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5]& INTRODUCTION

Jesus teaches us about value in this passage. There are some major differences between cost and
value. Cost is how much you pay to buy things. Value measures how much you cherish the items
you own. There are a lot of rich people in the world who buy things they want to keep and not to
use. They do not get those stuff from Wal-Mart. They compete for them in auctions. I did a little
research on some interesting items once sold in auction. Singing artist Justin Timberlake left
some uneaten French toasts at a radio show interview. The DJ later put the bread on eBay. A
teenage girl bought them for $1,025. I hope she could resell the item for a higher price before it
went bad! The most expensive artifact obtained from the Titanic was a violin owned by Wallace
Hartley. He was a member of the string musicians who entertained the passengers before the ship
sank. The instrument damaged by water was auctioned off at $1.7 million in ten minutes. What a
huge cost to pay to remember a tragedy! Closer to our home are the belongings once owned by
Elvis Presley. A chunk of his hair was sold for $115,000. Elvis’ barber had been saving the hair
for 25 years after the artist’s death. I thought only my hair is precious! I wonder how the buyer
will display the item in his/her home. Whether those purchases are wise investments are up for
debate. It boils down to a simple rule of Economics 101: there will be a supply if there is a
demand. In our passage today, Jesus compares between good and bad value in God’s eyes. He
tells us to have a heavenly perspective when we live as Kingdom citizens.

7% EXPLANATION

1. REVEEENLE? Where do You Store?

First, Jesus tells His audience where they should store their treasures. The contrast is obvious. He
asks them not to store treasures on the earth but store them in heaven. Storing treasures on earth
comes with three risks. First, they may rot. Moths will eat them. Cloth moths are insects that feed
on fabrics. Once the larvae are hatched, they will start chewing things up. In the Biblical time,
clothing was a valuable item for wealthy people to accumulate. The only clothes poorer people
had could be those they put on every day. Back then there was no moth ball or pesticide to
control bugs. Clothing destroyed by moths will lose its value. The second potential risk to an
earthly storage is rust. In the ancient world, precious metals contained impurities. They would
rust easily. The word “rust” here can also mean being eaten. Therefore, while metals are subject
to corrosion, food can be consumed by rats or destroyed by mold. All those factors will reduce
the value of treasures. Jesus says even when properties do not rot or rust, they may be robbed by
thieves. In those days houses were made with mud walls. Bad guys could easily dig a hole and
break in. Today, we worry about the crime rate in our city. We stay on guard when we go out
during the day and when we sleep at night. Modern day thieves can rob people with a weapon or
even a computer. They hack into people’s account and steal personal information. They also send
out fake messages to our phones and email accounts to try to cheat our money. Due to the above
reasons, it is unwise to store our treasures on earth. Jesus is not saying that earthly treasures are
bad. He tells us that there is a better place to save our treasures. Money is God’s blessing. Many
people in the Bible were blessed with great wealth. For example, Abraham, David and Solomon,
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to name but a few. But many other believers are the poorest people in the society. Therefore, if
God makes you rich, thank Him. But if God does not give you a big bank account, you need to
thank Him too. Money is not evil, but the love of money is. Paul says in 1 Timothy 6:10 — For
the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have
wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. Money can be a huge
temptation. The world fools us into believing that money can buy everything. Money can be
exchanged for power, material possessions and pleasure. But money cannot buy lost health,
relationship and opportunities. The fact is that, we cannot take our savings with us when we
leave this world. Once a seminary student was invited to preach at a church. He had to buy a suit.
Since he was on a tight budget, he went to a pawn shop. He was humbled by the price-tags. So
he asked the clerk if he had anything cheaper. He replied: “Sure. But I got those suits from a
funeral home.” The young man had no other choice. On the preaching day, he got nervous when
standing on the podium. He naturally put one hand into the suit pocket. He then realized that
there was no pocket! He got an insight: there is no need for dead people to have pockets, since
they could not bring anything along. Because of that, Jesus says it is wiser to store treasures in
heaven. It is a secure place where things will not deteriorate or depreciate. We can do a simple
Time Test to check if we are following the Lord’s advice. Will any of your treasures last
forever? Only things of God are long-lasting. For example, godly characters like love, joy, peace
and kindness, etc. Our relationship with God is also enduring. That is why it is called eternal life.
Our fellowship with God’s people will also be carried over when we go to heaven. How can we
store up treasures in heaven? We just need to keep cultivating the qualities above when we are
still in this world. For instance, we treat people with God’s love. We spend time doing God’s
work, in and outside of the church. We offer money to Christian ministries so that people can use
it to expand God’s Kingdom. We share the gospel with others and invite them to church and help
them receive Jesus as their Savior and Lord. We are storing treasures in heaven when we invest
resources of this world for eternal profits.

2. YREYIEIEFTAE? What is Your Source?

After asking his listeners to check where they store their treasures, Jesus then asks them where
their light source is. Verses 22-23 need some work to understand the meaning: 22 “The eye is the
lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, 23 but if your
eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how
great is the darkness!” We can see things because there are some specialized cells in our eyes that
covert light energy into electrical signal. After our brain receives the signals, it tells us the shapes
and colors of things we see. Subsequently, we make corresponding decisions. For example,
drivers will step on the accelerator when they see a green light, and they hit the brakes when it
turns red. Humans are better than animals because we make moral judgment based on what we
see. Therefore, when Jesus mentions vision, He is talking about our perspective on things. God is
our ultimate source of light. If our eyes are illuminated by that light, our whole body will be
bright. We will obey what God says and we will choose to do the things God’s see as worthy.
Some people stop and help those who are in need. Others just walk past and pretend that they see
nothing. Most Christians read the Bible. However, not every believer is changed by its content.
Whether or not we follow God’s true light will lead to contrasting outcomes. The apostle John
says in 1 John 1:6-7 — 6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we
lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have



fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. God has
made us into children of light when we received Jesus into our hearts. He will help us live in
righteousness when we walk in His light. John says we will be lying if we say we have a
relationship with God but yet we still walk in darkness. Sin is always done in darkness because
exposure of it will bring shame and guilt. Have you ever turned over a rock and observed the
reaction of the critters underneath? They will run for their lives because they think you will eat
them up! They feel safe by living in darkness. But Christians should not be like that. God sees
everything. He knows our hearts completely. No intent is hidden from Him. God desires for us to
bear a clear conscience. If we live under God light, then we will make wise decisions that please
Him. We consult an eye doctor when we cannot see clearly. The two most common vision
problems are near-sightedness and far-sightedness. An optician will prescribe suitable glasses for
you after an eye-examination to correct your vision. My two boys both have a near-sighted issue.
They wear special contact lens before bedtime, hence the name “dream lens.” Those small pieces
of plastic compress the cornea and thus refocus their vision. They get back to a 20-20 vision
without wearing glasses. Similarly, we need God’s help to run a Vision Test when our spiritual
eye-sight gets blurry. Do we see what God sees as valuable? People who do not know Jesus have
permanent eye problem. Jesus once convicted some religious leaders because they had spiritual
blindness. They rejected Jesus even though they knew that He was God. God has to perform a
spiritual eye surgery on people like that to restore their vision. Even after we are saved,
sometimes we suffer from spiritual near-sightedness because we only focus too much on the
things of this world. We only care our own business but we show no concern about God’s
Kingdom. We need to see things through the lens of the Scripture. Moreover, Satan’s schemes
will hurt our relationship with God just like UV light will damage our vision. We need God’s
Word to protect us from harm like a pair of spiritual sunglasses. When our vision is clear, then
we can see this world with an eternal perspective.

3. {REVIREE¥52? Who do You Serve?

Jesus asks His audience where they store their treasures and what their light source is. Then there
is a third question: who do they serve? Look at verse 24: “No one can serve two masters, for
either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and money.” Jesus says we can either serve God or serve money, but
not both. By serving, He refers to loyalty. At that time, most people were day-labors or slaves.
Daily employees served various masters depending on who hired them. But slaves were
properties of their owners. They served their masters until they or someone came up with a
ransom in exchange for their freedom. Regardless, both type of servants should obey their
bosses. We live in a very different world today. Sometimes, people complain that they work like
slaves. The fact is that they can quit if they do not like their jobs. However, any company wants
their employees to be faithful. My wife has a relative who works for a U.S. car company. He says
if any worker drives a foreign-made vehicle to work, very soon people will sign their names on
the car with their keys! That is the same sentiment of love versus hate Jesus talks about. He
warns us not to love money so much that we make it our master. Anyone in a dating relationship
knows how love feels like. You will think about the person day and night. You crave for more
opportunities to be with your lover. You hope to see the person when you are in a public place. It
will be cutting your heart if he/she suffers any minor mishap. Substitute that person with money,
and you will understand how people love money. They think about money even in their dreams.



They find happiness when they see their savings grow or their stocks rise. They always look for
additional ways to make more money. An unexpected bill feels like a wild dog biting them. Jesus
tells us that we can only love one master. Two stories in the gospels illustrate that. Once a rich
young ruler asked Jesus how to inherit eternal life. The man said he loved God and he followed
the Law. Jesus responded: “Great! Two more things you need to do. First, sell all you have and
give the money to the poor. Second, come follow me.” Remember how the wealthy guy felt?
Mark 10:22 says: Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great
possessions. He loved his money more than God. Therefore, he was unwilling to give away his
fortune. The other man Matthew. He was the author of the gospel named after him. Remember
his original profession? He was a tax-collector. It was a very profitable job to have. Jesus passed
by Matthew’s tax booth one day and said two words to him: “Follow me.” How did Matthew
react? Luke 5:28 records: And leaving everything, he rose and followed him. Matthew’s
everything include his money, his work and his social status. No more fine clothes, wild party
and acceptance from his peers. He became a follower of Jesus. He did not know where the next
stop would be, where to stay overnight and how to make a living. Who or what the two men
chose to serve made a huge difference. The rich young guy made money his master. In
comparison, Matthew served Jesus as his master. Today, Jesus does not ask us to give away
everything before we can follow Him. However, He requires us to turn over the ownership of
everything when we become His disciples. That is why we call Him our Lord. All that we do is
for His glory. You still go to school or go to work as usual. The difference is, you are now a
Christian-student, a Christian-accountant, a Christian-scientist, a Christian-retiree, etc. We can do
a Heart Test and see to whom we pledge our loyalty. Do you use money and love God? Or do
you love money and use God? Is your commitment to God part-time or full-time? Are you ready
to serve Him any time? Or do you find it hard to even attend Sunday service? Do you dedicate
yourself to God completely or selectively? Besides serving God in the church, do you serve Him
in your study or in your work too? Do you honor Him in your finance, hobbies or relationship as
well? Someone put it this way: If Jesus is not the Lord of all, then He is not our Lord at all.

4% 5w CONCLUSION

We need to have a heavenly perspective when we live as Kingdom citizens in the world. We are
often fooled into believing that this life is all that we have. People who buy into that lie hope to
live longer so that they can maximize their profits and extend their pleasure. But God’s people
should understand that our days on the earth are nothing compared to eternity. We may not have
a lot of toys for fun, but we enjoy what God gives us with contentment. We measure blessings
not in terms of quantity but quality. We may not leave a fortune to our children, but we can leave
a legacy for God’s Kingdom.
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