach God today. Jesus has
forgiven our sins. But do we approach God with joy? Do you get up on Sunday morning and
come to church with joy? It is not about whether the songs and message fit your taste. Joy comes
from your heart. It is an expression of love for God and thankfulness to Him.

3. #J5 Appeal

We must appreciate the salvation grace we receive and we should approach God with joy.
Thirdly, the author makes a final appeal to his reader and us to persevere. Let us read verse 25-
29. God’s warning comes from both the earth and heaven. God made an earthly covenant with
the Israelites on Mount Sinai. He gave them the Law through Moses. It dictates how God’s
people should conduct their life. There are blessings if they obey God, but also penalties if they
rebel against Him. We know how people treated God’s Word even while they were still in the
wilderness. Thus, God disciplined them over and again. That earthly covenant made at Sinai was
breached. Jesus came from heaven and made a new covenant with His followers. This new
covenant also carries words of warning like the previous covenant. Those who reject Jesus’
salvation grace will be condemned eternally. We said before that those who are once saved by
Jesus will be saved forever. Therefore, the readers of this letter would still go to heaven even if
they turned away from the faith the once held. However, they would lose the future reward God
prepares for His faithful believers. Therefore, they must persevere until they see the Lord. God’s
judgment will eventually come when Jesus returns. The second coming of Jesus gives hope to
Christians under persecution because heaven will be their eternal resting place. Moreover, Jesus
will exercise a righteous judgment on His return. The author quotes a message from prophet
Haggai. At that time, the Israelites returned from the Babylonian exile and rebuilt the temple.
They overcame some obstacles and accomplished the project. But some older people were sad
because they remembered the original and more magnificent temple built in Solomon’s time.
Haggai reminded them that the glory of the temple did not come from its appearance, but from
God’s presence. That message was first fulfilled when Jesus came. God’s Son arrived at God’s
house. However, the Jews despised Him and killed Him. At AD 70, the temple was destroyed. A



complete and final fulfillment of Haggai’s prophecy will happen when Jesus returns with glory.
At that time, God will shake His creation. It will be a global catastrophe much bigger than the
shaking of Mount Sinai. Everything physical in nature will be destroyed. The only thing
remaining, as verse 28 indicates, will be God’s unshakable Kingdom. That will include angels
and all of God’s people. Therefore, the readers should not focus on the things that will eventually
be shaken away, but things that are unshakable. They should fix their eyes on the invisible God
and His eternal rewards. The same appeal is for us. Do not put our hope on what is visible and
temporary, but on things that are invisible and eternal. Here is a simple test: what will you hold
onto every time you hear a tornado warning? What are the things you do not want to lose when
everything else is blown away? Usually when I hear the siren, I will grab my computer because it
contains a lot of important files, and a box of crucial documents. Those are items that are hard to
replace but handy to carry. What about you? Perhaps some old photos, keepsakes or your keys.
Some parents will huddle with their young children. We now rely on forecast to prepare for any
severe weather condition. We also have insurance policy to cover a loss. A storm may hit or
miss. But Jesus will surely return. Are you ready to meet Him? All your material possessions
will be shaken away. Therefore, we should not try to build our heaven on the earth. Rather, we
should live our earthly life while preparing for heaven. We should do everything with a heavenly
perspective. We should love God and His people instead of the world. We should Give glory to
God in all we do. We should seize opportunities to share the gospel with family and friends.

4&5m CONCLUSION

If we cherish our relationship with God in this life, we will long for His future blessings. Every
day is a day closer to eternity. Sometimes, we get a lot of things done. On other days, we feel
like running in a circle. Effective or not, our life journey is the sum total of the effort we put on
every single day. All we have to do is be faithful to God’s calling today. He will lead us to where
we should be. I gain all that wisdom from a spider. I had a shocking discovery one day when I
was driving. There was a small spider on my steering-wheel! I had a few choices: squashed it
with my fingers but that would make a mess or stopped the car somewhere and got rid of the
bug. Seeing that the spider would cause me no harm, I continued until I reached my destination.
My new passenger swayed left and right depending on where I turned. Of course, it did not know
why its little world was spinning. At the end, it traveled a few miles to a new location with me.
Very often, we feel that we are being dragged to another place that is outside of our plan. But
just like the spider that grabbed onto the steering-wheel, we must hold onto God’s promises.
Before we know it, God will bring us to where He wants us to be. In case you are curious about
the fate of the spider: yes, I smashed it after I stopped my car.
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